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Above: An Iraqi policeman makes his way through the rubble

after a man wearing a police uniform drove a car bomb into the

police headquarters in Tikrit, Iraq, setting off a massive explosion

that killed at least 15 policemen. Right: Iraqi men grieve at the

side of a pickup truck carrying one of the Tikrit dead. Other

attacks in Iraq raised Thursday’s death toll to 30.
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States

Michael Jackson trial: The jury in
Michael Jackson’s child molestation

trial includes several fans of his music,
four parents of young children, a

woman whose grandson was convicted
of a sexual offense, and a man who visited
Jackson’s Neverland ranch as a child.

The four men and eight women seated
Wednesday in Santa Maria, Calif., were pri-
marily white and Hispanic and did not ap-
pear to include any of the half-dozen blacks
who were in the pool of more than 240 pros-
pects.

Race could be a factor because public
opinion polls show blacks are less inclined
to believe the charges against Jackson, who
is black.

Honduran bus attack suspect: The reput-
ed leader of a violent Honduran gang was
using an alias, but the tattoos on his body
gave him away.

Further checking revealed the man arrest-
ed in Texas on Feb. 10 was Ever Anibal Riv-
era Paz, known as “El Culiche” — The Tape-
worm.

Rivera Paz had escaped Jan. 23 from a
Honduran prison where he was being held
on charges of masterminding an armed at-
tack on a bus that killed 28 people, including
six children, in December.

Officials from the Homeland Security De-
partment and the Honduran government
said Rivera Paz was the leader of the Mara
Salvatrucha, or MS-13, gang in Honduras.
He remains in federal custody.

Fight over brain-damaged woman: The
parents of Terri Schiavo won another re-
prieve in their fight to keep the brain-dam-
aged woman alive after a Florida judge ex-
tended an emergency stay keeping her feed-
ing tube in place.

The stay had been set to expire Wednes-
day afternoon, but Pinellas Circuit Judge

George
Greer ex-
tended it
until 5 p.m.
Friday.

A lawyer
for the par-
ents, Rob-
ert and
Mary Schin-
dler, had
asked the
judge to
block the

removal of Schiavo’s feeding tube so the
family can have more time to determine if
she has greater mental capabilities than pre-
viously believed.

The Schindlers also want more time to try
to remove Schiavo’s husband as legal guard-
ian.

Utah school threat: A student charged
with plotting to bomb an eastern Utah high
school last year entered a plea to a misde-
meanor count of making a terroristic threat.

The Alford plea Wednesday by Steven A.
Kunzler, 18, means he did not admit guilt
but agrees the state has enough evidence to
convict him. He also pleaded guilty to at-
tempted burglary.

Prosecutors say Kunzler and three other
students plotted to kill classmates, teachers
and administrators by placing a bomb in the
commons area of Uintah High School in Ver-
nal.

Bird flu vaccine: The federal government
is getting ready to test a bird flu vaccine and
stockpiling both vaccine and antiviral drugs
as the threat grows that a deadly strain of
avian influenza will begin spreading from
Asia.

Two million doses of vaccine are being
stored in bulk form for possible emergency

use and to test whether it maintains its po-
tency, officials said Wednesday.

United Nations officials warned that the
Asian bird flu outbreak poses the “gravest
possible danger” of becoming a global pan-
demic.

Military

Armyhelicopter crash in Texas: An Army
helicopter crash that killed seven soldiers in
November in Texas was caused by the pi-
lots’ attempt to fly under visual flight rules
in poor weather conditions, an investigation
has found.

Maj. Gen. James D. Thurman, command-
ing general of the 4th Infantry Division, said
administrative disciplinary action has been
taken against the company and battalion
commander and two members of the chain
of command. The company commander has
been removed.

All seven soldiers aboard died Nov. 29
when their Black Hawk apparently hit ca-
bles supporting a TV transmission tower
about 20 minutes into the two-hour flight to
the Red River Army Depot near Texarkana,
Texas.

World

Milosevic tribunal: Judges at the U.N. war
crimes tribunal in The Hague warned
former Yugoslav President Slobodan
Milosevic on Thursday not to dwell on the
1999 NATO bombing at his war crimes trial.

Milosevic is presenting his defense
against 66 charges, including genocide, at
the lengthy trial that began in 2002 and will
likely conclude in 2006.

Milosevic argues his troops were engaged
in a legitimate fight against rebels and ter-
rorists, and that it was the NATO bombing
that caused most civilian deaths and drove
more than 1 million refugees from the re-
gion — not Serb troops as alleged in his in-
dictment.

Afghan plane crash: The first bodies re-
trieved from a crashed Afghan airliner
were returned to their grieving relatives on
Thursday, three weeks after the plane
smashed into a mountain during a snow-
storm. An official said the bodies of an
American and a Russian have been identi-
fied.

Bad weather has slowed recovery efforts
on the freezing peak near the Afghan capital

where the plane hit Feb. 3, killing all 108
people on board.

On Thursday morning, staff at a Kabul
hospital carried coffins containing the re-
mains of four Afghan men to the ambulanc-
es to take them back to their villages.

Yuschenko poisoning: Prosecutors in
Ukraine are following a new lead that might
shed more light on the dioxin poisoning of
Ukraine President Viktor Yushchenko, an
official said Wednesday.

Prosecutor General Svyatoslav Piskun
has acquired audiotapes of what appeared
to be a conversation between Russian secret
service officials discussing the alleged role
of Moscow political analyst Gleb Pavlovsky
in Yushchenko’s poisoning, said Piskun’s
spokesman, Vyacheslav Astapov.

In the recordings, people described as
Russian agents appeared to be discussing
Pavlovsky’s role in a plot aimed at damag-
ing Yushchenko’s ratings by ruining his
good looks with toxic chemicals.

Afghan border clashes: Gunbattles near
Afghanistan’s insurgent-haunted border
with Pakistan left six suspected Taliban mili-
tants dead and five government soldiers
wounded, Afghan police said.

The soldiers were hurt when guerrillas
opened fire on their vehicle near Ali Khel, a
town in Khost province 90 miles south of
Kabul, police chief Mohammed Ayub told
The Associated Press.

Extra troops sent to aid their comrades
from a government-aligned regional militia
tracked the retreating attackers to a nearby
mountain where they engaged them again,
killing six rebels, Ayub said. Five assault ri-
fles and a rocket-launcher were seized, he
said.

Palestinian government reform: The Pal-
estinian parliament on Thursday approved
a 24-member Cabinet dominated by profes-
sional appointees, including nearly half with
doctoral degrees, in a major move toward
long-promised government reform.

The 54-12 vote, with four abstentions,
ended days of wrangling between rebellious
legislators and Palestinian Prime Minister
Ahmed Qureia, who initially sought to reap-
point political cronies of the late Yasser
Arafat.

Stories and photos from wire services

Clinton tour of Asia: Former President Bill Clinton signs his autobiography for South Korean

fans during a party Thursday celebrating the publication of his autobiography “My Life” in

Seoul. At a dinner hosted by the publisher of the Korean edition of the best-selling memoir,

Clinton expressed optimism Thursday that an international standoff over North Korea’s

nuclear weapons programs can be resolved peacefully. “I hope that China and all friends of

the Korean people will make it succeed,” he said, according to a pool report.

Robert and Mary Schindler
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The Associated Press

As of Wednesday, Feb. 23,
2005, at least 1,484 members
of the U.S. military have died
since the beginning of the Iraq
war in March 2003, according
to an Associated Press count.
At least 1,126 died as a result
of hostile action, according to
the Defense Department. The
figures include four military ci-
vilians.

The AP count is eight higher
than the Defense Depart-
ment’s tally, last updated at 10
a.m. EST Wednesday.

The British military has re-
ported 86 deaths; Italy, 20;
Ukraine, 18; Poland, 16; Spain,
11; Bulgaria, seven; Slovakia,
three; Estonia, Thailand and
the Netherlands, two each; and
Denmark, El Salvador, Hunga-
ry, Latvia and Kazakhstan one
death each.

Since May 1, 2003, when
President Bush declared that
major combat operations in
Iraq had ended, 1,346 U.S. mili-
tary members have died, ac-
cording to AP’s count. That in-
cludes at least 1,017 deaths re-
sulting from hostile action, ac-
cording to the military’s num-
bers.

The latest deaths reported
by the military:

� A soldier died Wednesday
when an explosive detonated
near Tuz, Iraq, north of Bagh-
dad.

� A Marine died Tuesday in
a vehicle accident in Anbar
province, Iraq.

The latest identifications re-
ported by the military:

� Marine Lance Cpl. Trevor
D. Aston, 32, Austin, Texas;
died Tuesday after a vehicle
accident in Anbar province,
Iraq; assigned to Marine Forc-
es Reserves 1st Battalion, 23rd
Marine Regiment, 4th Marine
Division, Austin, Texas.

Killed Monday when an ex-
plosive detonated near their
convoy in Baghdad; assigned
to the Minnesota National
Guard, 1st Battalion, 151st
Field Artillery, Montevideo,
Minn.:

� Army 1st Lt. Jason Tim-
merman, 24, Tracy, Minn.

� Army Staff Sgt. David
Day, 25, St. Louis Park, Minn.

� Army Sgt. Jesse Lhotka,
24, Alexandria, Minn.

U.S. deaths
in Iraq

BY SAMEER N. YACOUBD

The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — A man wearing
a police uniform drove a car
bomb into police headquarters in
Saddam Hussein’s hometown of
Tikrit in the largest of a series of
attacks on Thursday in Iraq that
left a total of 30 people dead, in-
cluding two U.S. soldiers.

The violence came a day after
interim Prime Minister Ayad Al-
lawi announced he was forming a
coalition to try to hold onto his
post in the next government and
block the candidate of the domi-
nant Shiite political alliance. The
U.S. command said two Ameri-
can soldiers were killed and two
wounded in bomb attacks Thurs-
day, one northeast of Baghdad in
Qaryat, and a second near Samar-
ra, west of Qaryat.

At least five other Iraqi police
were killed in separate attacks
across the insurgent-wracked
country, including another sui-
cide car bomb assault on a police
convoy in Iskandariyah, 30 miles
south of the capital.

Two roadside bombs in Qaim,
near the Syrian border, also
killed four Iraqi National Guards-
men, Iraqi Lt. Col. Abid Ajab
Al-Salmani said.

In the capital, gunmen opened
fire on a bakery, killing two peo-
ple and wounding a third, police

said. Several blasts echoed
through the city at midday, but
their cause was not immediately
known.

The blast in Saddam Hussein’s
hometown of Tikrit, 80 miles
north of Baghdad, occurred at
one of the station’s busiest times,
when dozens of policemen were
arriving to relieve colleagues
who’d been working all night, po-
lice Col. Saad Daham said. The at-
tack killed 15 police and wounded
nearly two dozen others.

“He waited until the shift
change, then he exploded the
car,” Daham said of the attacker,
adding the aim was “to kill as
many as possible.”

Daham said the bomber was
able to slip into the station unde-
tected because he was wearing a
police lieutenant’s uniform. He
blamed guards at the station’s
gates for allowing the assailant to
enter without checking his papers
or searching his vehicle.

Twenty cars were set ablaze
after the massive blast, sending
clouds of smoke into the sky. An
Associated Press photographer
on the scene saw at least 10
charred bodies laying on the
ground, which was splattered
with pools of blood and bits of
human flesh.

Several ambulances raced to
the blast site, ferrying casualties

to a local hospital. U.S. troops
sealed off the area and set up
checkpoints and searched vehi-
cles across the city.

Elsewhere, insurgents am-
bushed a police patrol in the
northern city of Kirkuk with a
roadside bomb, killing two police-
men and injuring three.

In Iskandariyah, a suicide
bomber blew himself up in front
of an office that serves as the
local headquarters of the Shiite
Supreme Council for the Islamic
Revolution in Iraq, killing five
people, including three police of-
ficers and a child who was walk-
ing down the road at the time, the
government said.

Police initially said the attack
targeted the town’s police chief,
Col. Salman Ali, who escaped un-
harmed.

Bomb blasts Iraqi police station

AP photos

Iraqi policemen carry away the body of a colleague in a carpet after a man wearing a police uniform drove a car bomb into police headquarters in

Saddam Hussein’s hometown of Tikrit, Iraq, on Thursday. It set off a massive explosion that killed at least 15 people.

Two Iraqi policeman console each other after the Tikrit blast.

Series of attacks kill 30 across
Iraq including 2 U.S. soldiers
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Photos courtesy US Army

Civilian contractors install a gunner’s shield atop a Humvee from the 24th Marine Expeditionary Unit at an

armor installation facility in Kuwait last July.

The sting
of being

overlooked
BY KIRSTEN SCHARNBERG

Chicago Tribune

ASTORIA, Ore. — Having no
idea of the significance of his de-
livery, the FedEx driver hurried-
ly tossed five massive boxes con-
taining everything Anthony Stra-
miello had possessed in Iraq onto
his widow’s front porch.

Roberta Stramiello was jolted
from the living room sofa by the
thuds.

“I’d better go see what’s going
on out there,” she said apprehen-
sively. The last time strangers
had been milling about her front
porch — on the evening of Dec.
21 — they had been there to tell
her that her husband was dead.

It is perhaps revealing that the
personal effects of Anthony Stra-
miello, a 61-year-old construction
contractor who had been working
in the Iraqi city of Mosul at the
time of his death, were returned
to the United States with so little
ceremony on a recent February
morning.

In the nearly two years since
the war began in Iraq, at least 232
civilians working on U.S. military
and reconstruction contracts
have been killed there, many in vi-
olent but largely overlooked slay-
ings, according to a report issued
to Congress several weeks ago.

Because of difficulties in ac-
counting for this virtual army of
private contractors in Iraq —
many of whom are working in sup-
ply, logistics and even combat
roles integral to the military’s mis-
sion — the death toll actually
could be far higher.

“The number of civilian con-
tractors who have been killed in
Iraq is far greater than any other
group over there other than the
U.S. military itself,” said Peter
Singer, an expert on national secu-
rity and Iraq military contracts at
the Brookings Institution.

Below the radar

Yet aside from brief moments
of attention after high-profile kid-
nappings, beheadings or bloody
ambushes caught on videotape,
the public’s focus rarely has been
on these at-risk civilian workers.

Few Americans seem aware
these contractors are dying at a
rate never before seen in Ameri-
can military history, and the bulk
of the public’s support and sympa-
thy remains directed toward the
families of the more than 1,400
military personnel killed on duty
in Iraq.

“Contractors’ deaths are not
well reported or well document-
ed, and they don’t seem to carry
nearly the same weight with the
public as the deaths of soldiers
do,” Singer said. “Their stories
don’t make the front pages —
they barely even make Page 28
sometimes.”

“[Contractors] don’t come
home to funerals with full mili-
tary honors or flag-draped coffins
or bugles playing taps. Their fami-
lies don’t get letters from the pres-
ident,” Stramiello said. “I guess I
didn’t feel that way personally —
for me, my husband is gone either
way — but I can understand how
others might feel the sting of
that.”

The best method the U.S. De-
partment of Labor has for track-
ing the number of contractors
killed in Iraq is to monitor how
many insurance claims are made
under the Defense Base Act, a
law that requires employees who
work on national or international
government contracts to be pro-
vided insurance, including com-
pensation benefits in the event of
their deaths. But some families
may not know they are entitled to

such benefits and never officially
report their family member’s
death.

Adding to the difficulty of moni-
toring how many contractors die
in Iraq is the fact that there is no
organization keeping an official
tally of the number of civilians
working there. Such an account-
ing would be difficult because the
workers come from dozens of dif-
ferent countries despite the fact
they all are employed by compa-
nies that have been awarded U.S.
military and reconstruction con-
tracts.

In from the Cold War

Iraq’s battlefield actually was
shaped most pivotally by events
of the previous century. After the
end of the Cold War, militaries
around the world began to down-
size. But at the same time, the
world began to change — and de-
stabilize in some places.

Whole regions of the world
were becoming so volatile that
their governments were looking

to hire professionals to protect
them from violent separatists.
Globalization was bringing West-
ern companies into these same un-
settled parts of the world, and
they, too, needed security consult-
ants and protection. And Islamic
fundamentalism and terrorism
were increasing to the degree
that some peacekeepers and hu-
manitarian aid
groups soon found
themselves in
need of private
guards.

What devel-
oped to fill all
these needs is
what Singer has
dubbed “priva-
tized military
firms.”

“PMFs are busi-
ness providers of
professional ser-
vices intricately
linked to warfare — in other
words, the corporate evolution of
the age-old practice of mercenar-
ies,” Singer, who is considered
the nation’s foremost expert on
the topic, writes in an upcoming
issue of Foreign Affairs maga-
zine.

In 2002, as it became clear the
country was headed toward war,
a number of factors all but guar-
anteed that an unprecedented
number of civilian workers would
be required to pull it off, Singer
said.

The war would be more politi-
cally palatable if fewer troops
were deemed necessary to de-
ploy, he argued. Army Chief of
Staff Gen. Eric Shinseki, in fact,
was pressed into retirement from
his job after he predicted that an
invasion of Iraq would require
“several hundred thousand”
troops, not the less than 150,000
the United States eventually
used.

Into the breach

When the war began in March
2003, civilian contractors filled
any gap between bodies deployed
and bodies needed. But outsourc-
ing this work to private workers
did not come cheaply — or with-
out risk.

Where once a low-paid private
first class might be assigned to
serve food in the mess hall, now
civilian contractors could de-

mand high wages to take those
jobs. Where soldiers could be
court-martialed for refusing to
carry out an order, civilian con-
tractors could refuse to take mis-
sions — delivering fuel or ammu-
nition, for example — if they be-
lieved they were too dangerous.

“I think there is a significant
question as to whether very

heavy use of civil-
ian contractors is
cost-effective,”
said Scott Silli-
man, the execu-
tive director of
the Center on
Law, Ethics and
National Security
at Duke Universi-
ty.

“In addition to
that, there is the
loss of control.
But it does accom-
plish the objective

of allowing the personnel in uni-
form to be assigned to the com-
bat-specific, trigger-pull roles in-
stead of using them for logistics
and support.”

Silliman, a former Air Force
judge advocate who supervised
deployment of all Air Force attor-
neys to the 1991 Gulf War, wor-
ries even more about the legal is-
sues that may result from the
presence of civilian contractors
in Iraq.

“There are two important
things to consider,” he said. “The
vulnerability of these civilians
and the accountability of these ci-
vilians. If they are hurt or killed
there, what legal protections are
afforded them? If they commit
crimes, can they be prosecuted?”

Back at the Victorian mansion
she and her husband had been
painstakingly rehabbing before
he went to Iraq, Roberta Stramiel-
lo spends little time in the rooms
the couple already had finished,
instead wandering through the
ones that remain torn apart. She
constantly points out what still
needs to be done.

“I’ve done everything I can in
this room,” she says sadly, “the
rest of the work I need Tony to
do.”

After the FedEx driver left on
that recent morning, Roberta Stra-
miello made her way outside to
begin the painful process of un-
packing her dead husband’s
things. The five black trunks wait-
ed on the front porch Anthony
Stramiello had built.

Kevin DaVee, Engineer and Construction Division, chips away at the

crusted earth while examining oil spill contamination in Iraq’s southern

Rumaila oil fields. A Corps of Engineers contractor with ERST/O’Brien

stands by ready to assist.

U.S. civilians working in Iraq
are making big sacrifices,

but most people don’t know it

Few Americans

seem aware these

contractors are

dying at a rate

never before seen

in American

military history.
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COURTESY OF THE U.S. NAVY/AP

U.S. Army Military Police escort a detainee to his cell in January 2002

at Naval Base Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, where detainees from the war on

terror have been kept since shortly after the invasion of Afghanistan.

Abuse investigations at U.S. military prisons have prompted the Army

to rework its detention operations at U.S. prisons worldwide, specifical-

ly in training soldiers about their roles.

BY JOSH WHITE

The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — The Army
has initiated extensive changes in
the way it trains for and conducts
its worldwide detention opera-
tions, acknowledging that a series
of investigations
into prisoner abus-
es in Iraq, Afghan-
istan and Cuba re-
vealed failures,
omissions or con-
fusion in Army
doctrine and train-
ing that might
have contributed
to the abuses.

Maj. Gen.
Donald Ryder,
the Army’s pro-
vost marshal gen-
eral and head of
the Army’s crimi-
nal investigation
command, said
Wednesday that the wide-ranging
abuse investigations launched
after the Abu Ghraib prison scan-
dal prompted the Army to rework
its detention operations, specifi-
cally in training soldiers about
their roles in prisons and rewrit-
ing doctrine to clarify what they

are permitted to do in their jobs.
Some of the investigations re-

leased over the past year pointed
to confusion between military po-
lice and military intelligence sol-
diers and a lack of clarity about al-
lowable interrogation techniques.

Ryder’s description Wednes-
day of an over-
haul in training
and doctrine con-
trasted with early
Army investiga-
tions, which ruled
out doctrinal or
systemic prob-
lems as the root
causes of the
abuse.

The Army’s in-
spector general,
who issued his re-
port on the abuses
to Congress in
July, called the
abuses at Abu Gh-

raib “aberrations” and wrote that

they should be blamed on “the

failure of individuals to follow

known standards of discipline

and Army values and, in some

cases, the failure of a few leaders

to enforce those standards of dis-

cipline.”

Ryder told reporters at the Pen-
tagon on Wednesday that the
Army has since altered its interro-
gation policies and techniques, de-
veloped a new training program
for correctional soldiers, and re-
vised two doctrine manuals and
created six new doctrine manuals
that relate to detention opera-
tions. He said the Army also is
planning to add 35 specialized cor-
rectional units over the next three
years.

“The Army has taken ac-
tion ...,” Ryder said. “This is an on-
going learning process.”

Specifically at Abu Ghraib, the
soldiers who have been criminal-

ly implicated in abuses were
low-ranking military police sol-
diers who said they had little or
no training in correctional opera-
tions. Some also said they were ap-
proached by military intelligence
officials to help in interrogation ef-
forts that employed tactics that
are considered torture by interna-
tional standards, including the
use of military working dogs.

Ryder also said the Army has
retooled its interrogations manu-
al to clarify which tactics are ap-
proved and to define the “left and
right boundaries,” so less is left
up to an interrogator’s discretion
and so the tactics comply with the
Geneva Conventions.

BY MAGGIE MICHAEL

The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — The Syrian intel-
ligence officer who appeared on
the U.S.-funded Iraqi state televi-
sion station had a stark message
about the insurgency — he’d
helped train people to build car
bombs and behead people.

“My name is Anas Ahmed
al-Essa. I live in Halab. I am from
Syria,” he said by way of introduc-
tion — naming what he said was
his home in Syria. Halab is anoth-
er name for Aleppo, a city north
of Damascus.

“What’s your job?” he was
asked by someone off-camera. “I
am a lieutenant in intelligence.”

Then a second question.
“Which intelligence?” The reply:
“Syrian intelligence.”

And so began a detailed
15-minute confession broadcast
by al-Iraqiya TV on Wednesday,
in which the man, identified as
30-year-old Lt. Anas Ahmed
al-Essa, said his group was re-
cruited to “cause chaos in Iraq ...
to bar America from reaching
Syria.”

“We received all the instruc-
tions from Syrian intelligence,”
said the man, who appeared in
the propaganda video along with
10 Iraqis who said they had also
been recruited by Syrian intelli-
gence officers.

Later, al-Iraqiya aired another
round of interviews with men it
said were Sudanese and Egyp-
tians who also trained in Syria to
carry out attacks in Iraq.

Syrian officials could not imme-
diately be reached for comment
on the claims, which were not pos-
sible to authenticate independent-
ly.

An Iraqi special forces com-
mander, Brig. Gen. Abu
Al-Walid, said his forces arrested
the men in Mosul on Jan. 29, one
day before the national elections.
He said they included eight Syri-
ans, one Lebanese, 12 Egyptians
and 10 Sudanese.

He said the men were found
with explosives, weapons and

maps for balloting centers in
Mosul.

On Thursday, Iraqi police said
they arrested four other suspect-
ed terrorists during raids in Bagh-
dad — two Syrians and two Iraqis
believed to have carried out other
attacks.

The videos were broadcast as
the Bush administration steps up
pressure on Syria to stop med-
dling in Iraqi affairs by allowing
insurgents to cross into the coun-
try to fight coalition troops and by
harboring former Iraqi regime
members. Syria has denied the
charges.

Top officials in Iraq’s
U.S.-backed interim government
have called on Syria to hand over
former members of Saddam Hus-
sein’s Baath Party who fled there
after the 2003 U.S.-led invasion,
which Syria vehemently opposed.

Al-Iraqiya TV can be seen na-
tionwide and is believed to be
widely watched by Iraqis. But the
station, which went on the air in
May 2003 with help from the Pen-
tagon, is viewed by many Iraqis
as an American propaganda tool.

Wednesday was the first time
the channel showed someone it
claimed was a Syrian intelligence
officer.

All those interviewed in the
first video apparently were de-
tained in the northern city of
Mosul. It was not known where
the interviews were made, and no
date was provided.

Closed hearing illegal

DENVER — An Army officer il-
legally closed a December hear-
ing on the alleged suffocation
death of an Iraqi general and
must keep open as much of the
rest of the hearing as possible, a
military appeals court ruled
Wednesday.

A three-judge panel of the U.S.
Army Court of Criminal Appeals
in Arlington, Va., said Capt. Rob-
ert Ayers’ made an “ill-consid-
ered, overbroad and clearly erro-
neous” decision to close the hear-
ing at Fort Carson to avoid releas-
ing classified information.

The judges ordered him to re-
lease an edited version of the
285-page transcript to The Den-
ver Post, which appealed the clo-
sure.

The panel, which ordered a
halt to the hearing Dec. 3, the day
after it began, said the hearing
could resume, but ordered Ayers
to close remaining portions of the
hearing only if he determines ex-
pected testimony would reveal
classified information.

Fort Carson spokesman Lt. Col.
David Johnson said it was too
soon to tell when the hearing
might resume, and when an edit-
ed version of the transcript could
be released.

Bulgarian peacekeepers

SOFIA, Bulgaria — Parliament
on Thursday decided to send an
additional Bulgarian unit to join
the International Security Assis-
tance Force in Afghanistan.

Up to 30 military with personal
weapons and equipment will be
committed to the operation be-
sides the Bulgarian mechanized
infantry platoon already serving
in Afghanistan.

The new unit will include staff
officers, an intelligence and coun-
terintelligence team, military po-
lice and medical officers.

The decision to boost the num-
ber of peacekeepers in Afghani-
stan is according to the require-
ments of NATO, which Bulgaria
joined last year. There are cur-
rently 32 Bulgarian soldiers in Af-
ghanistan.

From The Associated Press

Army overhauling
its operations at
detention centers

Iraq airs tape of alleged Syria-trained insurgents

AP

Al–Iraqiya, the U.S.-funded Iraqi state television channel, aired Wednes-

day what it said were confessions from Sudanese and Egyptians alleged-

ly trained in Syria to carry out attacks in Iraq. In this video image, al-

leged insurgent Egyptian Mustafa al-Sayyed Madbouli is interviewed.

The Army has

reworked

training

operations,

and is

rewriting

doctrine to

clarify what

is permitted.
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The Associated Press

JAKARTA, Indonesia — Two
Indonesian journalists held for
six days by insurgents in Iraq
credited the government’s quick
response for their release and
said they were treated well by
their captors — even praying and
eating alongside them.

The two Metro TV journalists
— Meutya Hafid, 26, and camera-
man Budiyanto, 36 — were reunit-
ed with their families Thursday
in Jakarta at a ceremony in the
grounds of the State Palace in
Jakarta attended by Indonesian
President Susilo Bambang Yud-
hoyono.

The two journalists along with
their driver were detained on
Feb. 15 and released Monday
after a televised appeal by Yud-
hoyono, in which he said the two
were in Iraq because of Indone-
sia’s concern for the Iraqi people.

“We would like to express our
gratitude to the president for his
quick response to clarify our sta-
tus,” said Hafid.

“It was his statement that sped
up our release. Our captors said
they were surprised to see how

quick the response was and said
that our president and our coun-
try must have loved us very
much.”

In a videotape received Mon-
day by Associated Press Televi-
sion News in Baghdad, the mili-
tants said they had released the
two because of the “goodwill”
shown by the captives and reli-
gious ties.

Indonesia is the world’s largest
Muslim country and opposed the
war.

The pair said they were treated
well and that they ate and prayed
alongside their captors.

“We even dined together with
them just like a family,” said
Budiyanto, who goes by a single
name.

More than 190 foreigners have
been abducted in Iraq in the past
year.

At least 13 foreigners remain in
the hands of their captors, more
than 30 were killed and the rest
were freed or escaped.

The last journalist kidnapped
in Iraq was Italian Giuliana Sgre-
na, a reporter for the newspaper
Il Manifesto who was abducted
on Feb. 4 by gunmen in Baghdad.

She appeared in a video deliv-
ered to APTN on Wednesday beg-
ging for her life and warning for-
eigners — including journalists —
to leave the country.

She was held by a previously
unheard of group of insurgents
called Mujahedeen Without Bor-
ders.

The Associated Press

KARACHI, Pakistan — A
court in Pakistan on Thursday
began hearing the appeals of
four militants convicted in the
killing of Wall Street Journal
reporter Daniel Pearl, lawyers
said.

Pearl was kidnapped Jan.
23, 2002, and later beheaded in
the southern city of Karachi
while he was researching a
story on Islamic militancy.

In July 2002, British-born
Ahmed Omar Saeed Sheikh
was sentenced to death and
three other Pakistanis to life
imprisonment for involvement
in the abduction and execution
of the American journalist.
The government is also seek-
ing death penalties for the
three: Fahad Naseem, Salman
Saqib and Sheikh Mohammed
Adeel.

On Thursday, Sindh High
Court began hearing both the
appeals of the four convicted
men, and the government’s ap-
plication for the death penalty
for the three sentenced to life
imprisonment.

Abdul Waheed Katpar, the
lead counsel for Sheikh, said
he questioned the validity of
evidence that convicted his cli-
ent.

Five other suspects in the
slaying remain at large.

Indonesian
journalists
freed by Iraq
insurgents

Pakistan court
hears appeals
in Pearl case

KRT

Drummer Jon Bullock and his band, Off the Wall, have made two trips to Iraq to entertain troops stationed

there. He has acquired several souvenirs from soldiers, including his hat.

AP Photos

Above: Indonesian Metro TV

reporter Meutya Hafid hugs her

mother, Meity, as they are reunit-
ed at the presidential palace in

Jakarta, Indonesia, on Thursday.

Left: Metro TV cameraman

Budiyanto is embraced by his
father Nitiheru.

California band rocks on for troops in Iraq
BY TOM BERG

The Orange County Register

FULLERTON, Calif. — At first
it was just another job. Now Jon
Bullock can’t get enough of Iraq.

Bullock, 38, of Fullerton, has
been nearly blown up by mortars.
He’s been knocked on his butt by
helicopter backwash. He’s com-
muted to work in Fallujah sitting
beside men pointing 50-caliber
machine guns out open doors.

And he’s just a rock ‘n’ roll
drummer.

Bullock is one of dozens of Cali-
fornia musicians who’ve become
nearly obsessed about playing for
U.S. troops in Iraq. It’s the cama-
raderie, they say. The opportuni-
ty to witness history. The feeling
they get when a servicemember
thanks them for risking their lives
to come play music.

“I don’t know anybody who
comes back with the same out-
look on life,” says Bullock, prepar-
ing for his third trip to Iraq in a
year with his band, Off The Wall.
“It’s not about war, really, so
much. It’s about each man and
woman over there. It’s just some-
thing I feel I was meant to do.”

Meant to do. Strong words from
a guy who was never mili-
tary-minded, who didn’t agree
with our reason for invading Iraq.

“I’ve played for 8,000 people be-
fore, and it was nothing com-
pared to some of these shows we
did,” he says. “It was just that you
could tell these people really, real-
ly appreciated you, you know?”

Members of Orange County
bands Tread the Cobra and Bill
Davis and Endless Highway say
the same thing. Like Bullock,
they’ve crisscrossed Iraq by
Black Hawk helicopter at 150
mph, skimming 100 feet off the
ground with machine gun fire
below. Like Bullock, they’ve with-
stood mud, sleepless nights and
sitting in portable toilets in
120-degree temperatures. Like
Bullock, they’ve been rocked by
mortar fire and run for shelter.

And like Bullock, they’re
hooked. Eager to return.

“Unless you’ve been there, you
don’t realize how good your life
is,” says Bill Davis, 53, of New-
port Beach, who was chosen en-
tertainer of the year in 2000 by
the California Country Music As-
sociation. “The troops kept say-
ing, ‘Thank you, thank you for
coming. We know you sacrificed
to be here.’ But I wasn’t sacrific-
ing anything compared to them.”

The road to Iraq for Southern

California bands was paved in
2000 — three years before the
U.S. military arrived. Back then,
U.S. troops were keeping the
peace in Bosnia and Kosovo,
while an Upland booking agent
was looking for bands to entertain
them. One of the first groups
signed for Bosnia and Kosovo
was Bullock’s Off The Wall.
Bombs were still exploding. Fight-
ing flared. All Bullock knew was
that he’d earn $2,200 for two
weeks.

“We were on this big, cushy
tour bus watching movies,” he
says.

“One day, I looked out the win-
dow, and there was this guy sit-
ting on a Humvee with a 50-cali-
ber machine gun, riding in 10-de-
gree weather, just protecting us.
It was snowing and the wind was
blowing his parka. I almost start-
ed crying, you know — this guy is
protecting my life just because
I’m a freaking musician.”

It changed him.
In the past five years Bullock,

who also works as a sound man at
the Cerritos Center for Perform-
ing Arts, has made more than 10
trips to Bosnia, Kosovo, Mace-
donia, Germany, South Korea,
and Iraq. This May, he’ll return to
Iraq for another monthlong tour.
He gets paid but a fraction of
what he earns as a musician here.
His band lives, eats and sleeps
with troops. And now it travels by
Black Hawk or CH-46 helicopter
— at night.

“They fly low and fast, then all
of a sudden they rush up fast to
clear an electric pole or tree, then
they’re back down,” he says.

“It’s nerve-wracking.”
The payoff starts when the

band performs, playing songs
such as “California Love” by
Tupac Shakur, “Freedom” by
Jimi Hendrix, and “Rockin’ in the
Free World” by Neil Young.

“If I don’t come off that stage to-
tally exhausted, I didn’t do some-
thing right,” he says. “They’re
standing, yelling and screaming.
It’s just chaos. Nuts.”
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BY JON R. ANDERSON

Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — Taking a
page from the Army’s special forc-
es playbook, the Marine Corps is
creating a unit designed to train
local militaries in hot spots
around the world, according to
the commandant.

“We’re now in the process of
standing up a training unit within
the Marine Corps,” Gen. Mike
Hagee told a gathering of report-
ers Thursday in Washington.

Tentatively dubbed the Foreign
Military Training Unit, the new
organization will come in the
wake of several training missions
the Corps has taken on in recent
years in far-flung locations such
as Niger, Chad and the former So-
viet republic of Georgia.

“It’s a capability that we’ve
had, we’ve just never had a unit
devoted to this,” said Hagee.

The FMTUs will be built in
partnership with the Army spe-
cial forces and the joint U.S. Spe-
cial Operations Training Com-
mand. Indeed, FMTUs will be
treading into one of special forc-
es’ core missions — gunfighters

with intensive language training
and culture savvy, capable of
quickly inserting into a trouble
spot to train up local forces.

“One of the things we don’t
have that the Green Berets have
are all these language skills,” said
Hagee. “So, this is going to be a
joint effort, especially initially
when we’re going to be looking
for help from them on some of the
language skills and some of the
cultural understanding.”

Hagee said the unit will be
manned with about 400 Marines
and will probably be based on the
East Coast. Plans call for the unit
to be fully operational by the end
of the year.

The FMTUs will fall under an-
other new Security Cooperation
Education Training Center based
at Quantico, Va., according to a
Marine spokesman.

Meanwhile, Hagee said he was

discussing with Special Opera-
tions Command chief Army Gen.
Ryan Brown the creation of a Ma-
rine Corps special operations
headquarters to fit under
Brown’s command.

Currently, the Marine Corps is
the only service to not have a
“component command” under
SOCOM.

“I have to be honest,” said
Hagee. “I don’t like headquarters
upon headquarters upon head-
quarters. But sometimes there’s a
purpose for a headquarters, and
that’s what we’re looking at right
now.”

Both initiatives come as the ser-
vice looks to add 3,000 Marines to
active rolls this year. If approved
by Congress, that would bring the
Corps’ strength to 178,000 troops.

The manpower infusion will
allow the Marines also to create
two new infantry battalions and
add more Light Armored Vehicle
units.

Hagee said the first infantry
battalion will be based at Camp
Lejeune, N.C., under the II Ma-
rine Expeditionary Force by the
end of the year.

He said it was still unclear
where the second infantry battal-
ion would go.

The biggest hurdle in standing
the new units up, he said, was not
finding enough Marines to fill the
battalions but having adequate fa-
cilities for them to live and work.

Funds earmarked in the Bush
administration’s $80 billion sup-
plemental funding request now
being considered by Congress
will build new barracks and sup-
port buildings, he said.

E-mail Jon R. Anderson at:
andersonj@stripes.osd.mil

Combat tour lengths

The commandant of the Ma-
rine Corps says he’s open to
changing the lengths of com-
bat tours in Iraq and Afghani-
stan, but for now there are no
plans to do so.

“We’re obviously open to
that, but all the indications
that we have is that this is
working really quite well for
us — it’s working well for the
individual Marine and it’s
working well for the families,”
Gen. Mike Hagee said Thurs-
day.

Currently, battalions and
squadrons rotate through the
combat zones on seven-month
tours while commanders and
staffs at regimental headquar-
ters and above deploy for year-
long tours.

The Army, on the other
hand, rotates nearly all of its
formations through for
one-year tours.

Talking to families, said
Hagee, “I’ve actually asked
them, what do you prefer?
What they came back with,
without hesitation is, ‘Seven
months. Even though we know
they may go back again, that’s
what we prefer.’ ”

— Jon R. Anderson

Force designed to aid foreign militaries in hot spots

BY ANN SCOTT TYSON

AND DANA PRIEST

The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — The Penta-
gon is promoting a global counter-
terrorism plan that would allow
special operations forces to enter
a foreign country to conduct mili-
tary operations without explicit
concurrence from the U.S. ambas-
sador there, administration offi-
cials familiar with the plan said.

The plan would weaken the
long-standing “chief of mission”
authority under which the U.S.
ambassador, as the president’s
top representative in a foreign
country, decides whether to grant
entry to U.S.
government
personnel
based on politi-
cal and diplo-
matic consider-
ations.

The special
ops missions
envisioned in
the plan would
largely be se-
cret, known to
only a handful
of officials
from the for-
eign country, if
any.

The change
is included in a
highly classi-
fied “execute
order” — part
of a broad strat-
egy developed
since Sept. 11,
2001, to give
the U.S. Spe-
cial Operations Command new
flexibility to track down and de-
stroy terrorist networks world-
wide, the officials said.

“This is a military order on a
global scale, something that
hasn’t existed since World War
II,” said a counterterrorism offi-
cial with lengthy experience in
special operations. He and other
officials spoke on the condition of
anonymity because the proposal
is classified.

The Pentagon sees the greater
leeway as vital to enabling com-
mando forces to launch opera-
tions quickly and stealthily
against terrorist groups without
often time-consuming interagen-
cy debate, said administration of-

ficials familiar with the plan. In
the Pentagon view, the campaign
against terrorism is a war and re-
quires similar freedom to prose-
cute as in Iraq, where the military
chain of command coordinates
closely with the U.S. Embassy but
is not subject to traditional
chief-of-mission authority.

The State Department and the
CIA have fought the proposal, say-
ing it would be dangerous to di-
lute the authority of the U.S. am-
bassador and CIA station chief to
oversee U.S. military and intelli-
gence activities in other coun-
tries.

Over the past two years, the
State Department has repeatedly

blocked Penta-
gon efforts to
send special op-
erations forces
into countries
surreptitiously,
current and
former adminis-
tration officials
said.

In one in-
stance, U.S. com-
manders tried
to dispatch Spe-
cial Forces sol-
diers into Paki-
stan without
gaining ambas-
sadorial approv-
al but were re-
buffed by the
State Depart-
ment, said two
sources familiar
with the event.
The soldiers
eventually en-

tered Pakistan with proper clear-
ance but were ordered out again
by the ambassador for what was
described as reckless behavior.

In Pentagon policy circles,
questions about chief-of-mission
authority are viewed as part of a
broad reassessment of how to or-
ganize the U.S. government opti-
mally to fight terrorism.

Secretary of State Condoleezza
Rice has made it clear that she in-
tends to protect the existing
chief-of-mission authority.

“Rice is resolute in holding to
chief-of-mission authority over
operations the way it exists now,
for a very rational reason — you
need someone who can coordi-
nate,” said a senior State Depart-
ment official.

Gen. Mike Hagee

Navy seeks relatives to claim WWII remains

MISSION, Texas — The U.S. Navy is trying to locate relatives of a
South Texas crewman killed during World War II so that his remains
can be buried with his family.

The remains of Seaman 2nd Class Dee Hall, a Mission native, were
found about four years ago on the northwest face of Kiska Volcano in
the Aleutian Islands of western Alaska. He was found with six other
crewmen who were in a twin-engine Navy PBY-5A amphibious recon-
naissance aircraft when the Japanese shot it down in June 1942.

No one in Mission seems to remember Hall or know where his fami-
ly is, The Monitor of McAllen reported Sunday.

“It’s of the utmost importance that we find them, because our mis-
sion here is to make sure that no stone is left unturned in resolving
these cases,” said U.S. Navy Lt. Robert Sanchez, with the POW/MIA
Activities Branch of the Navy Personnel Command in Tennessee.

The Navy POW/MIA Activities Branch can be contacted via phone
1-800-443-9298, fax 901-874-6654 and e-mail POW-MIA@Navy.mil.

From wire reports

DOD seeks leeway
sending special ops
into foreign nations

USMC creates training unit
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BY VICTOR SIMPSON

The Associated Press

VATICAN CITY — Pope John Paul
II was rushed to the hospital in an am-
bulance for the second time in a month
Thursday after suffering fever and con-
gestion from a recurrence of the flu,
the Vatican said.

The 84-year-old pontiff had the
same symptoms of the breathing crisis
that sent him to Gemelli Polyclinic on
Feb. 1, a Vatican official said on condi-
tion of anonymity. On Wednesday, the
pope made his longest public appear-
ance since being discharged from the
clinic two weeks ago.

Doctors were consulting about the
possibility of performing a tracheoto-
my on the pontiff.

ANSA, an Italian news agency, said
doctors were considering the proce-
dure in which a hole is made in the
throat and a tube is inserted to assist
breathing. The report did not cite

sources.
Papal spokesman Joaquin Navar-

ro-Valls said the pope was taken to the
Rome hospital for
“necessary spe-
cialized assis-
tance and further
tests.” He was
taken by ambu-
lance at 10:45
a.m., officials said.

Vatican officials
played down the
seriousness of the
hospitalization,
saying a patient of
the pope’s age is

always at risk from the flu. The pope
also has Parkinson’s disease and crip-
pling knee and hip ailments.

But aides said the pope had a fever,
congestion and had suffered a recur-
rence of breathing problems.

Medical experts who have not exam-
ined the pope but are familiar with eld-

erly Parkinson’s patients say his symp-
toms appeared to be consistent with
pneumonia.

“It appears the pope is suffering
from pneumonia, likely a bacterial
pneumonia, a serious problem for a
man of his age with Parkinson’s,” said
Dr. Barbara Paris, chairwoman of geri-
atrics and vice-chairwoman of Medi-
cine at Maimonides Medical Center in
New York.

The Italian news agency ANSA re-
ported that the pope arrived conscious
at Gemelli in a private ambulance. He
was taken inside in a stretcher, the re-
port said, and quoted people who saw
him enter the hospital as saying his
face looked “quite relaxed.”

A medical health bulletin was to be
issued Friday morning, and no details
on the pope’s health were expected to
be released before that, the Vatican
said. Thursday’s hospitalization was
the pope’s eighth since his election in
1978.

The Associated Press

DAMASCUS, Syria — Syria will withdraw troops from
mountain and coastal areas in Lebanon in line with a 1989
agreement, Lebanon’s defense minister said Thursday amid
international pressure following the assassination of former
Lebanese Prime Minister Rafik Hariri.

Lebanese Defense Minister Abdul-Rahim Murad said the
troops will be withdrawn to the eastern Bekaa Valley on the
Syrian border, but he gave no timeframe.

Lebanese and Syrian military officers have begun meet-
ings to define “the dates and the way” the withdrawal will
take place, Murad said, adding that the pullback was in line
with the Arab-brokered Taif agreement that ended Leba-
non’s 1975-90 civil war.

“The decision to withdraw has been taken,” Murad said in
television interviews.

“What remains is the exact timing.”

John Paull II

Bush, Putin agree to limit nuclear countries

Official: Syria will pull
troops out of Lebanon

IN THE WORLD

Police claim arrests thwarted attacks

MANILA, Philippines — Police said Thursday they
thwarted planned attacks on an airport, malls, a
church and U.S. troops with the arrests of three mem-
bers of an al-Qaida linked terror group who allegedly
came to the Philippines to train Muslim militants to
make bombs.

The two Indonesians and a Malaysian — all alleged
Jemaah Islamiyah members — were arrested in south-
ern Zamboanga city in December along with a Filipi-
no member of the Abu Sayyaf Muslim extremist
group with bomb-making manuals, bomb parts and
money for attacks, officials said.

Londoners warned of terrorism risk

LONDON — The head of London’s Metropolitan Po-
lice force on Thursday warned about the risks of a ter-
rorist attack in Britain with a royal wedding and a na-
tional election expected this year.

Sir Ian Blair said it would be “unwise” to speculate
about whether he had specific information on the risk
of an attack in the run-up to the general elections,
widely expected in early May.

This year, Britain also will hold the presidency of
the G8 group of the world’s wealthy nations and the
presidency of the European Union.

Musharraf: No clue to bin Laden’s lair

ISLAMABAD, Pakistan — President Gen. Pervez
Musharraf said Thursday that Pakistani forces have
destroyed al-Qaida-linked militants’ sanctuaries and
communication systems along the Afghan border, but
still have no clue as to Osama bin Laden’s where-
abouts.

Musharraf told reporters that Pakistan — a key ally
in the U.S.-led war on terrorism since the Sept. 11,
2001, attacks on the United States — had captured 700
terror suspects in cities, and “eliminated” hundreds of
them in tribal regions on the border.

Afghan elections face delay

KABUL, Afghanistan — Afghanistan’s parliamenta-
ry elections face delay after the government failed to
resolve issues including the voting system for its first
post-Taliban legislature ahead of a key deadline, the
United Nations said Thursday.

The vote was slated for the Afghan month of Saur,
which ends on May 21. The exact election date must
be declared at least 90 days in advance — meaning the
deadline passed at the end of last week.

From wire reports

BY TOM RAUM

The Associated Press

BRATISLAVA, Slovakia — President
Bush and Russian President Vladimir
Putin agreed Thursday on new efforts to
keep nuclear arms out of dangerous
hands, but their sharp differences over
Russian backsliding on democracy
spilled into an open and sometimes-prick-
ly exchange.

Seeking common ground with a former
Cold War enemy that is now a key
anti-terror partner, Bush said the two
leaders stressed agreements over differ-
ences.

Standing side by side, their answers to
questions about U.S. concerns that Putin
is moving to solidify central power and
quash dissent showed the sensitivity of
the topic.

“It’s very important that all nations un-
derstand the great values inherent in de-
mocracy — rule of law and protection of
minorities, viable political debate,” Bush
said. “And when I brought that —
Vladimir can speak for himself on this

issue. All I can tell you is he said, ‘Yes
meant yes when we talked about values
that we share.’”

“Russia has made its choice in favor of
democracy,” Putin said. “This is our final
choice and there is no way back, there
can be no return to what we used to
have.”

Putin added: “We are not going to
make up, to invent any kind of special
Russian democracy. We are going to com-
mit to the fundamental principles that
have been established in the world.”

Despite those assurances, Putin had
criticism for aspects of the U.S. system.
And he suggested that Russians who op-
pose his actions can sway public opinion
because they “are richer than those who
are in favor.”

“We often do not pay attention to that,”
he said.

He also compared his move to end di-
rect popular election of regional gover-
nors to the American Electoral College
process of electing presidents.

“It’s not considered undemocratic, is
it?” Putin said.

As the leaders met for two hours at a
medieval castle overlooking the snow-cov-
ered capital and the Danube River, aides
inked an agreement designed to counter
conventional and nuclear terrorism, in
part by restricting the availability of
shoulder-fired missiles capable of bring-
ing down aircraft.

“We agreed to accelerate our work to
protect nuclear weapons and materials
both in our two nations and around the
world,” Bush said.

Bush said they were in unison on the
importance of stopping suspected nucle-
ar weapons programs in North Korea and
Iran. Putin did not address the topic.

“We agreed that Iran should not have a
nuclear weapon. I appreciate Vladimir’s
understanding on that,” Bush said. “We
agreed that North Korea should not have
a nuclear weapon.”

The visit to Slovakia was the final leg
on Bush’s five-day tour to heal the transat-
lantic rift caused by his March 2003 deci-
sion to invade Iraq without broad interna-
tional support. He visited Belgium and
Germany before coming here, and met
with European leaders at NATO and Eu-
ropean Union meetings in Brussels.

AP

Presiden Bush, left, and Russian President

Vladimir Putin shake hands Thursday in Bratisla-

va. Slovakia, after a press conference where

Bush said they were in unison on the impor-

tance of stopping suspected nuclear weapons

programs in North Korea and Iran.

Leaders have sometimes-prickly exchange on Russian democracy

Tracheotomy possible for ailing pope

Serb general surrenders
to U.N. war crimes court

The Associated Press

BELGRADE, Serbia-Montenegro — A senior Bosnian
Serb general indicted for his alleged role in a massacre of
thousands of Muslims during the Bosnian war surren-
dered to the U.N. war crimes tribunal in The Hague on
Thursday.

Retired Gen. Milan Gvero, who was a close aide to war-
time Bosnian Serb commander Gen. Ratko Mladic, is a
top war crimes fugitive. He was taken to a cell at the U.N.
detention unit in the Netherlands, the tribunal said.

Gvero was accused of belonging to “a joint criminal en-
terprise” that included Mladic and former Bosnian Serb
leader Radovan Karadzic, according to his indictment
which was unsealed in The Hague on Thursday.

Gvero is charged with the forceful expulsion and mur-
der of Muslims during an onslaught by Bosnian Serb forc-
es on Srebrenica in 1995 when more than 7,000 Muslim
men and boys were executed.
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BY ANDREW SELSKY

The Associated Press

BOGOTA, Colombia — Some came in
wheelchairs, one man got on an airplane for
the first time since his son died on Sept. 11,
and all were resolved to speak out against the
terror attacks that had left them wounded or
missing loved ones.

Hundreds came to Colombia’s capital on
Wednesday for the opening of the second In-
ternational Congress on Victims of Terror-
ism.

Attendees came from the United States,
Russia, Northern Ireland and elsewhere.

“I think that if we join together and say,
‘We are still here. You may have taken our
loved ones but you can’t break our spirit,’ that
the terrorists will know they can’t win,” said
Ken Thompson, whose mother was killed in
the 1995 Oklahoma City bombing.

U.S. Army Sgt. Maj. Tony Rose was in the
Pentagon when one of the hijacked planes
plowed into the building that September day.

The plane hit just 30 feet from where he was
standing, blowing him into a post and injuring
him. A fireball incinerated troops near him.

“We can allow ourselves to continue to be

victims, but we can rise one step higher and
take charge and kick butt if we need to,” Rose
told the audience.

Azamat Tarkanovich, whose father was
among more than 330 hostages killed in the
takeover of a school in Beslan, Russia, last
September by Chechen-led terrorists, said
Russia is not doing enough to fight terror-
ism.

Tarkanovich noted that if terrorist attacks
across the globe stop, a third congress might
not have to be held.

But no one here held such illusions. Those
whose loved ones have been killed in previ-
ous attacks said they could help relatives of
future victims.

“The grieving process is the same regard-
less of race, religion or country,” Thompson
said.

“We all feel the pain.”

The Associated Press

OSLO, Norway — A record 199 indi-
viduals and groups were nominated for
this year’s Nobel Peace Prize, and the se-
cret list of nominees was believed to
range from former Secretary of State
Colin Powell to U2 singer Bono.

The final count of nominees, released
Thursday, included 163 individuals and
36 organizations, said Geir Lundestad,
secretary of the Norwegian awards com-
mittee.

“This is an increase that shows the
continued strong interest in the prize,”
said Lundestad. He said there was a
broad geographical distribution of
names.

Last year, Kenyan environmental ac-
tivist Wangari Maathai won the prize.
She was among 194 nominees, the previ-
ous record.

The five-member awards committee
keeps the nomination list secret for 50
years and gives no hints about who is on
it. However, those nominating candi-
dates often announce their choice.

Powell was nominated for his efforts
to end Sudan’s 21-year civil war, a cam-
paign to share the award between 1,000
women who work for peace.The award,
including $1.6 million, is always present-
ed on Dec. 10, the anniversary of the
death of its founder, Swedish industrial-
ist Alfred Nobel.

Brewer wins sweet victory

BERLIN — An east German brewer
won his more than decade-long fight
over the country’s strict beer purity
law Thursday, as judges decided he
could continue to add sugar syrup to
his brew and market it as beer.

Under Germany’s five-century-old
beer purity law, the Reinheitsgebot,
brewers are forbidden from using any-
thing other than malted grain, hops,
yeast and water in their products.

But Helmut Fritsche has been com-
mitting what many in Germany’s strict
beer culture consider a mortal sin
since taking over the Klosterbrauerei
Neuzelle brewery in 1993 — adding
sugar syrup to his dark beer just be-
fore capping the bottles. Until that

point, the beer is brewed according to
the purity law.

Stem-cell research gets OK

MADRID, Spain — The Spanish gov-
ernment has given the green light for
four research projects using human
stem cells, joining only three other Eu-
ropean countries that allow such re-
search.

The government issued a decree
late last year allow the research, and
on Wednesday the Health Ministry ap-
proved four specific projects.

The new regulations allow use of sur-
plus embryos obtained through
in-vitro fertilization and which have
been frozen for more than five years.
The parents’ approval is needed.

From The Associated Press

Record number of nominations

entered for Nobel Peace Prize

AP

Residents walk past the wreckage of a hotel

blown up by rebels of the Revolutionary

Armed Forces of Colombia, FARC, in Puerto

Toledo, Colombia, on Monday.

Victims of
terrorism
fight back
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DOD under fire from workers
BY JANE M. VON BERGEN

Knight Ridder Newspapers

PHILADELPHIA — Ten labor unions, represent-
ing 300,000 civilian employees of the U.S. Depart-
ment of Defense, filed a federal lawsuit Wednes-
day against Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld,
saying Rumsfeld’s department has refused to nego-
tiate changes in its labor management system in vi-
olation of the law.

The suit, filed in U.S. District Court in Washing-
ton, comes after months of protests by the unions
over proposals for a new National Security Person-
nel System, which was authorized for development
by Congress in November 2003.

The unions say the system, which seeks flexibili-
ty in hiring and assigning workers for security rea-
sons, is using threats to security as a way to dimin-
ish the unions’ ability to advocate for workers.

The Department of Defense’s Web site said the
new system is needed to replace outmoded human
resource practices and better support the depart-
ment’s “critical national security mission.”

Bradley Bunn, NSPS deputy program executive
officer, would not comment directly on the suit.

But in a statement he said that “the proposed NSPS
regulations are the product of a collaborative effort
across the Department that ... included a number
of meetings with employee representatives involv-
ing extensive and fruitful discussions.”

The lawsuit said the Defense Department had
the right to establish changes in the department’s
labor relations systems, but by law, those changes
would have to be done in collaboration with employ-
ees.

Instead, the suit said, “secret working groups”
developed changes privately and did not provide
unions with concrete proposals.

The lawsuit asks the judge to restrain the De-
fense Department from implementing any new
labor systems until it provides drafts of proposals
and enters into meaningful discussion.

Among the unions filing suit were the Interna-
tional Association of Firefighters, the Laborers’ In-
ternational Union of North America, the Interna-
tional Brotherhood of Teamsters, and the Ameri-
can Federation of Government Employees. Be-
sides Rumsfeld, the unions sued Dan G. Blair, act-
ing director of the United States Office of Person-
nel Management.

In a lawsuit
filed against
Department of
Defense
Secretary
Donald
Rumsfeld,
labor unions
for some
DOD civilian
employees
say the
department is
using security
issues as a
way to
diminish the
unions’ ability
to advocate for
workers.

ABACA PRESS/KRT

Unions sue Rumsfeld over Defense’s labor management system

BY BEN FOX

The Associated Press

ANAHEIM, Calif. — Looking
to escape the gloomy Northwest,
Denise Nienaber and her family
flew to Southern California to
visit Disneyland and enjoy some
sunny weather.

They should have stayed home.
The family arrived from Seat-

tle amid a storm of historic pro-
portions that eventually forced
them to abandon the resort — de-
spite a rare chance to wait just
five minutes to see the Haunted
House.

“We didn’t even consider the
weather, thinking it would be
beautiful,” Nienaber, 38, said.
“We got totally soaked.”

Nienaber, her husband and two
daughters retreated to their
motel to watch television and con-
sider alternatives — something
that has become necessary for
tourists and locals alike as South-
ern California wades through the
wettest winter in a century.

The rainfall has totaled about
34 inches in downtown Los Ange-
les since July 1, when California
begins recording its yearly rain-
fall.

It’s been far more than Seattle
or Portland in the same period.

The wet weather has flooded
freeways, sent houses skidding
down hillsides and littered beach-
es with mountains of trash and
tree limbs as storm runoff made
its way to the ocean.

“It’s so depressing,” said
Stephanie Soechtig, 28, who runs
a television production company
from her Santa Monica home and
hasn’t able to walk her Chihua-
hua, Fellini, because of the relent-
less downpours. “We’ve been
stuck inside all day. I feel like I’m
going crazy.”

It’s quite an adjustment in a
place known for eternal sunshine.

People dodge puddles and scat-
tered palm fronds in the streets,
actually drive more slowly on the
freeways, and even talk about the
weather in a region that usually
doesn’t have any worth discuss-
ing.

“I just can’t take this much long-
er. ... I just wish it would stop,”
said Judy Watkins, a chef in the
(normally) arid resort town of
Palm Desert.

The famed Southern California
lifestyle has taken a big hit: Surf-
ers have been advised to avoid
the runoff-contaminated waves;
puddles spread across empty ten-
nis courts; and golfers trudge
across muddy fairways.

Even so, some residents are un-
deterred. Die-hard surfers were
intent on riding storm-driven
swells.

“The water’s brown, but you’ll
see a lot of surfers out there,”
said Matt Medina, a native San Di-
egan and manager of a surf shop.
“It’s a risk you take, and if you get
sick, you get sick.”

Golfer Jack Milliken, 47, a
human resources executive from
Irvine, also pressed on.

“It’s definitely annoying ... but
you gotta play golf,” he said. “Not
playing is not an option.”

For some, the remedy is a visit
to the tanning salon.

“They come out and feel re-
freshed. It absolutely helps their
attitude,” said Chance Ledsorth,
who runs a tanning salon in Wood-
land Hills that has seen an uptick
in business.

At one resort in Palm Desert,
visitors tried denial instead.

“People are in the pool and it’s
pouring,” said Watkins, who
works at a hotel-resort. “They all
lay out their towels like there’s
sun. They put on suntan lotion
and it’s 62 degrees and raining. I
was just laughing. They’re on va-
cation in California, and they
want to hang out.”

BY KATHERINE SHRADER

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — One-time
members of a terrorist organization
are hiding in the United States — in
plain sight.

The organization’s former U.S.
representative freely walks the
streets and has a contract with Fox
News as a foreign affairs analyst.
Lawmakers write letters on the
group’s behalf. And former intelli-
gence officials say the group main-
tains contacts in defense circles, al-
though the Pentagon denies it.

A cult to some and freedom fight-
ers to others, the National Council
of Resistance of Iran and its affiliate
groups typify the gray areas in the
often black-and-white world of the
war on terror.

While they’ve been designated for-
eign terrorist organizations by the
State Department, the groups’ mem-
bers still maneuver between the re-
strictions aimed at disabling them.

The former U.S. representative
for the council, Alireza Jafarzadeh,
says the U.S. government listed his

organization as terrorists to appease
moderate elements within the Irani-
an government. He’s hoping the
Bush administration will lift the ter-
rorist designation.

“I see increasingly more voices
being raised against this designa-
tion in different parts within the ad-
ministration and outside the admin-
istration,” said Jafarzadeh, who
notes that his group no longer exists
in the United States but his
free-speech rights allow him to dis-
cuss policies it once advocated.

“The more serious people get
about Iran, the more they are
against the designation,” he said.

The mission of the National Coun-
cil and its military wing — the Muja-
hedin-e-Khalq or MEK — is to over-
throw the Iranian regime, an aim in-
creasingly in line with the Bush ad-
ministration. Yet the administration
has stopped short of calling for re-
gime change.

In last month’s State of the Union
speech, President Bush called Iran
“the world’s primary state sponsor
of terror.” In Europe this week, he
maintained the pressure, calling

suggestions that the United States is
preparing to attack Iran “simply ri-
diculous,” but quickly adding, “hav-
ing said that, all options are on the
table.”

Yet the MEK is far from a U.S.
ally.

As soon as the State Department
created a list of terror organizations
in 1997, it named the MEK, putting
it in a club that includes al-Qaida
and barring anyone in the United
States from providing material sup-
port. By 1999, the department desig-
nated the MEK’s political arm, the
National Council of Resistance, and
related affiliates.

The State Department says the
MEK groups were funded by Sadd-
am Hussein, supported the seizure
of the U.S. Embassy in Tehran in
1979 and are responsible for the
deaths of Americans in the 1970s.

A State Department official said
U.S. policy toward the MEK and its
affiliates has not changed. The offi-
cial, who spoke on the condition of
anonymity, said the group is still
considered a threat because of its
history of launching terrorist at-
tacks.

Former terrorists seek legitimacyFormer congressman’s conviction upheld

PIERRE, S.D. — The state’s highest court on Thursday
upheld Bill Janklow’s conviction for a 2003 crash that killed
a motorcyclist, rejecting the former congressman’s argu-
ment that there wasn’t enough evidence for a guilty verdict.

Ruling unanimously, the South Dakota Supreme Court
also found that Janklow had received a fair trial.

Janklow, 65, was convicted of second-degree manslaugh-
ter and reckless driving for killing 55-year-old motorcyclist
Randy Scott in August 2003 on a rural highway near Trent.

Authorities said Janklow sped through a stop sign. Jank-
low has said he was in a diabetic stupor and remembers
nothing about the crash.

Janklow resigned from the House in January 2004. He
completed a 100-day jail sentence but had hoped to use the
appeal to clear the felony from his record.

Court rules sperm use was not theft

CHICAGO — An appeals court said a man can press a
claim for emotional distress after learning a former lover
had used his sperm to have a baby. But he can’t claim theft,
the ruling said, because the sperm were hers to keep.

The ruling Wednesday by the Illinois Appellate Court
sends Dr. Richard O. Phillips’ distress case back to trial
court.

Phillips accuses Dr. Sharon Irons of a “calculated, pro-
found personal betrayal” after their affair six years ago, say-
ing she secretly kept semen after they had oral sex, then
used it to get pregnant.

He said he didn’t find out about the child for nearly two
years, when Irons filed a paternity lawsuit. DNA tests con-
firmed Phillips was the father, the court papers state.

From The Associated Press

Wet winter soaks
California’s image
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The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — An old
friend of President Bush who se-
cretly recorded their private con-
versations and released them to
the media said he has regrets and
is turning the tapes over to Bush.

Doug Wead allowed journalists
to hear and broadcast the tapes in
the past
week as he
promoted
his new
book on pres-
idential par-
ents.

But he
said he can-
celed plans
to be on “Hardball” on MSNBC
Tuesday night to talk about his re-
grets because “it would only add
to the distraction I have caused to
the president’s important and his-
toric work.”

“Contrary to a statement that I
made to the New York Times, I
have come to realize that person-
al relationships are more impor-
tant than history,” Wead wrote in
a letter to the show’s host, Chris
Matthews, that MSNBC released
to the public on Wednesday.

“I am asking my attorney to di-
rect any future proceeds from the
book to charity and to find the
best way to vet these tapes and
get them back to the president to
whom they belong. History can
wait.”

On the tapes, recorded over the
course of the two years before
Bush became the Republican
presidential nominee, Bush dis-
cusses strategy for his presiden-
tial run and appears to acknowl-
edge past drug use. He says he
will refuse to answer questions
about using LSD, cocaine and
marijuana because “I don’t want
any kid doing what I tried to do 30
years ago.”

The White House said Bush did
not dispute the content of the
tapes.

The president’s aides brushed
off repeated questions about
them during his tour of Europe
this week by saying Bush consid-
ered them casual conversations
“with someone he thought was a
friend.”

Going gonzo in last request

The Associated Press

DENVER — Hunter S. Thompson, the “gonzo
journalist” with a penchant for drugs, guns and
flame-thrower prose, might have one more salvo
in store for everyone: Friends and relatives want
to blast his ashes out of a cannon, just as he wished.

“If that’s what he wanted, we’ll see if we can pull
it off,” said historian Douglas Brinkley, a friend of
Thompson’s and now the family’s spokesman.

Thompson, who shot himself to death at his
Aspen-area home Sunday at 67, said several times
he wanted an artillery send-off for his remains.

“There’s no question, I’m sure that’s what he
would want,” said Mike Cleverly, a longtime friend
and neighbor. “Hunter truly loved that kind of
thing.”

Colorado fireworks impresario Marc Williams
said it’s doable.

“Oh, sweet. I’d love to. I would so love to,” said
Williams, 44, owner of Night Musick Inc. in subur-
ban Denver and a fan of Thompson’s writing.

Thompson’s wife, Anita, and son, Juan, are look-
ing into the cannon scenario, said Brinkley, who
has edited some of Thompson’s work.

In comments published Thursday, members of
Thompson’s family said the writer discussed com-
mitting suicide at least 10 years before he took his
life.

“I’ve known for many, many years that this is
how Hunter would go,” Juan Thompson told the
Rocky Mountain News in Thursday’s editions. “It
was just a question of when. This was a big sur-
prise and I didn’t expect it to be now, but the
means was exactly as we expected.”

Brinkley also said Thompson did not take his life
“in a moment of haste or anger or despondency”
but probably planned his suicide well in advance
because of declining health. The author of books in-
cluding “Fear and Loathing in Las Vegas” was in
pain from a host of problems that included a bro-
ken leg and a hip replacement.

“I think he made a conscious decision that he
had an incredible run of 67 years, lived the way he
wanted to, and wasn’t going to suffer the indigni-
ties of old age,” Brinkley said. “He was not going to
let anybody dictate how he was going to die.”

Thompson had spent an intimate weekend with
his son, daughter-in-law and young grandson, the
spokesman said.

“He was trying to really bond and be close to the
family” before his suicide, Brinkley said. “This
was not just an act of irrationality. It was a very
pre-planned act.”

If the Thompson job were his, Williams said, he
would probably blast the ashes from a 12-inch di-
ameter mortar 800 feet into the sky. Then a sec-
ond, window-rattling blast would scatter them
amid a blossom of color 600 feet across.

AP

Hunter S. Thompson was out there to the end — his final wishes include having his ashes blasted out of a

cannon. Fireworks impresario Marc Williams, right, and employee Thomas Majors, posing with fireworks,

want the job. Williams says he’d shoot the ashes 800 feet into the sky, then have a window-rattling sec-

ond blast scatter them amid a massive bloom of color. Major would construct the ash container.

Thompson’s ashes might be shot out of a cannon
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More blacks, Latinos jailed

AUSTIN — More than 70 percent of in-
mates in Texas prisons are black or Latino,
nearly doubling their percentage of the
general population, according to a report
released Thursday.

The report by the Washington, D.C-
based Justice Policy Institute found that
blacks are sent to prison at a rate five
times higher than whites in Texas. Latinos
were incarcerated at twice the rate of
whites, the report said.

Gary Bledsoe, state director of the Texas
National Association for the Advancement
of Colored People, said spending more
money on education and health care would
help people avoid the crimes that send
them to prison.

State and House and Senate leaders are

considering expanding probation and drug
treatment programs this legislative session
as a way to curb the state’s rising prison
population.

Father stabs kids, kills self
COLUMBUS, Ga. — A father fatally

stabbed his two young children and seri-
ously wounded three others with a hunting
knife before committing suicide by slitting
his own throat, police said.

The father, Clarence Lacey Moore, 24,
and the five children were found in a home
in south Columbus after Wednesday’s at-
tack, police said.

Beverly Moore, the mother of all five
children, was not injured, said police Maj.
Russell Traino. It was not immediately
clear whether the three wounded children
were related to Clarence Moore.

Pa. trooper fatally shoots self

LANCASTER, Pa. — A veteran state
trooper fatally shot himself Wednesday,
four days after authorities searched his
home for items “related to child pornogra-
phy,” a state police official said.

Trooper Arthur J. Mizzoni, 49, was
found dead in his pickup truck in the park-
ing lot outside his barracks in Ephrata,
about 60 miles northwest of Philadelphia.

Clay Township Police searched Miz-
zoni’s home Saturday and seized “numer-
ous items,” said state police Capt. Steven
McDaniel, the troop commander. They in-
cluded computer equipment and supplies,
pornographic magazines, advertisements
and newspaper clippings with pictures of
children, and Polaroid photos of children,
according to court papers.

Hunter fined $18M for fire

EDDING, Calif. — A lost hunter who
started a forest fire in northern California
while trying to keep warm was ordered to
pay $18.2 million restitution. The fire in
the Mendocino National Forest burned
6,058 acres and cost $33 million to sup-
press, authorities said. The restitution cov-
ers the U.S. Forest Service’s cost of fight-
ing the fire and restoring the burned area,
prosecutors said.

Jason Hoskey, 26, of Willows, lit a camp-
fire when he got lost hunting on Sept. 27,
2003. The fire spread after he fell asleep.

Flames had been banned in the area be-
cause of extreme fire danger. Prosecutors
said Hoskey also violated the ban by smok-
ing several cigarettes.

From wire reports

Coroner:
Dogs, baby
swings
don’t mix
BY JANET MCCONNAUGHEY

The Associated Press

NEW ORLEANS — Rocking
your baby to sleep in a mechani-
cal swing may trigger a deadly at-
tack on the child by the family
dog, a coroner warns.

At least two such deaths have
been documented in Maryland
over a four-year period, Dr. Al-
bert Y. Chu of the state’s medical
examiner’s office said Wednes-
day at a meeting in New Orleans
of the American Academy of Fo-
rensic Sciences.

The back-and-forth motion
may activate the dog’s instinct to
chase prey, he said.

“Think about dogs chasing cars
or tennis balls. They can’t control
their behavior — they just go,” he
said.

In 2003, a 2-week-old boy was
dragged from his swing and
killed by the family’s pit bull in
Baltimore after the baby’s moth-
er left him to answer the front
door. In Edgemere, Md., in 1999,
a 3-month-old boy was mauled to
death as his parents slept in anoth-
er room.

An Associated Press check of
online news archives found at
least one more death — that of an
18-day-old girl in Tampa, Fla., in
2000 after her mother left the
room to warm a bottle for her —
and at least two nonfatal attacks
around the country in the past
few years.

In one of those cases, in Sum-
merville, S.C., in 2003, the dog
lunged for the baby and bit her in
front of the child’s mother.

In 2000, Sabrina Williamson of
Peru, Ind., had gone to the store
while her husband napped in an-
other room, not far from
9-week-old Alex. She walked
back in and found her husband
wrestling their pit bull off the
baby. They had had the dog eight
years, since Alex’s brother was 4.

“I think it could be a key factor.
Our dog had never been mean to-
wards a child before,” she said in
a telephone interview.

The baby’s face was bitten and
bloody, and his collarbone was
broken and protruding from his
shoulder, police said.

Author says
he regrets
releasing
Bush tapes
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Tell us what you think
Stars and Stripes welcomes your comments on
editorials and columns that are published in the
newspaper, and values letters on topics of impor-
tance in the lives of our readers. All letters must
be signed, and must include the writer’s address
or base and telephone number. Please limit all
letters to 300 words. We reserve the right to edit
letters for length, taste and clarity.

Send your letters to:

U.S. Mail: International mail:
Stars and Stripes Stars and Stripes
Unit 29480 Postfach 1330
APO AE 09211 64345 Griesheim

Via fax: [Country code +49] (0) 6155/601395;
DSN 349-8395

E-mail: letters@mail.estripes.osd.mil

General: Bush visit memorable

On Wednesday, U.S. European Com-
mand was visited by the commander in
chief, and the 1st Armored Division was
most fortunate to be the hosting commu-
nity.

Iron soldiers and their families —
along with our partner units living and
serving in the Wiesbaden community
along with many Marines, airmen and
sailors — were honored to participate in
a memorable visit from President Bush
and first lady Laura Bush. The day was
truly exciting for all, and one we will
never forget.

The president asked me to relay to all
servicemembers, civilian employees and
their families serving throughout the Eu-
ropean Command that, if it were possi-
ble, he would have visited every one of
you. I would have liked nothing more
than to have opened the event at Wies-
baden Army Airfield to all. Unfortunate-
ly, because of facility space and a very
busy schedule, it was not possible on this
trip.

Nevertheless, I can’t express how hon-
ored I was that so many soldiers and
other members of the community got the
chance to hear firsthand from our com-
mander in chief how proud and apprecia-
tive he is of our service to the United
States of America and the significant role
we play in the global war on terror.

The success of the visit was the direct
result of many hours of teamwork by the
soldiers, civilians and family members in
the Wiesbaden military community. I
want to extend my heartfelt appreciation
to each one of you for your dedication
and professionalism.

God bless you and God bless America.

Maj. Gen. Martin E. Dempsey

Commander, 1st Armored Division

Wiesbaden, Germany

Living in ‘Hainerberg Landfill’

I find it shameful that it takes the first
lady of the United States to clean up my
neighborhood.

I live in the Hainerberg Landfill Hous-
ing Area in the 221st Base Support Battal-
ion’s Wiesbaden community. My family
has lived in filth for sixth months and has
suffered through the embarrassment of
bringing friends and family through lit-
ter-lined streets to visit our apartment.

I have seen a whole variety of disgust-
ing trash along our sidewalks, such as
bloody tampons; brown, dirty diapers;
maggot-infested, spoiled food; and count-
less bottles and wrappers.

Recently, the housing chain of concern
has placed fevered effort into making the
area look better. Why haven’t we seen
such interest in the past six months?

I want to encourage everyone living in
Hainerberg housing to keep our commu-
nity looking like a nice place to live.
Here’s my suggestions to help:

� Put your garbage or recycling in a

container; throwing a bag on the ground,
on top of a container, or off of your balco-
ny is a sure way to have litter strewn ev-
erywhere.

� Put your trash cans away; cans left
out collect litter and get knocked over.

� Teach your children how to be good
neighbors. A great majority of the trash
comes from the route that students walk
to and from lunch.

� To the leaders of the 221st BSB:
Please enforce the standards you have
crafted. Please continue to take as much
interest and put forth as much effort to-
ward our neighborhood as you have in
the past week.

� Stop changing the garbage and recy-
cling pick-up dates every month, and noti-
fy us when they do change.

When the first lady of the Barta family,
my daughter’s great-grandmother,
comes to visit in the spring, I hope our
neighborhood looks as good as it does
now.

Capt. Jeff Barta

Wiesbaden, Germany

Wife, mom of 11, is his hero

Stripes recently published an article
about Johnnie Chennault, a naval reserv-
ist with 11 children who is going to Iraq
for seven or eight months (“Missing the
little things,” Feb. 14, Mideast edition).

I would like to tell readers about my
hero. My wife, Patricia, has taken care of
our 11 children (all ours) for the past 14
months while I have been in Iraq.

She has supported me and our cause
wholeheartedly, while giving each of our
children the time and attention I could
not in my absence. She has braved bro-
ken cars, washers and refrigerators. She
has dealt with our family’s finances. She
has helped the little ones understand
why Daddy can’t be there for them when
they are sad or scared, because he’s help-
ing the people in Iraq.

She hasn’t complained or felt her sacri-
fice and contribution were any greater
than anyone else’s.

I get to wear a combat patch for the
rest of my career, but my wife is the true
hero. I just thought readers might like to
know.

Maj. David Miller
Camp Arifjan, Kuwait

Armor article misleading

As I read the article “Protecting U.S.
troops, convoys with armor” in the Valen-
tine’s Day issue, I was surprised at how
skewed the perception of vehicle armor-
ing is.

The article claims that only 1 out of 4
vehicles has “hillbilly armor.” I suppose
this is possible if you count Abrams and
Bradleys, but that is deceiving. The ques-
tion is: Of the vehicles that were original-
ly unarmored, how many now have facto-
ry-manufactured armor kits and how
many are “hillbilly” style?

As a convoy commander in the Sunni
Triangle for a year now, I saw that
maybe 1 out of 4 vehicles had facto-
ry-manufactured add-on armor, leaving
three-quarters with “hillbilly armor.” Of
my transportation company’s 75 vehi-
cles, only our 11 Humvees had factory
kits; that is 85 percent “hillbilly.”

Don’t get me wrong, that’s better than
when we got here, but a long way from
where the article claims.

The article also discusses how armor is
removed in Kuwait to be reused. In our
out-processing, only our door panels
were salvageable, the rest was scrap.
Why not leave the trucks here? We just
got them right, after a year of trying.

The underlying issue is this: Army
leadership has failed to learn. Since
World War II, right through Vietnam, sol-
diers have used “hillbilly armor.” There
are even Army field manuals that ad-
dress how to do it.

Yet, for all of this, we never realize that
there is a requirement for some level of
protection on all pieces of military equip-
ment. It isn’t too hard to imagine that if
you go to war in a vehicle, someone
might try to blow it up or shoot you.

Yes, we are buying armor kits now, but
every vehicle needs to be designed with
this in mind. Will this generation of
Army leadership really learn from this
experience and change things?

Capt. T.L. Sharratt
Forward Operating Base Speicher, Iraq

What a love story

Thanks for telling the story in the Feb.
17 Mideast edition about Joey and Jayme
Bozik’s love story (“Triple amputee
copes with life after war”; Feb. 18, Eu-
rope edition). What an example of
strength on his part, commitment on her
part, and their love for each other for all
of us to remember as we love our wives.
It truly blessed my heart and encouraged
me as I read the story. With so much neg-
ative news, it was a great story and I
hope they are able to read this letter.

Steve Shenk
Baghdad
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Mallard Fillmore  BY BRUCE TINSLEY

BY DEREK CHARLES CATSAM

History News Service

I
sraeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon,
the arch-conservative old warrior
from the Likud Party, has undertak-
en something that no one would have

thought possible: He has been engaging in
serious negotiations with Palestinian Presi-
dent Mahmoud Abbas.

It was Sharon’s visit to the al-Aqsa
mosque as opposition leader in September
2000 that precipitated the Palestinian dec-
laration of intifada that has raged for more
than four years. That Sharon is now at the
center of not only quelling that storm but
of working toward an agreement with the
Palestinian Authority seems like the ulti-
mate historical irony. But we shouldn’t be
surprised. History provides some prece-
dent for this apparent transformation.

Sharon is working toward complete Is-
raeli disengagement from the Gaza Strip,
including the removal of Israeli settlers.
For most observers of the crisis in the Mid-
dle East, Sharon would have been the last
person they expect-
ed to challenge the
settlers, make nice
with the Palestinian
Authority and take
serious steps toward
a long-term peace
that would eventual-
ly result in a Pales-
tinian state. There’s still a long way to go,
but few would have predicted Sharon to
make it even this far.

Two historical comparisons spring to
mind when one considers the path that
Sharon unexpectedly walks today: The
first is President Nixon’s trip to China in
1972. The other? South African President
F.W. de Klerk’s freeing of Nelson Mandela
and his subsequent negotiations leading to
the end of apartheid in the early 1990s. The
two men engaged in historical transforma-
tions at key moments, and they did so in

ways that their constituencies never would
have envisioned when they rose to office.
Sharon seems to be following their exam-
ple.

Consider this: All three heads of state —
Nixon, de Klerk and Sharon — came from
the conservative wings of their countries’
most prominent conservative parties.
Their opponents inevitably painted them
as reactionaries. Nixon was the Cold War
hatchet man who had enabled the worst ex-
cesses of McCarthyism. De Klerk came
from a National Party apparatus that had
cracked down on anti-apartheid resistance
in the 1980s. When he came to power he
was perceived as being to the right of his
predecessor, P.W. Botha. Sharon represent-
ed the Israeli settler community better
than any politician in recent memory.

Yet despite their reputations, they en-
gaged in liberal change that other leaders
could not have accomplished. It’s almost a
cliché that “only Nixon could have gone to
China.” What this means is that had a liber-
al Democrat, say George McGovern, an-
nounced that he intended to do so, his oppo-

nents would have
painted him as being
soft on communism
and worse. Because
Nixon’s anti-commu-
nist credentials
were impeccable, he
could engage with
the Chinese (and

pursue the subsequent détente with the So-
viets) without such fears. His record as an
ardent Cold Warrior prevented anyone’s
impugning his motives.

Similarly, only a staunch member of
South Africa’s National Party, the party
that had implemented and perfected apart-
heid, could have engaged with Nelson Man-
dela and lifted the ban on the African Na-
tional Congress and other opposition orga-
nizations. De Klerk’s standing as leader of
a right-wing establishment was essential to

effecting the transition from apartheid to
nonracial democracy. The Nationalists
would have swallowed up a more moder-
ate man.

All of which brings us back to Ariel
Sharon. We can see hints of Nixon and de
Klerk in the wily Likud prime minister.
Sharon came from his party’s conservative
wing, much as did de Klerk. He had a histo-
ry of active support for Israel’s settler com-
munities in the Gaza Strip and West Bank.

In the eyes not only of many liberal Israe-
lis, but of the rest of the world, Sharon was
retrograde, even less likely to withdraw set-
tlers from Gaza, negotiate with the head of
the Palestine Liberation Organization for a
two-state solution and ally with the Labor
Party in the face of conservative Likud op-
position than Nixon was to travel to China
or de Klerk was to seek rapprochement
with Mandela.

Perhaps, then, history can teach us a les-
son as we watch events unfold in the Mid-
dle East. Sometimes, having earned politi-
cal capital within their own factions, savvy
politicians are capable of using that capital
to create space to operate in ways both un-
anticipated and seemingly against the
grain.

Many are suspicious of Sharon because
he was, in their minds, the last person like-
ly to bring about peace and promote a
two-state solution in the lands between the
Jordan River and the Mediterranean Sea.

It may end up being less ironic than peo-
ple think if he instead becomes the only
man capable of doing so. Given the prece-
dents of Nixon and de Klerk, we have here
not an irony but the grasping of a historic
opportunity.

Derek Charles Catsam is an assistant professor of
history at the University of Texas of the Permian
Basin in Odessa.

Congress must help clear the fog on interrogations
BY LINDSEY GRAHAM

AND JANE HARMAN

S
hortly after Sept. 11, 2001, Presi-
dent Bush concluded that al-Qaida
and other terrorist organizations
would not be entitled to protections

provided by the Geneva Conventions. At
the same time, however, he rightly empha-
sized that the policy of our government
would be humane treatment for all those
who fall into U.S. hands.

We strongly believe it is imperative to
have a coherent, flexible and aggressive
set of interrogation procedures, allowing
our nation to acquire timely and valuable
intelligence. This must be done, however,
without forfeiting the moral authority that
is inherent to our nation and essential to
winning the global war on terrorism.

Unfortunately, some made early efforts
to limit the definition of torture to acts
“causing pain that is consistent with death
or organ failure.” This, in combination with
the inconsistent interpretation of other per-
tinent laws, started us off on the wrong
track. It has also left our military personnel
subject to prosecution and reprimand from
their respective branches of service.

It is clear to us that the events at Abu Gh-
raib prison in Iraq, as well as the allega-
tions of abuse at the U.S. military prison at
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, must be thorough-
ly addressed, and reforms enacted. Any at-
tempt to “play cute” with international, do-
mestic or military laws inevitably puts our
own troops at risk, leaving our armed ser-

vices personnel vulnerable to the same
type of treatment if captured. It has been
proved that torture or other inhuman con-
duct as a technique of information-gather-
ing is flawed and often produces unreliable
information.

We believe it’s time for a comprehensive
review of our interrogation techniques. In
addition, we must provide better legal guid-
ance to those responsible for interroga-
tions, possibly through the enactment of a
new federal law. We envision such a law as
requiring a collaborative effort between
Congress and the departments of Defense

and Justice in establishing procedures for
the use of coercive interrogation tech-
niques. This would help to ensure that we
gather needed information without giving
America a black eye.

Interrogations constitute a vital tool in elic-
iting intelligence in the war on terrorism. Un-
fortunately, the gaps in our laws have left
our interrogators without clear guidelines
on how to elicit that vital intelligence.

At the end of the day, this war will not be
won by military action alone. The recent
democratic elections in Iraq, combined
with the successful elections in Afghani-

stan, signal historic changes in the region.
We must empower moderate forces that
are willing to fight the extremists. Behav-
ior that appears to undermine the rule of
law will undermine these efforts.

The fog of war is thick enough. It’s time
for Congress to acknowledge there is also a
fog of law — and consider a legal frame-
work for interrogation procedures.

Sen. Lindsey Graham, R-S.C., is a member of the
Senate Armed Services and Judiciary committees
and a colonel in the Air Force Reserve. Rep. Jane
Harman of California is the ranking Democrat
on the House Permanent Select Committee
on Intelligence. This column first appeared
in The Washington Post.

Sharon goes against grain for greater good

There’s still a long way

to go, but few would

have predicted Sharon

to make it even this far.

OPINION
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BY DAWN FALLIK

Knight Ridder/Tribune

PHILADELPHIA — Freshly
fallen snow is really nature’s
white noise machine.

That’s right. It really is quiet
after a snowfall, and not just be-
cause everyone is hiding indoors.

Scientists have discovered that
in the first hours after a snowfall,
the flakes have a rare acoustic
quality to absorb sound waves.

Sometimes it lasts for just a few
hours — as in a slushy snowfall.

Other times, when it’s covered
by freezing rain, it heads to the op-
posite end of the acoustical spec-
trum and echoes like concrete.

Researchers worldwide, partic-
ularly where they get lots of win-
ter weather, say they study the
sound of snow in hopes of figur-
ing out everything from ava-
lanche triggers to noise insula-
tion.

“After a fresh snowfall, it’s
very quiet and then once it’s
blown by wind and sunshine, it
hardens and loses its effective-
ness,” said Gilles Daigle, who re-
searches sound acoustics for the
National Research Council, a gov-
ernmental research agency in Ot-
tawa, Canada.

The reason snow works so well
as a sound insulator is because all
the crystals are shaped different-
ly. So when they fall on each
other, they stack like differently
shaped blocks, leaving lots of air
between the flakes. The air works

like the holes in a sponge, trap-
ping sound waves and dampening
vibrations.

“The grains themselves aren’t
very spherical, so when it first
falls, it’s very fluffy,” said Dou-
glas Durian, who studies the phys-
ics of granular materials at the
University of Pennsylvania.

All of which is more easily done
with fallen snow. Falling snow,
however, is much harder to
study.

Snowflakes themselves are tiny

hard crystals and may actually
scatter sound more than absorb
it. But they’re hard to study —
they don’t stay still and aren’t pre-
dictable, say scientists.

It may seem like the study of
snow acoustics may be silly,
when it just lasts for a day or so.
But to Jerome Johnson, it was a
matter of saving lives.

Johnson works for the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers Cold
Region Research and Engineer-
ing Lab in Fairbanks, Alaska. A

few years ago, he studied snow
acoustics for Washington State.

“The goal was to develop ways
to trigger avalanches artificially
as a safety mechanism without
using traditional means, such as
artillery rounds,” he said.

Most scientists say there needs
to be more studies about snow —
if only it weren’t so hard to study.

“The thing with snow is that it’s
so variable,” said Daigle, in Cana-
da. “It changes hour by hour and
it’s quite challenging to keep up.”

AP

Philip House, left, says a prayer for Quetmon Powell, right, with Pow-

ell’s wife Niesha Powell, center, for Quetmon’s health Tuesday after

House presented Quetmon with a hand-built chair for his living room in

Roanoke, Va. Powell weighs about 700 pounds.

Snow is nature’s sound insulator

The Associated Press

CHARLESTON, S.C. — The
remains of 21 Confederate sol-
diers that were recovered
from beneath the stands of a
military college’s football stadi-
um will be reburied next
month.

Hundreds of soldiers and ci-
vilians were buried during the
Civil War on the land where
The Citadel’s stadium now
stands.

The city meant to allow the
graves to be moved in 1948,
when the stadium was built,
but because of a clerical error
the city’s letter only allowed
the headstones to be moved.

Civil War re-enactors began
looking for the graves of lost
Confederates in the 1990s. The
remains of about 40 Civil War
soldiers have been recovered
and reburied.

The latest group of remains
was found last June. The bod-
ies were badly deteriorated be-
cause they were buried near a
river and none have been iden-
tified.

Burial in a cemetery for the
21 soldiers is set for March 5.

The recovered remains of
about 350 civilians remain in
storage until the college de-
cides where they should be re-
buried.

AP

Jay Bailey drives a sleigh Monday across the fields at Fair Winds Farm in Brattleboro, Vt., while giving a ride

in freshly fallen snow. Recently, scientists have found that fresh snow has natural sound-muffling properties.

BY PATRICK T. REARDON

Chicago Tribune

Is that bespectacled boy who’s
pouring a sleeping potion into a
large jar Harry Potter? And, next
to him, is that Ron Weasley with
some truth potion? And Hermi-
one Granger with
“Love Potion No.
9”? Well, no.
That’s the point.

This is the May
2004 issue of “PS:
The Preventive
Maintenance
Monthly” comic
book, a
54-year-old publi-
cation aimed at
passing along
how-to tips to U.S.
soldiers for taking
care of everything
from giant aircraft to their person-
al kits.

It’s a parody of J.K. Rowling’s
literary juggernaut about an or-
phan boy with a scar on his fore-
head and an aptitude for magic. It
was written and produced all in
good fun, Army officials say, but
that’s not how Rowling and Warn-
er Bros., which is producing the
series of movies from her books,
are taking it.

They’re taking it as a possible
copyright infringement, and last
week a Warner lawyer began dis-

cussions of the question with
Army officials.

“Our lawyers say the illustra-
tions [of the Harry Potter-ish
characters] are permissible
under the U.S. copyright law as
parody,” says Lt. Col. Virginia

Ezell, a spokes-
woman for the
Army Materiel
Command in Fort
Belvoir, Va.,
which publishes
PS.

The May 2004
issue of PS drew
news attention
earlier this
month, particular-
ly from the United
Kingdom, after its
existence became
widely known
through a Feb. 3

posting on one of the Harry Pot-
ter Internet fan sites,
www.hpana.comcq.

PS, which is produced out of
Redstone Arsenal, Alabama, Ala.,
is a monthly comic with a circula-
tion of 88,000. The Army has been
using the colorful format for
more than half a century, Ezell
says, “to get the soldiers to pick it
up. It needs some way to attract
their attention.”

“We’re not trying to make
money out of this,” Ezell says.
“We’re trying to help soldiers. It’s
a way to keep them safe.”

BY MATT CHITTUM

The Roanoke Times

ROANOKE, Va. — Quetmon
Powell weighs about 700 pounds.
He rarely leaves his apartment.
It’s an existence he compares to
being in jail.

As many an inmate can attest,
simple pleasures for the rest of
the world become life-sustaining
luxuries for the confined.

That’s why Powell, 31, says
words can’t express his apprecia-
tion for a gift delivered to him
Tuesday evening — a gift that
will give him liberty from his bed,
let him take in fresh air on his
front porch, and bring him closer
to his wife and stepchildren.

It was a chair.
“It’s a man’s chair,” said Philip

House, the man who built it, as he
put it together for Powell.

Though he’d never built a piece
of furniture in his life, House de-
signed and built this piece from
6-by-6 inch cherry and cedar
after learning that the only piece
of furniture in Powell’s house suit-
able to hold him was a special bar-
iatric bed. House, a certified occu-
pational therapy assistant who
worked with Powell at a rehabili-
tation center last spring, was dis-
turbed that Powell’s family often
had to come to his bedroom to see

him, leaving him isolated in his
own home.

About one in 50 adult Ameri-
cans suffers from morbid obesity,
though most cases are not as ex-
treme as Powell’s. Morbid obesi-
ty, in which a person weighs 100
pounds more than their ideal
weight, increased twice as fast as
regular obesity in the past 15
years, recent studies show. A
study by a RAND Corp. research-
er in 2003 found that morbid obe-
sity increased fourfold from 1986
to 2000.

Powell’s “lifestyle was pretty
much lay in bed, get up and walk
to the front door, get up and walk
to the back door,” House said.

“I decided I’d pray about it, be-
cause I thought there might be
some thing I might be able to do.”

Right away, he began to get
ideas about what the chair would
look like.

Colleagues at the rehabilitation
center helped pay for the lumber,
and local mills agreed to cut and
shape it. On Tuesday, he showed
Powell a list of 21 people, compa-
nies and churches that all de-
served thanks.

Powell was always overweight,
“but it never really hindered me
in any way.”

When he injured his knee and
was hospitalized in the spring, he
weighed 868 pounds. The last
time he was weighed, he was
down to 719. If he gets down to
600, doctors will allow him to
have gastric bypass surgery.

Until then, he cannot work, be-
cause he is considered disabled.

Rowling not amused
with Army’s parody

Big chair
frees man
from bed

Confederate
remains to
be reburied
in the South

J.K. Rowling

PAGE 14 · STARS AND STRIPES · MIDEAST EDITION · Friday, February 25, 2005



Friday, February 25, 2005 · STARS AND STRIPES · MIDEAST EDITION · PAGE 15



AMERICAN
ROUNDUP

Spc. Amy Egbert of Grand Forks,

N.D., and the 141st Engineer

Combat Battalion, is reunited with

her dog, Angel, at Hector

International Airport in Fargo, N.D.

Egbert and her husband, Sgt.

Dallas Egbert, both returned to

North Dakota after serving in Iraq.

Man gunned down

CA SACRAMENTO — A
23-year-old man was

gunned down in broad day-
light while sitting in his car
at a busy intersection Sun-
day in what a sheriff’s
spokesman called an “exe-
cution.”

Sacramento County
sheriff’s investigators
are looking for possible
links to several re-
cent gang-related
shootings, Sgt. R.L. Davis said.

Authorities said two men got out
of a silver 1997 Toyota Camry,
went around a bus filled with 16
children from a church and fired
up to 18 rounds into Pra Vang’s
car.

Witnesses told authorities the as-
sailants, described as Asian men
wearing red and black clothing,
fled in the Toyota, which was carry-
ing two other passengers.

Vang died at the scene, Davis
said. No one else was injured, and
no other vehicle was hit, Davis
said.

Coffee Pot dilemma

PA BEDFORD — The owners
of a coffeepot-shaped lun-

cheonette are hoping someone
perks up and figures out a new use
for the historic structure.

About a 18 months ago, a former
owner donated the 1927-era
Koontz Coffee Pot to the Bedford
County Fair Board. The board
moved the notable building to the
front entrance of its fairgrounds
and spent thousands of dollars to
renovate it.

But now, the board isn’t sure
what to do with it.

“We’re just letting it be known
that if people have suggestions,
we’re open to them,” said board
president John Holbert.

Until 2003, the Coffee Pot sat on
U.S. Route 30 — one of America’s
first highways, also known as the
Lincoln Highway. Bert Koontz, a
local businessman, built the struc-
ture as a novelty luncheonette de-
signed to draw customers to the
service station next door.

Some have suggested using it for
a hot dog stand, a retail shop or an
art gallery.

Olga Herbert, the director of the
Lincoln Highway Heritage Corri-
dor, thinks the Coffee Pot would be
a great place to sell coffee cups
and coffee beans.

Fleet converting fuel

TN CHATTANOOGA — All die-
sel vehicles in the

city-owned fleet will begin using
biodiesel next week in an effort to
improve air quality. Regular diesel
fuel is mixed with animal fats and
vegetable oils to produce biodiesel.
State officials already agreed to re-
duce interstate highway speed lim-
its in Hamilton County to lessen
pollutants from diesel engines.

Pella opening new plant

IL MACOMB — Pella Corp., an
Iowa-based window and

door maker, said it will build a
manufacturing plant in Macomb,
creating 480 jobs. Up to $7 million
in state grants and tax incentives
will help launch the
275,000-square-foot factory that’s
scheduled to open in March 2006.
Pella will produce a new line of his-
toric-looking windows at the plant.

Student guilty of murder

TX EDINBURG — A
17-year-old has pleaded

guilty to stabbing to death a fellow

student as they waited for their par-
ents to pick them up from an
after-hours school event last
March.

Jason C. Gonzalez pleaded guilty
Tuesday to stabbing 15-year-old Li-
anna Nicole Olmeda 15 times out-
side Pharr-San Juan-Alamo North
High School after a drama competi-
tion on March 29, 2004.

Gonzalez was to stand trial for
Olmeda’s death, but because of his
guilty plea, a jury will determine
Gonzalez’s punishment. The jury
will hear testimony from police of-
ficers, teachers, witnesses and fam-
ily members.

Gonzalez is being tried as a
minor because he was 16 at the
time of the murder.

Prosecuting Assistant District
Attorney Juan Villescas asked ju-
rors to give Gonzalez the maxi-
mum of 40 years in prison.

Defense attorney Eddy Trevino
told jurors Gonzalez suffered men-
tal problems since age 12, includ-
ing attention deficit hyperactive
disorder and depression. After the
slaying, Gonzalez was diagnosed
with Aspergers syndrome, a
high-functioning form of autism.

Shellfish harvest ban on

VA
GLOUCESTER — A state
ban on shellfish harvesting

from six tributaries of the Severn
River was set to begin Tuesday, fol-
lowing the discovery of high levels
of bacteria from human or animal
waste.

The state ordered the ban last

month for Whitaker,
Free School and Ster-
ling creeks, as well as

their tributaries on the
Severn’s northwest

branch. On the Severn’s
southwest branch, Wil-
letts Creek, Rowes Creek,
Holly Bush Creek and
their tributaries were also

made off-limits to shellfish
harvesting.

Recent water samples from
those tributaries showed ex-
cessive levels of fecal
coliform, and eating shellfish

from the waterways could lead to
illness, state officials said.

Commercial fishermen don’t
work on those tributaries. But Tim
Fearington, field director of the
Virginia Division of Shellfish Sani-
tation’s Norfolk office, said home-
owners on the affected waterways
had been advised not to harvest
and eat shellfish.

Some people might have piers or
docks in the creeks and use traps
to grow oysters, he said.

The condemnations follow a Di-
vision of Shellfish Sanitation sur-
vey of 906 properties in the Severn
watershed from February 2004 to
April 2005 that identified 82 poten-
tial sources of pollutants.

The sources include livestock
with direct access to creeks and
ditches, homeowners with septic
systems leaking effluent and wash-
ing machines that drain directly
onto the ground or into ditches.

Bill would ban trap

RI
PROVIDENCE — Legisla-
tion has been introduced

that would ban a type of animal
trap in Rhode Island.

Currently, the leghold,
steel-jawed trap can be used in the
state, with a permit from the state
Department of Environmental
Management. The animal rights
group Defenders of Animals wants
to ban the traps, saying they maim
pets and other animals, and could
be dangerous to small children.

Similar traps have been banned
in 90 countries, according to the
group.

The bill was introduced by Rep.
Joseph Trillo, of Warwick, on De-
fenders of Animals’ behalf.

No BO in the library!

CA
SANTA BARBARA —
County officials say people

with body odor aren’t welcome as
library users. That means people
who smell bad, including many
homeless, can be denied service.
Library Director Brian Reynolds
said librarians will use their discre-
tion.

Bill benefits vets

WY
CHEYENNE — Gov. Dave
Freudenthal signed a bill

that will make it easier for veter-
ans to obtain an $800 break on
their property taxes. The previous
law contained a list of wars and
had to be updated after each con-
flict involving the U.S. military.
The new law streamlines the pro-
cess so that veterans are automati-
cally eligible.

Officials using blogs

MN
MINNEAPOLIS — Some
elected and appointed offi-

cials are using Web logs to keep
their constituents in the loop. The
bloggers’ topics range from rede-
velopment efforts to where a city
manager was going on a winter get-
away. Scott Neal, Eden Prairie city
manager, says it’s a way to reduce
the disconnect between local gov-
ernment and its citizens.

Nick Sainato, of Morris Township,

N.J., straightens out the nose on a

large snowman. Sainato and three friends built the 15-foot-plus snowman

on Sainato’s front yard.

Back to best friends

Ten-year-old Allie Billiot plays on a tire

swing in Bayou Black, La.

Big man in the yard

Out for a swing
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While walking his two miniature schnau-

zers along the north shore of Flathead

Lake, Dave Handy watches one of the canines playfully leap into the air in

Somers, Mont.

Museum may get boost

SC
CHARLESTON — A
long-delayed black history

museum could get a much-needed
boost this week if the City Council
approves spending $250,000 to
launch a national fund-raising cam-
paign. The museum was first sug-
gested by Mayor Joseph P. Riley
Jr. five years ago. The original $37
million price tag has increased to
an estimated $50 million, organiz-
ers say.

Court cashes in

PA
PHILADELPHIA — A
3-year-old program that al-

lows police to impound the cars of
traffic scofflaws has helped turn a
once financially strapped court
into a cash cow.

President Judge Francis E.
Kelly of the Philadelphia Traffic
Court said not enough money was
coming in to cover the court’s ex-
penses in 1990, with $56 million
owed and more than 174,000 arrest
warrants unserved.

Last year, the court collected
$23.1 million, nearly five times its
$4.8 million budget. Court officials
expect to collect even more money
this year.

Law enforcement efforts were
beefed up, but authorities credit
2002’s Live Stop program for
much of the turnaround. Under the
program, police are allowed to
seize cars stopped for traffic viola-
tions if the vehicle is unregistered
or uninsured, or if the driver is not
properly licensed.

The program has resulted in the
impounding of 75,000 vehicles.

Last year, 27,000 vehicles were
seized and nearly 15,000 released
after the owners settled their out-
standing tickets.

About 45 percent of the fines col-
lected at the court go to the city, 55
percent to the state.

Nickel bingo now OK

OR
KLAMATH FALLS — The
folks who play bingo at the

Klamath Basin Senior Citizen Cen-
ter are no longer outlaws.

Five months ago, the Depart-
ment of Justice contacted officials
at the senior center after getting a
complaint that bingo games were
being played for cash.

Nickels, to be exact.

The senior center has a gam-
bling license for the higher-stakes
bingo program. But the Golden
Age Club, which has about 200
members, is separate from the se-
nior center and has never had a
gaming license for its nickel-bingo
operation.

The Klamath County Board of
Commissioners last week amend-
ed the county’s social gaming ordi-
nance to include bingo, to the relief
of the seniors who learned they’ve
been playing an illegal game for
the last two decades.

“Have fun with your bingo with-
out the bureaucracy,” Commission-
er Bill Brown told an audience of
about 20 seniors who came to sup-
port changing the rule.

Students clean up

MI
ANN ARBOR — Some Uni-
versity of Michigan stu-

dents are cleaning up — in more
ways than one.

They’re getting cash payments

for keeping their dormitory rooms
presentable and available for tours
by prospective students and their
parents.

Eighteen students in nine resi-
dence halls are participating in the
Michigan Campus Day tour pro-
gram, according to Randi Johnson,
the university’s housing outreach
coordinator.

The rules for Campus Day partic-
ipants technically don’t require a
clean room. Participants do, how-
ever, have to be dressed and out of
bed if they are home, and must let
tour groups see their room from 11
a.m. to 1:30 p.m. on Mondays,
Thursdays and Fridays.

Displays of anything illegal, of-
fensive or banned — like hot plates
— are forbidden.

Sophomores Aaron Bennick and
Eric Romain are receiving $100
each this semester to participate.

Their room impressed Clark
Iverson, 44, of Royal Oak, who was
on the Friday tour with his
18-year-old son, Geoffrey, a high
school senior who has been admit-
ted to Michigan.

“It’s cleaner than a 15-year-old’s
room,” Clark Iverson said.

Banks hit by forgers

NC
HIGH POINT — A group
of forgers who bilked two

High Point banks out of nearly
$125,000 on one day last month is
suspected in similar schemes that
cost area banks more than
$250,000 since December. Police
say surveillance footage showed as
many as 40 to 50 people cashed
counterfeit payroll checks doc-
tored to resemble those from a
local business. The scenario has
been reported in recent months at
three banks in Thomasville and
Davidson County.

Developer settles debts

RI
PROVIDENCE — The devel-
oper who wants to buy the

Westin Hotel in Providence will
pay $6.5 million to the state to set-
tle debts left from the 1990s bank-
ing crisis. The deal with James Pro-
caccianti was approved by a state
committee. Both sides said the set-
tlement is unrelated to the Procac-
cianti Group’s $95.5 million high
bid for the Westin.

County goes after city

MI
DETROIT — Wayne Coun-
ty officials want Hamtram-

ck to refund nearly $4 million in
overpayments, a burden the strug-
gling city says it can’t afford. The
county says it overpaid Hamtram-
ck for 15 years as part of an agree-
ment that compensates the city for
revenue lost in connection with the
county jail. The error was discov-
ered after the county’s longtime ac-
counting director retired.

Trust land package sinks

AZ
PHOENIX — Efforts to
hammer out a package of

state trust land changes to benefit
education funding, preservation of
open space and planned develop-
ment have foundered at the Legis-
lature, officials said. Arizona has
9.3 million acres of trust land,
awarded by the federal govern-
ment at statehood. It must be used
to benefit public schools and insti-
tutions.

Stories and photos from wire services

Alvin Spanske, 10, feeds a bird on Detroit’s Belle Isle

during a visit to the park with his grandparents.

Wayne County, Ind., sheriff’s

deputies investigate a fatal crash

between a car and train near

Hagerstown. The driver of the car,

according to eyewitness reports,

went around the crossing gates and

was pushed several hundred feet.

Andrew Orbin leads bigger farm tractors down old U.S. 231 on

their way to McCutcheon High School near Lafayette, Ind. The

students from McCutcheon drove their tractors to the school for National FFA Week.

Bad collision

Careful, they’ll all want some

Happy schnauzer

Small, but still in front
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AP

At his home in Los Angeles, first-time Oscar voter Keith David watches actress Imelda Staunton’s perfor-

mance in “Vera Drake,” which earned her an Academy Award nomination for best actress. He was racing

to view all the films nominated before the ballot deadline Tuesday.

Prince gets NAACP kudos

Prince may be a man of many
names, but the NAACP likes his
image regardless.

The “Purple Rain” singer will be
honored with the 2005 NAACP Van-
guard Award in a Los Angeles ceremo-
ny. The presentation will take place
during the 36th annual NAACP Image
Awards ceremony on March 19,
which will be broadcast March 25 on
Fox television.

“During the
’80s, Prince
emerged as the mu-
sical prophet of the
era, releasing a se-
ries of albums that
both define and
captured the spirit
of the times,” the
National Associa-
tion for the Ad-
vancement of Col-
ored People said in
a statement. “His
genre-bending songs sent shock
waves through the music industry
that still reverberate today.”

The award is given to those who
have worked to increase understand-
ing and awareness of racial and social
issues. The previous honorees are
film director Steven Spielberg and
movie producer Stanley Kramer.

Earlier this month, Prince won two
Grammy Awards — for best male
R&B vocal performance for “Call My
Name,” a single from his most recent
album, “Musicology,” and best tradi-
tional R&B vocal performance for
“Musicology.”

First ‘Idol’ to tour solo

Kelly Clarkson is hitting the road on
her first solo headline tour.

Clarkson, winner of the first “Ameri-
can Idol” competition, will open “The
Breakaway Tour” March 30 in Tulsa,
Okla. The tour will end in Vancouver,
British Columbia,
May 29.

“Nothing makes
me happier than
being on the road,”
the 22-year-old
singer said in a
statement Tues-
day. “I can’t wait
to see the fans and
perform my new
material.”

Clarkson will
perform in mostly
theater-size ven-
ues, which she says “will be a great op-
portunity for me to connect with my
die-hard fans in an intimate setting.”

Other stops on the 34-city tour in-
clude New York, Los Angeles and Chi-
cago.

Film too hot for Taiwan

Director Tsai Ming-liang says he
won’t release his award-winning film
“The Wayward Cloud” in his native
Taiwan if the island’s censors insist on
cutting any of its sexually explicit
scenes.

The film won a Silver Bear from the
Berlin International Film Festival Sat-
urday for outstanding artistic contri-
bution. The movie stars Lee
Kang-sheng, who plays a porn film
actor caught between his longtime
on-screen partner and his girlfriend.

The movie includes oral sex, nudity
and other sexually explicit scenes.

Tsai said he sought to use the film to
explore the bewildering subject of the
human body.

“It will not be shown unless in its to-
tality,” Tsai told TV reporters.

Stories and photos from wire services

BY BETH HARRIS

The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES

K
eith David popped in a
DVD of “Vera Drake”
and settled into the
comfort of his pil-

low-strewn brown sofa. The vet-
eran actor had decisions to make
— lots of them — that would af-
fect careers and coffers alike.

David is a new member of one
of the world’s most exclusive vot-
ing blocs, the Academy of Mo-
tion Picture Arts and Sciences.
He’s deciding for the very first
time who gets to go home with
an Oscar on Sunday.

“My vote counts,” he said.
“It’s like I’m the Electoral Col-
lege.”

David, animator Brad Bird, ac-
tress Scarlett Johansson and cos-
tume designer David C. Robin-
son were among 127 people invit-
ed to join the 5,808-member
academy last year.

“It’s really nice to be able to
feel like you have some part of
who is recognized,” said Johans-
son, 20, one of the youngest vot-
ers. “Maybe I should’ve done a
bet with somebody to see if my
picks win.”

Watching 35 movies — plus 10
short subjects and 10 documenta-
ries — and listening to five CDs
of nominated songs in barely
three weeks would be nirvana to
most film fans.

But it’s been a race to the dead-
line — a very firm deadline that
passed at 5 p.m. Tuesday — for
many academy members, most
of whom have jobs and families
to attend to each day. David, for
instance, had to cram two or
three movies in after midnight
one recent evening.

Bird’s also felt the squeeze.
“I feel a real rush, almost a

panic, to see them all,” he says,
“so I’m voting from a place of
knowledge and not just because
I know someone on a film or I
like someone on a film.”

Sometimes, the movies meld
into a confusing blur.

Bird, nominated this year for
original screenplay and animat-
ed feature for “The Incredi-
bles,” recently attended the
academy’s nominees luncheon
and met best-actress contender
Annette Bening. He told her he
loved her in “Finding Julia.”

Oops! Bird had confused
“Being Julia” with best-picture
nominee “Finding Neverland.”

“I immediately corrected my-
self,” he said. “I’ve seen so many
in so little time.”

Bird took his screeners — the
free tapes and DVDs of the nomi-
nees — with him everywhere
and watched at least one a day.

During idle moments, he even
resorted to seeing some on his
computer.

Animated feature and original
screenplay were Bird’s easiest
votes — for himself.

“I feel like I did a good job,”
he said modestly.

Robinson, the New York-
based costume designer,
watched three movies a day. If
he wasn’t vot-
ing, he acknowl-
edged he proba-
bly would have
skipped “Lem-
ony Snicket’s A
Series of Unfor-
tunate Events”
and “Hotel
Rwanda.”

“It’s not
brain surgery,”
he said. “It’s
the performanc-
es and movies
and visual
things that
grab you and
make you feel
something. I’m
going to pick
the things that
do that,” he
said in a phone
interview last
week.

So, did any of our first-timers
vote for pals or someone who
helped them get a job?

“If I felt two works were equal-
ly good and I liked one person
more than another, it would

push it over,” Bird admitted.
“But in the end, you’re voting on
the work.”

Some Academy members, in-
cluding Johansson, simply don’t

have the time
to review all 24
categories, so
they abstain
from voting in
contests they
haven’t seen.

“You want to
be able to real-
ly give a fair
judgment,”
said the busy
actress.

Others skip
the more tech-
nical catego-
ries, professing
ignorance
about the nu-
ances of crafts
such as sound
mixing, sound
editing, visual
effects and cin-
ematography.

But not David, a Tony- and
Emmy-nominated actor whose
credits include “There’s Some-
thing About Mary,” “Head of
State” and “Barbershop.”

“It’s my opinion,” he said.
“Even if I don’t know enough

about it, when I look at the
movie, I look at that aspect. I
know how a good editor can save
... a bad director.”

After watching “Vera Drake”
on his 36-inch television, David
scribbled down notes detailing
what he liked about the illegal
abortion drama starring best-ac-
tress nominee Imelda Staunton.

“Torn doesn’t begin to de-
scribe it,” he said. “A lot of them
get the same mark, so I go back
and narrow it down. The few
movies that I’m very hot on, I go
back and watch them again. It’s
hard to compare actors unless
you saw them all play the same
role.”

Bird will be in the Kodak The-
atre audience on Oscar night
and Johansson will be a present-
er. David and Robinson, mean-
while, will have to watch the
fruits of their labors on TV be-
cause there’s not enough room
at the Kodak for every academy
member.

But that hasn’t dimmed Dav-
id’s regard for Hollywood’s high-
est honor.

“I’m very glad they changed
the language to ‘The Oscar goes
to,’ instead of ‘The winner is,’ ”
David said. “There are no losers
here.”

New Academy members deal
with first-time voting jitters

FACES

Clarkson

Prince

It’s not brain

surgery. It’s the

performances

and movies and

visual things

that grab you

and make you

feel something.

I’m going to pick

the things that

do that.

David Robinson
Costume designer and

Academy Award voter
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EXCHANGE RATES
Military rates

Euro costs ....................................... $1.35598
Dollar buys ....................................... €0.7354
British pound ....................................... $1.96
Japanese yen (Feb. 25) ..................... 102.00
South Korean won (Feb. 24) ............ 977.00

Commercial rates
Bahrain (Dinar) ................................ 0.37698
British pound .................................... $1.9095
Canada (Dollar) ................................. 1.2374
Denmark (Krone) ................................... 5.29
Egypt (Pound) .................................... 5.8089
Euro ....................................... $1.3226/0.7561
Hong Kong (Dollar) ............................ 7.7998
Hungary (Forint) ................................ 182.87
Iceland (Krona) ..................................... 59.44
Israel (Shekel) .................................... 4.3554
Japan (Yen) ........................................ 104.85
Kuwait (Dinar) .................................. 0.29190
Norway (Krone) ..................................... 5.88
Philippines (Peso) ................................ 54.64
Saudi Arabia (Riyal) ............................. 3.58
Singapore (Dollar) ............................ 1.6263
South Korea (Won) ........................ 1,003.90
Switzerland (Franc) ............................... 1.10
Thailand (Baht) .................................... 38.34
Turkey (New Lira) ............................. 1.3000

(Military exchange rates are those
available to customers at military bank-
ing facilities in the country of issuance
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the
Netherlands and the United Kingdom.
For nonlocal currency exchange rates
(i.e., purchasing British pounds in Germa-
ny), check with your local military bank-
ing facility. Commercial rates are inter-
bank rates provided for reference when
buying currency. All figures are foreign
currencies to one dollar, except for the
British pound, which is represented in
dollars-to-pound, and the euro, which is
dollars-to-euro.)

PRECIOUS METALS
London close

Gold ................................................... $432.50
Silver ..................................................... $7.27

INTEREST RATES
Prime rate ............................................... 5.50
Discount rate ......................................... 3.50
Federal funds market rate ................. 2.50
3-month bill ............................................ 2.63
30-year bond .......................................... 4.69
Sources: The Associated Press, Bank of
America

Dear Tom and Ray:
The owner’s manual for my

2004 Pontiac Vibe lists two main-
tenance schedules. The long-trip
plan calls for the engine oil and
filter to be changed every 7,500
miles (or 12 months), while the
short-trip maintenance schedule
sets a 3,000-mile interval for this
service. Although my car meets
all the requirements for the
long-trip oil-change interval, the
dealership
where I take
it strongly rec-
ommends the
short-trip
schedule in
the winter, because according to
the service manager, the winters
in Maine cause oil to break down
more quickly, and this can lead
to engine damage if the oil is not
changed every 3,000 miles. Is the
dealership just looking for more
business, or is it correct?

— Wayne
TOM: Yes, and yes. Of course

it’s looking for more business.
But harsh winter conditions can
be harder on your oil.

RAY: Most manufacturers now
recommend a 7,500-mile
oil-change interval for what they
call “normal” service. That’s the
way most people use their cars —
including you, Wayne.

TOM: Then they have what’s
usually called an “extreme duty”
or “hard service” interval of
3,000 miles for people who make
their engines work the hardest.
These are folks who use their
cars as taxicabs, drive on dirt
roads a lot or tow trailers fre-
quently. Normally, spending a

winter in Maine is not considered
extreme duty. Not for the car, any-
way. For me it would be.

RAY: But what tends to happen
in the winter is that people drive
places they usually don’t drive. In
the summer, you might walk 10
minutes to the store to pick up a
quart of vegan peppermint pat-
ties. But when it’s 2 degrees out
with a 50 mph wind, and your
thighs freeze together after your

first 10 steps,
you’d proba-
bly decide to
take the car.
And when the
car is used for

lots of short trips in cold weather,
the engine never really warms up
entirely.

TOM: Until an engine warms
up and reaches full operating tem-
perature, it doesn’t burn its fuel
efficiently. That means there’s un-
burned gasoline in the cylinders.
Some of that gasoline makes its
way past the piston rings and into
the crankcase, where it mixes
with the oil. That mixture makes
for a lousy lubricant.

RAY: So, it’s not the winter tem-
peratures themselves that dam-
age the oil, it’s the type of driving
people tend to do in the winter.

TOM: If you make a lot of short
trips like that in the winter, then it
might make sense to change the oil
a little more frequently. We recom-
mend 5,000-mile intervals to all
but the most extreme drivers.

Got a question about cars? Write to
Click and Clack in care of this newspa-
per, or e-mail them by visiting the Car
Talk section of cars.com on the World
Wide Web. Distributed by King Features
Syndicate Inc.

MarketWatch

NEW YORK — Don’t cave in
to your teenager’s pleas for a
credit card or prepaid “allow-
ance” card.

They’re just not ready for plas-
tic, says Janet Bodnar, execu-
tive editor of Kiplinger’s Person-
al Finance. She offers a timeline
for your child’s financial devel-
opment: Start by teaching your
preschooler to save his or her
money. Kids this young literally
need to see their money, so don’t
head for the bank just yet. “They
think if their money goes in,
they’re never going to get it back
again,” explains Bodnar. In-
stead, keep your child’s savings
in a jar or piggybank.

Age 8: Open a savings ac-
count. By now, your child is old
enough to understand that a
bank will keep his or her money
safe until it is needed.

Age 16: Open a checking ac-
count with an ATM/debit card.
“Kids should have checking ac-
counts when they get their first
part-time job in high school,”
Bodnar says. “The key is that it’s
their money they have access

to.” Sometimes banks are reluc-
tant to open a checking account
for a minor, so be sure to ask
about joint or custodial accounts.

Resist the prepaid credit
cards marketed to this age
group, warns Bodnar. “They’re
marketed for parents as a tool to
teach the kids how to manage
their money,” she says. “Young
kids don’t really make a distinc-
tion between a prepaid card, a
credit card or a debit card. They
don’t get it. They don’t see it as a
money-management tool. It’s
not their money. It’s still mom
and dad’s money.”

Age 18: If your child does not
yet have a checking account,
open one. It’s a good preparation
for college, and the best way for
you to send him or her money in
an emergency.

Age 21 or 22: Let your child get
a credit card. Of course, you can’t
prevent him or her from applying
after age 18, but Bodnar says a
college senior is more prepared
for credit. “When kids get credit
cards younger in college, it’s too
much of a temptation — the idea
of, ‘Mom and Dad will bail me out
if I get into a problem.’ ”

BY SUE SHELLENBARGER

The Wall Street Journal

Mary Glenn readily changed her name when
she got married. Although she and her husband
share nearly everything and are raising two kids to-
gether, there’s one thing Glenn will never give up:
her own checking account.

Glenn splits the household expenses with her
husband but keeps a separate account for her own
autonomy, security and peace of mind. “It’s so free-
ing to be your own person, and not feel like some-
one is looking over your shoulder,” says the Col-
leyville, Texas, software executive.

For better or worse, setups like Glenn’s are in-
creasingly common. Bucking traditional notions
about the marital union, research suggests nearly
half of married couples now keep separate bank ac-
counts. A survey of 1,200 households by the Rad-
don Financial Group, Oakbrook Terrace, Ill., a re-
search and marketing concern, shows 48 percent
of married couples have two or more checking ac-
counts, up from 39 percent in 2001.

One reason seems to be a growing distrust be-
tween men and women on money matters. Anoth-
er, deeper change is under way too: a cultural
trend toward more independent banking behavior
among men and women alike, says Tony
Ward-Smith, a consultant to credit unions.

The increase in two-income households, the
high divorce rate and couples’ tendency to marry
at older ages are among the reasons for growth in
separate accounts, Ward-Smith says. Also, more
couples are part of stepfamilies with multiple lay-
ers of financial responsibility, including child sup-
port or alimony.

Many couples’ lives are too complex for a joint
account. Jean Lown, a Logan, Utah, college profes-
sor, says she and her husband had trouble sharing
a checkbook because she carried it with her, and
he sometimes forgot to record expenditures, caus-
ing tension and overdrafts. Separate accounts
solved the problem, she says. Years later, “we are
still happily married and using the same system.”

Even couples who pool funds are taking self-pro-
tective steps.

Jenn Lynch, a Portland, Ore., product manager,
believes that “nothing says trust and partnership
like joint credit cards and a single joint checking
account.” However, she and her husband, Bill, ex-
changed credit reports before pooling their assets,
“to make sure there was nothing funny on there,”
she says.

A growing number of financial advisers are rec-
ommending that couples keep three accounts — a
joint one for household bills, and separate ones for
personal needs. For a joint account, most couples
pony up a percentage of household expenses equal
to their share of household income; if the wife
makes $40,000 and the husband $60,000, she
would pay 40 percent of joint expenses.

Over time, many couples decide separate ac-
counts are a hassle.

Frank Pittman, an Atlanta psychiatrist and au-
thor, says he counselled one couple who were so
busy allocating expenses between their separate
accounts that they were “constantly preoccupied
with small amounts of money. They were losing all
the pleasure in life.” He advised them to stop nick-
el-and-diming each other, pool their assets and try
deciding jointly how to have some fun.

Click and Clack
Tom and Ray Magliozzi

Financial help for kids

Adjust maintenance
for wintertime habits

YOUR MONEY

More couples choosing
separate bank accounts

WEDNESDAY’S MARKET SUMMARY

KEY DEFENSE STOCKS
YTD

Name Div PE Last Chg %Chg

10,868.07 9,708.40 Dow Jones Industrials 10,673.79 +62.59 +.59 -1.01 +.68
3,823.96 2,743.46 Dow Jones Transportation 3,611.74 +71.59 +2.02 -4.91 +25.89

358.20 259.08 Dow Jones Utilities 345.38 +2.47 +.72 +3.11 +26.16
7,317.79 6,211.33 NYSE Composite 7,243.28 +32.11 +.45 -.09 +8.59
1,505.26 1,150.74 Amex Index 1,497.89 +8.35 +.56 +4.43 +20.79
2,191.60 1,750.82 Nasdaq Composite 2,031.25 +.93 +.05 -6.63 +.41
1,217.90 1,060.72 S&P 500 1,190.80 +6.64 +.56 -1.74 +4.12

668.18 548.29 S&P MidCap 654.25 +3.63 +.56 -1.37 +10.11
656.11 515.90 Russell 2000 620.54 +2.61 +.42 -4.76 +7.17

12,024.36 10,268.52 DJ Wilshire 5000 11,725.35 +60.58 +.52 -2.05 +5.31

MOST ACTIVE ($1 OR MORE)

Alliant Technosystem ... 16 68.28 -.31 +4.4
Armor Holdings ... 16 39.74 +.19 -15.5
Boeing 1.00 23 52.72 +.57 +1.8
Computer Sciences ... 15 44.93 -.07 -20.3
Engineered Sup Sys .07 19 53.96 -.38 -8.9
General Dynamics 1.44 17 103.04 -1.11 -1.5
General Electric .88 22 35.27 -.08 -3.4
Halliburton .50 ... 43.10 +.97 +9.8
Harris Corp. .48 27 64.51 -.06 +4.4
Allied Signal .83 22 37.38 +.11 +5.6
L-3 Communications .50 21 70.82 -.10 -3.3
Lockheed Martin 1.00 21 58.55 -.12 +5.4
NorthrpG s .92 17 52.17 +.09 -4.0
Raytheon .80 41 38.25 +.32 -1.5
Rockwell Intl. .66 23 58.91 +.16 +18.9
Sequa Corp. ... 34 55.70 -1.00 -8.9
Texas Instruments .10 24 25.47 -.10 +3.5
Textron Inc. 1.40 30 76.64 +.14 +3.8
United Technologies 1.76 18 99.75 +1.11 -3.5

NYSE

INDEXES

Name Vol (00) Last Chg

Pfizer 392310 26.31 -.28
Lucent 220827 3.19 ...
GenElec 194759 35.27 -.08
NortelN lf 185726 2.94 +.04
ExxonMbl 184797 59.42 +1.17
Citigrp 165452 48.38 +.43
AMD 154074 16.60 -.40
Masco 138038 33.07 -3.36
WalMart 135786 51.60 -.40
QwestCm 134259 4.05 +.11

52-week Net % YTD 52-wk
High Low Name Last Chg Chg % Chg % Chg

MOST ACTIVE ($1 OR MORE)

AMEX

Name Vol (00) Last Chg

SPDR 659616 119.45 +.85
SemiHTr 349446 33.06 -.23
SP Fncl 85488 29.62 +.27
iShRs2000 84535 123.83 +.73
iShJapan 82279 10.55 -.08
GreyWolf 63704 6.23 +.11
CanArgo n 63167 1.83 +.19
DJIA Diam 62875 106.83 +.77
SP Engy 32495 42.28 +.53
MadCatz g 29356 1.53 +.16

MOST ACTIVE ($1 OR MORE)

NASDAQ

Name Vol (00) Last Chg

Nasd100Tr 931142 36.94 +.05
Intel 907935 23.31 -.45
Microsoft 783323 25.20 -.03
Cisco 585875 17.28 -.03
JDS Uniph 565360 1.91 +.06
Oracle 405499 12.95 +.29
SunMicro 394553 4.15 +.08
CienaCp 385708 2.40 -.35
Yahoo s 342456 32.12 -.67
Novell 334589 5.62 -.50

YTD
Name NAV Chg. %Ret.

KEY MUTUAL FUNDS

Fidelity Invest: GroInc 37.47 +.21 -1.9
Fidelity Invest: GroCo 53.67 +.11 -4.3
Amer Century Inv: Ultra 28.36 +.10 -3.9
Fidelity Spartan: EqIdx 42.21 +.24 -1.5
Putnam Funds A: GrInA p 19.26 +.12 -.7
Fidelity Invest: A Mgr 16.05 +.03 -1.0
Frank/Temp Frnk A: SMCpGrA 33.36 +.15 -2.3
AIM Investments A: Const p 22.34 +.10 -2.2
Fidelity Invest: USBI 11.12 ... +.3
Fidelity Invest: Ovrsea 35.42 +.02 +.1
Fidelity Advisor T: GrOppT 29.82 +.14 -2.4
Fidelity Advisor T: EqInT 28.26 +.20
Scudder Funds S: GroIncS 21.59 +.13 -1.4
Putnam Funds A: GlbEqty p 8.42 +.02 -.4
AIM Investments A: ChartA p 12.79 +.08 -.2
AIM Investments A: WeingA p 12.71 +.09 -2.5
Merrill Lynch I: BalCapI 26.64 +.08 -.3
Scudder Funds S: Intl FdS 44.62 -.10 +.8
Fidelity Advisor T: OvrseaT 17.74 +.01 -.1
Lord Abbett A: DevGtA p 15.22 +.06 -4.3
Scudder Funds S: Income S 12.98 +.01 +.6
Merrill Lynch I: USGvtMtg 10.26 +.01 +.4
Scudder Funds S: Devel 19.59 +.17 +.5
Putnam Funds A: GlGvA p 13.05 -.04 -.8
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HL
Cold frnt. Warm frnt. Occluded fr.Trough Low HighStaty. front

KEY:
Sunny      Pt. Cldy. Mostly cldy. Cloudy         Showers      T-storms          Rain       Rain/snow       Snow

HI LO
Amsterdam 36 29
Bahrain 70 57
Beijing 32 16
Beirut 66 55
Bermuda 65 58
Caracas 88 75
Helsinki 20 06
Hong Kong 73 64
Lisbon 53 41

HI LO
Manila 90 73
Mexico City 71 49
Montreal 16 06
Riyadh 75 57
Rio de. Jan 86 75
Seoul  32 16
Sofia  41 31
Sydney 86 71
Tokyo 47 35

THE WORLD

HI LO
Cape Town 75 61
Dakar  72 63
Freetown 89 76
Kinshasa 89 73

HI LO
Mogadishu 88 74
Nairobi 86 57
Rabat   60 42
Tripoli 72 45

AFRICA

SUN & MOON

Abilene,Tex. 53 40 Cldy
Akron,Ohio 30 22 Cldy
Albany,N.Y. 28 11 Cldy
Albuquerque 46 31 Cldy
Allentown,Pa. 33 18 Cldy
Amarillo 46 31 Cldy
Anchorage 34 25 Cldy
Asheville 51 26 PCldy
Atlanta 58 35 PCldy
Atlantic City 35 20 PCldy
Austin 56 42 Cldy
Baltimore 35 23 PCldy
Baton Rouge 60 42 Cldy
Billings 57 35 Clr
Birmingham 56 32 Clr
Bismarck 41 17 Clr
Boise 52 30 Clr
Boston 29 19 Snow
Bridgeport 34 20 Cldy
Brownsville 62 50 Cldy
Buffalo 27 20 Snow
Burlington,Vt. 20 5 Cldy
Caribou,Maine 16 -4 Clr
Casper 55 20 Clr
Charleston,S.C. 56 39 Cldy
Charleston,W.Va. 39 25 PCldy
Charlotte,N.C. 50 31 Clr
Chattanooga 56 31 PCldy
Cheyenne 52 23 Clr
Chicago 36 23 Cldy
Cincinnati 40 26 Cldy

Cleveland 30 22 Cldy
Colorado Springs 47 24 PCldy
Columbia,S.C. 56 33 PCldy
Columbus,Ga. 61 38 Cldy
Columbus,Ohio 36 25 Cldy
Concord,N.H. 25 6 Snow
Corpus Christi 60 49 Cldy
Dallas-Ft Worth 59 39 PCldy
Dayton 37 25 Cldy
Daytona Beach 70 57 Rain
Denver 54 28 Clr
Des Moines 45 24 PCldy
Detroit 33 15 Snow
Duluth 25 9 Cldy
El Paso 49 33 Cldy
Elkins 34 19 Cldy
Erie 28 20 Snow
Eugene 55 37 PCldy
Evansville 47 28 PCldy
Fairbanks 18 -2 Clr
Fargo 27 12 PCldy
Flagstaff 40 23 Cldy
Flint 31 9 Snow
Fort Smith 57 37 PCldy
Fort Wayne 35 20 Cldy
Fresno 66 45 PCldy
Goodland 57 25 Clr
Grand Junction 49 30 PCldy
Grand Rapids 31 17 Snow
Great Falls 56 27 Clr
Green Bay 30 13 Snow
Greensboro,N.C. 47 27 PCldy

Harrisburg 33 22 Snow
Hartford Spgfld 28 14 Cldy
Helena 50 23 Clr
Honolulu 79 67 PCldy
Houston 60 44 Cldy
Huntsville 53 32 PCldy
Indianapolis 41 30 Cldy
Jackson,Miss. 58 35 PCldy
Jacksonville 62 48 Rain
Juneau 40 31 Rain
Kansas City 54 31 Clr
Key West 80 70 Cldy
Knoxville 52 30 PCldy
Lake Charles 59 42 PCldy
Lansing 31 13 Snow
Las Vegas 59 44 PCldy
Lexington 43 27 PCldy
Lincoln 55 29 Clr
Little Rock 55 35 PCldy
Los Angeles 64 50 PCldy
Louisville 46 28 PCldy
Lubbock 48 34 Cldy
Macon 59 35 Cldy
Madison 34 18 Snow
Medford 64 33 PCldy
Memphis 54 36 PCldy
Miami Beach 80 65 Rain
Midland-Odessa 47 35 Rain
Milwaukee 33 22 Snow
Mpls-St Paul 33 17 PCldy
Mobile 59 38 Cldy
Montgomery 60 33 PCldy

Nashville 51 32 Clr
New Orleans 61 47 Cldy
New York City 33 24 Cldy
Newark 33 24 Cldy
Norfolk,Va. 40 29 PCldy
North Platte 58 24 Clr
Oklahoma City 57 35 PCldy
Omaha 54 30 Clr
Orlando 73 59 Rain
Paducah 50 30 PCldy
Pendleton 26 55 Clr
Peoria 44 27 PCldy
Philadelphia 34 23 PCldy
Phoenix 66 49 PCldy
Pittsburgh 32 20 Cldy
Pocatello 46 20 Clr
Portland,Maine 25 7 Snow
Portland,Ore. 58 41 PCldy
Providence 30 17 Snow
Pueblo 52 22 PCldy
Raleigh-Durham 48 28 PCldy
Rapid City 62 26 Clr
Reno 54 28 PCldy
Richmond 41 23 PCldy
Roanoke 43 27 PCldy
Rochester 26 16 Snow
Rockford 36 22 Cldy
Sacramento 64 42 PCldy
St Louis 52 35 PCldy
St Thomas 81 72 Rain
Salem,Ore. 57 38 PCldy
Salt Lake City 51 30 Clr

San Angelo 50 39 Cldy
San Antonio 55 43 Cldy
San Diego 61 52 PCldy
San Francisco 59 47 PCldy
San Jose 63 45 PCldy
San Juan,P.R. 84 72 Rain
Santa Fe 41 24 Cldy
St Ste Marie 24 9 Cldy
Savannah 56 41 Cldy
Seattle 54 40 PCldy
Shreveport 58 38 PCldy
Sioux City 44 18 PCldy
Sioux Falls 37 18 PCldy
South Bend 32 19 Cldy
Spokane 52 29 Clr
Springfield,Ill. 45 28 PCldy
Springfield,Mo. 52 32 PCldy
Syracuse 27 15 Snow
Tallahassee 62 42 Rain
Tampa-St Ptrsbg 74 62 Rain
Toledo 33 19 Cldy
Topeka 57 31 Clr
Tucson 64 43 PCldy
Tulsa 59 36 Clr
Tupelo 55 31 PCldy
Waco 57 41 PCldy
Washington,D.C. 37 23 PCldy
W.Palm Beach 79 62 Rain
Wichita 58 33 Clr
Wichita Falls 55 37 Cldy
Wilkes-Barre 31 18 Cldy
Wilmington,Del. 35 21 PCldy
Yakima 22 55 Clr

TODAY’S STATESIDE OUTLOOK THE UNITED STATES TODAY
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EUROPEAN FORECAST

Shown is today’s
weather. Tempera-
tures are today’s
highs and tonight’s
lows. Pressure sys-
tems and fronts are
for noon today.

Mildenhall/

•
POLAND

CZECH REP. SLOVAKIA

AUSTRIA

HUNGARY

FRANCE

SWEDEN

NORWAY

SWITZ.

ITALY

GERMANY

RUSSIA

BELARUS

UKRAINE

NETH.

BELG..

BOSNIA

CRETESICILY

TUNISIAALGERIAMOROCCO

SPAIN

PORTUGAL

CORSICA

SARDINIA

SLOVENIA CROATIA

IRELAND

BRITAIN

DENMARK

TURKEY

MOLDOVA

ROMANIA

ALBANIA

BULGARIA

GREECE

SERBIA

MACEDONIA

LITHUANIA

LATVIA

ESTONIA

Munich
29/14

•

•
•

••

•

•

•
•

•

•

•

•
•

••

•

•

•

•

•

•
•

•

•
•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

• •

•

•

•

•

•

Moscow
17/07

St. Petersburg
21/10

Kiev
28/20

Bucharest
44/30

Warsaw
34/12

Oslo
29/11

Berlin
32/22

Frankfurt
27/16

Stuttgart
19/16

Prague
30/20

Budapest
34/18

Copenhagen
31/21

Reykjavik
37/31

Dublin
39/32

Ramstein
25/18

Vienna
32/19

Geneva
36/15

Brussels
36/23

Istanbul
51/41

Athens
61/48

Souda Bay
59/51

Sigonella
58/40

Naples
50/40

Rome
51/36

Belgrade
46/34

Sarajevo
37/18

Tirana
53/41

Pristina
48/30

Tuzla
39/21

Aviano
41/32

Pisa
43/36

Paris
33/20

Nice
46/30

Barcelona
49/33

Madrid
41/20

Morón
66/41

Rota
66/44

Lisbon
53/41

Izmir
50/45

London
40/32

Lakenheath
36/28

Stockholm
27/17

Benelux: Mostly cloudy to cloudy with
isolated snowshowers. Highs in the
mid to upper 30s.

Britain, Ireland: Mostly cloudy to
cloudy with isolated rain/snowshow-
ers. Highs in the mid 30s to lower
40s.

Croatia and Bosnia: Cloudy with
snowshowers. Highs in the upper
30s to lower 40s.

France: Mostly cloudy to cloudy with
isolated snowshowers. In the north,
highs in the lower 30s. In the south,
high in the mid to upper 40s.

Northern Germany: Cloudy with iso-
lated snowshowers. Highs in the mid
20s to lower 30s.

Southern Germany: Mostly cloudy
with isolated snowshowers. Highs in
the upper teens to upper 20s.

Hungary: Mostly cloudy with isolated
morning snowshowers. Highs in the
lower to mid 30s.

Northern Italy: Partly cloudy. Highs
in the upper 30s to lower 40s.

Southern Italy: Cloudy with rain-
showers and isolated thunderstorms.
Highs in the 50s.

Kosovo: Cloudy with morning rain-
showers. Highs in the upper 40s.

Norway: Partly cloudy. Highs in the
upper 20s to lower 30s.

Portugal, Spain: Mostly cloudy to
cloudy with isolated rain/snowshow-
ers in the east. In the north, highs in
the 40s. In the south, highs in the
mid 50s to lower 60s.

Turkey: Mostly cloudy to cloudy with
isolated rainshowers and thunder-
storms. Highs in the lower 50s to
lower 60s.

European forecast for 25 February 2005

Hi Lo Otlk

For current weather watches, warnings,
and 5-day forecasts go to the USAFE
Operational Weather Squadron home
page at:
https://ows.sembach.af.mil
http://ows.public.sembach.af.mil

Forecast by: USAFE
Operational Weather
Squadron, Sembach,
Germany.
Produced by:
A1C Brooke Silva

As of noon, Eastern U.S. time

Non Operational
Use Only

SAUDI ARABIA

IRAN

OMAN

AFGHANISTAN

PAKISTAN
IRAQ

TURKEY

SYRIA

TURKMENISTAN

INDIA

MIDEAST

Incirlik
66/45

Baghdad
65/48

Kuwait City
69/54

Dhahran
66/48

Dubai
71/63

Zahedan
59/43

Karachi
84/63 Bombay

91/75

New Delhi
76/54

Kandahar
62/42

Kabul
45/21

Islamabad
67/41

Mazar-e-Sharif
45/33

Ashgabat
56/35

Tehran
50/41

Hyderabad
96/70

Tel Aviv
69/48

Cairo
73/51

•
•

•

•

•

•

•

•
• •

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Today Tomorrow
Sunrise (Baghdad) 6:36AM 6:35AM
Sunrise (Frankfurt) 7:17AM 7:15AM
Sunset (Baghdad) 5:57PM 5:58PM
Sunset (Frankfurt) 6:01PM 6:03PM

Skopje
46/35•

•Stavanger
34/22

Lajes
62/52

Last qtr.
3 Mar 05

New moon
10 Mar 05

First qtr.
17 Mar 05

Full moon.
25 Mar 05

L

L

L

H
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In spite of best intentions, it quick-
ly becomes apparent that what will
be will be — you are not entirely in
charge. The restless energy
that takes over is perfect for
drifting on the waves of
imagination and going
where the tides tug. The
moon enters Libra tonight,
and what occurs after that
will make the whole day
seem worthwhile.

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY
(February 25). You’re
alive with the spirit of learn-
ing. Mental expansion also
makes you oh-so-attractive
to just the people you love to be

around. Make sure to put plenty of

fun into your schedule this spring, or

you’ll be too resentful to make the

most of a June opportunity. The

practicalities of love are solved in

April, paving the way for a dreamy

connection.

ARIES (March 21-April 19).

There are people to meet, places to

go and things to buy. If you put your

attention on the people and places,

it will seem less important to pur-

chase the extra trappings to prove

you were there.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20).

You’ve played love’s game, and

now, your romantic prospect is

exactly where you want him or her.

As Dorothy Parker once said, “...

and if that makes you happy, kid,

you’ll be the first it ever did.”

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).

Life’s juicy offerings go to the patient

now. Once you arrive in a social

setting, plan to stay as long as

possible. If you loiter around long

enough, the whole world will drift in

and out.

CANCER (June 22-July 22).

Your inner wild child comes to the

fore. You may feel possessive when

others howl at the moon. Your feral

heart acts out in a way that no one

else should be able to duplicate,

crowd or stop.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). You get

what you aim for, so aim high. You

might be surprised at what you

actually stop yourself from accepting
because down deep you still don’t
feel you deserve it. It’s not too late to
change your self-concept.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22).
There’s a fanciful twist in the plot of

your love life — how
delicious. Don’t spend
your energy telling every-
one. Keep romantic
secrets. Also, while chas-
ing after fame or notori-
ety, you could actually
make some money.

LIBRA (Sept.
23-Oct. 23). Restless-
ness sets in — you sense
that other people in the
world are having much
more fun than you. In this

state, daily chores can seem lethal.
If you can blow off responsibility and
be spontaneous, you’re cured.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21).

There’s so much creative energy at
your disposal! But in order to keep
producing, you must keep exposing
yourself to new influences. Educate

yourself. It’s thrilling work.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.
21). The theme is compassion.
Having more of it requires an effort,

but you won’t be sorry you tried. See
a problem from at least three points
of view before you make a judg-
ment. A loving Aquarius helps.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.
19). Your train of thought has
definitely left the station. Now that
you’re on your way with this new

project and your brain is humming
with what to do next and next and
next, you are extremely attractive to
new romantic prospects.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18).
Good news invigorates you and just
when you need it the most! It’s also

stimulating to be around people who
are riding out a wave of success.
Say “yes” to the invitation tonight,
but do put boundaries in place.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20).
Take care of your body. Your mind
and your relationships run beautifully
when you feel good. It’s a fine time

to stop worrying about that family
member who continues to march to
a different drummer.

Creators Syndicate

Horoscope

Holiday Mathis
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Eugene Sheffer Crossword

Across
1 Cheerleaders’ call

4 Height of fashion?

7 Tonto’s horse

12 401(k) alternative

13 “Huzzah!” to Jose

14 “Stormy Weather”

singer

15 Part of MPH

16 Pantomime 

clown

18 Conclusion

19 De-squeaked

20 Shafts of light

22 Artists’ $ source

23 Splicing material

27 Hasten

29 Section of

Manhattan

31 Cause (havoc)

34 Sluggish creek

35 Paul Newman

movie

37 Has potential

38 Shrek is one

39 “Surfin’ —”

41 “Pygmalion” 

playwright

45 Enormous

47 “Hail, Caesar!”

48 Augury

52 Staff

53 Executive

bellyache

54 Past

55 Glutton

56 Flavorless

57 Actor Beatty

58 Rhyming tribute

Down
1 More mature

2 Sports venue

3 Half a legendary

comedy duo

4 That’s a laugh

5 “Seinfeld” role

6 Actress Oberon

7 Lean-to

8 — au vin

9 Tulsa sch.

10 One (Pref.)

11 1992 Pearl Jam

album

17 Kevin’s “King of

Queens” co-star

21 Form

23 “— Anatomy”

24 Nevada town

25 Ultramodernist

26 Flightless bird

28 Mamie’s man

30 “The — Daba

Honeymoon”

31 Personal 

question?

32 Scott Joplin’s

music

33 Mess up

36 Destroy

37 Horsemanship

40 “The Dragons of

Eden” writer

42 Silent-movie

star?

43 Duck

44 Sand-trap club

45 Surround

46 Trampled (on)

48 Nave

49 Every last 

crumb

50 GE merger co.

51 Stein or Affleck

Answer to Previous Puzzle
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Dear Annie: I have a

pre-teen daughter,
“Angel.” She is develop-
ing into a classic stereo-
type of the blonde air-
head. Just today, she went
to get the mail, set it down
in an unusual place and
promptly forgot about it.
When I asked her what
happened to the mail, she
had to search for five
minutes before she found
it. Last month, I had to
turn the car around be-
cause Angel forgot a birthday
present that she’d had in her
hands 30 seconds before we got
into the car.

Angel is smart, caring, friendly
and witty, but I’m afraid this
absent-mindedness will be a
major problem for her in the
years to come.

I teach high school, and I know
how cruel kids can be and how
quickly peers can reinforce such
personality traits.

I’ve tried positive reinforce-
ment. We’ve had long talks about
awareness. We’ve even worked on
reminders to help her remember
glasses, homework, lunch money,

etc. Nothing helps. I
need help for my sanity
a little, but mostly for
Angel’s self-esteem. I’ve
already heard the “I’m
so stupid” comment
from her a couple of
times, and it breaks my
heart. Is there a 12-step
program for this type of
thing?

— Airhead’s Dad
in Las Vegas

Dear Dad: This could
be hormones run

amuck. It is not unusual for
pre-teens and teenagers to seem
scatterbrained and forgetful.
However, before making that
assumption, please have her
checked out by her pediatrician.
There may be a physiological
reason why Angel cannot focus.

In the meantime, please do not
make a fuss over this, or you will
be reinforcing the behavior, too,
Dad. Negative attention is still
attention, and when she knows
she is disappointing you, she feels
inadequate. Give her a calendar
so she can keep track of her home-
work assignments and special
dates, suggest she concentrate
when she puts something down,

set up specific places for keys,
glasses, etc., and then let her deal
with it. We think it will pass.

Dear Annie: A friend of mine
recently married and received a
large check from a friend of the
groom’s family. When she tried
to cash it, the check bounced —
twice. Thus far, she has re-
mained silent about it and hasn’t
told her in-laws. I don’t know
what to tell her. Can you help?

— Girlfriend
Dear Girlfriend: We contacted

Peggy Post of the Emily Post
Institute, and this is what she
said, “There is no need to say
anything to the groom’s family.
Don’t blow the whistle. Send a
thank-you note for the generous
gift, and leave it at that. The
guests will know that the
checked bounced, and hopefully,
they will do the right thing and
send another one.”

Annie’s Mailbox is written by Kathy
Mitchell and Marcy Sugar, longtime
editors of the Ann Landers column.
Please e-mail your questions to
anniesmailbox@comcast.net, or write
to: Annie’s Mailbox, c/o Creators Syndi-
cate, 5777 W. Century Blvd., Suite 700,
Los Angeles, CA 90045.

Creators Syndicate

Dear Abby: I am 13 years old

and I suffer from a condition
where the person has a strong,
persistent desire to have one or
more limbs amputated. This
happens every day, and I don’t
understand it, but I want to have
my leg amputated.

I have researched
prosthetics on the Inter-
net and have found that
life as an amputee is not
that different. But I’m
afraid if I tell my parents
they will think I’m crazy.
What should I do? It is
ripping me apart.

— Wannabe Amputee
in Berkeley

Dear Wannabe: The
compulsion you have
described is, I don’t have
to tell you, an unusual
one. Please find the courage to

tell your parents what is on your

mind. Your parents may want

you to explore this issue with a

psychotherapist. Do not be afraid

to do so; it does not mean you

are “crazy.”

Dear Abby: In my line of
work I come in contact with a lot
of people. Occasionally, my cli-
ents bring up the subject of race
and make unacceptable com-
ments.

I have two beautiful biracial
children and I feel I need to

defend their honor and
tell these people I do
not approve of the
comments. However, I
have been informed by
management that I am
not allowed to say
anything to the clients.

How can I handle
this tastefully?
— Offended in Oberlin,

Ohio
Dear Offended: A

picture is worth a thou-
sand words. If there are
no rules against dis-

playing family photographs,

bring a lovely framed picture of

your little ones to work and dis-

play it on your desk. Should

anyone ask who the children are,

smile sweetly and say, “They’re

mine.”

Dear Abby: My 75-year-old
paternal grandmother, “Granny
Claire,” smells like mothballs and
she’s totally unaware of it. She
stores her winter clothes in a
basement storage area filled with
mothballs, and the odor has satu-
rated her house and everything in
it.

Other people have been offend-
ed by it and have made comments
to my sister and me. We have
tried to tell Granny nicely, but
she acts like we’re exaggerating
and shrugs it off. No one can stay
in her home for long periods.

— Holding my Nose in N.J.
Dear Holding: As people age

their senses dull, and the senses
of hearing, taste and smell can
be affected. In your grandmoth-
er’s case, I recommend a family
intervention that she cannot
shrug off — and that her son,
your father, accompany her to an
ear, nose and throat specialist
for an evaluation.

Letters for this column — with your
name and phone number — should be
addressed to Dear Abby, P.O. Box 69440,
Los Angeles CA 90069. Readers can write
to Abby on the Internet at
http://www.uexpress.com/dearabby

Universal Press Syndicate

Annie’s Mailbox

Get help for desire to be amputee

Absent-mindedness likely a phase

Dear Abby
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AFN TV & Radio
Friday

AFN-Sports, 9 a.m.—College basketball: Ar-
izona St. at Washington (dld).
AFN-Sports, noon—College basketball:

Marquette at Cincinnati (dld).
AFN-Sports, 3 p.m.—College basketball:

Gonzaga at Portland (dld).
AFN-Sports, 8 p.m.—Golf: World Golf Cham-

pionships, Accenture Match Play Champion-
ship, 3rd round.

Saturday
AFN-Atlantic, 2 a.m.—Motorcycle racing:
THQ World Supercross (San Diego) (dld).
AFN-Sports, 2 a.m.—Pro basketball: Cleve-

land at Indiana.
AFN-Radio, 2 a.m.—Pro basketball: Denver

at Memphis.
AFN-Atlantic, 3 a.m.—Boxing: Friday Night

Fights, Terry Smith (22-1-1, 15 KOs) vs. Ferne-
ly Feliz (21-4, 14 KOs), heavyweights.
AFN-Pacific, 4:30 a.m.—Pro basketball: Min-

nesota at Seattle.
AFN-Sports, 4:30 a.m.—Pro basketball: De-

troit at L.A. Lakers.
AFN-Sports, 9 a.m.—Motor racing: Crafts-

man Trucks Series American Racing Wheels
200 (dld).
AFN-Sports, 1 p.m.—Pro basketball: Cleve-

land at Indiana (dld).
AFN-Sports, 3 p.m.—Outdoors: FLW Bass

Tour at Lake Okeechobee (dld).
AFN-Pacific, 6 p.m.—College basketball:

Providence at Syracuse.
AFN-Sports and Radio, 7 p.m.—College bas-

ketball: Missouri at Texas.
AFN-Atlantic, 7 p.m.—Outdoors: Babe

Winkelmans' Good Fishing.
AFN-Atlantic, 7:30 p.m.—College basket-

ball: Kentucky at Alabama.
AFN-Sports, 9 p.m.—Golf: World Golf Cham-

pionships, Accenture Match Play Champion-
ship, semifinals.
AFN-Atlantic, 9:45 p.m.—College basket-

ball: Connecticut at Pittsburgh.
AFN-Radio, 10 p.m.—College basketball: Ar-

izona at Washington.

All times are Central European Time; dld in-
dicates delayed broadcast. All listings are
subject to change. Visit www.myafn.net for
more information.

College basketball
AP Men’s Top 25 fared

Wednesday
1. Illinois (28-0) beat Northwestern 84-48.
Next: vs. Purdue, Thursday, March 3.
2. North Carolina (23-3) did not play. Next:
at Maryland, Sunday.
3. Boston College (22-2) lost to No. 23 Vill-
anova 76-70. Next: vs. Seton Hall, Saturday.
4. Oklahoma State (20-4) did not play.
Next: at No. 8 Kansas, Sunday.
5. Kentucky (21-3) beat Auburn 81-73. Next:
at No. 16 Alabama, Saturday.
6. Wake Forest (23-4) beat Longwood
88-47. Next: vs. Virginia, Sunday.
7. Duke (20-4) beat Georgia Tech 60-56.
Next: at St. John’s, Saturday.
8. Kansas (20-4) did not play. Next: vs. No.
4 Oklahoma State, Sunday.
9. Arizona (23-4) did not play. Next: at
Washington State, Thursday.
10. Michigan State (19-4) did not play.
Next: vs. No. 20 Wisconsin, Thursday.
11. Louisville (23-4) did not play. Next: at
Memphis, Saturday.
12. Gonzaga (21-4) did not play. Next: at
Portland, Thursday.
13. Utah (23-4) did not play. Next: at
Brigham Young, Saturday.
14. Washington (21-4) did not play. Next:
vs. Arizona State, Thursday.
15. Syracuse (23-5) beat St. John’s 83-69.
Next: vs. Providence, Saturday.
16. Alabama (21-5) did not play. Next: vs.
No. 5 Kentucky, Saturday.
17. Connecticut (18-6) did not play. Next:
at No. 18 Pittsburgh, Saturday.
18. Pittsburgh (18-6) lost to West Virginia
70-66. Next: vs. No. 17 Connecticut, Saturday.
19. Pacific (22-2) did not play. Next: vs. Cal
State Northridge, Saturday.
20. Wisconsin (17-6) did not play. Next: at
No. 10 Michigan State, Thursday.
21. Charlotte (20-4) beat Memphis 80-77.
Next: vs. Southern Mississippi, Saturday.
22. Oklahoma (20-6) did not play. Next: vs.
Baylor, Saturday.
23. Villanova (18-6) beat No. 3 Boston Col-
lege 76-70. Next: at Georgetown, Sunday.
24. Cincinnati (20-6) did not play. Next: vs.
Marquette, Thursday.
25. Nevada (21-5) did not play. Next: at
Fresno State, Saturday.

Wednesday’s men’s scores
EAST

Albright 81, Elizabethtown 65
American U. 65, Lehigh 61
Bentley 81, American International 53
C.W. Post 77, Southampton 67
Clarion 69, Edinboro 61
Colgate 66, Army 59
Drexel 78, George Mason 66
Duquesne 77, La Salle 72
Fairleigh Dickinson 63, Cent. Conn. St. 58
Holy Cross 69, Bucknell 54
Indiana, Pa. 101, Slippery Rock 61
Kutztown 73, Millersville 56
Massachusetts 70, Rhode Island 64, OT
Menlo 79, Holy Names 67
Navy 76, Lafayette 57
Philadelphia 82, Concordia, N.Y. 59
Pitt.-Johnstown 71, Lock Haven 69, OT
Providence 67, Seton Hall 54
Rutgers 83, Ark.-Monticello 74
St. Joseph’s, Maine 86, New England 75
St. Thomas Aquinas 99, Bridgeport 93
Syracuse 83, St. John’s 69
Villanova 76, Boston College 70
West Virginia 70, Pittsburgh 66

SOUTH
Augusta St. 81, S.C.-Aiken 62
Buffalo 68, Marshall 55
Charlotte 80, Memphis 77
Clayton St. 75, Kennesaw 70, 2OT
Coll. of Charleston 72, Furman 66, OT
Columbus St. 83, Georgia College 74
Duke 60, Georgia Tech 56
East Carolina 77, Southern Miss. 66
Florida 69, Vanderbilt 61
Florida Tech 76, Rollins 68, OT
Francis Marion 81, N.C.-Pembroke 52

Hofstra 66, Old Dominion 63
James Madison 68, Towson 58
Kentucky 81, Auburn 73
Lynn 69, Barry 64
Miles 75, Clark Atlanta 56
Mississippi St. 76, Georgia 62
N.C.-Wilmington 68, Delaware 65
Northwestern St. 67, Nicholls St. 65
Presbyterian 92, Tusculum 86
Radford 92, High Point 87, 2OT
S.C.-Upstate 81, Lander 64
TCU 77, Tulane 63
Tennessee 80, South Carolina 72
Va. Commonwealth 91, William & Mary 69
Wake Forest 88, Longwood 47
Winthrop 63, VMI 48

MIDWEST
Adrian 77, Olivet 65
Akron 55, Miami (Ohio) 49, OT
Albion 111, Tri-State 88
Bethany, Kan. 73, McPherson 72
Bethel, Kan. 76, Southwestern, Kan. 74
Bradley 77, Illinois St. 61
Butler 79, Youngstown St. 59
Calvin 86, Kalamazoo 67
Carnegie-Mellon 87, Case Reserve 80
Central St., Ohio 67, Wilberforce 45
Detroit 68, Wis.-Green Bay 56
Elmhurst 85, Millikin 66
Findlay 60, Hillsdale 49
Friends 54, Tabor 52
Grand View 65, Iowa Weslyn 62
Hope 90, Alma 77
Ill.-Chicago 81, Wright St. 68
Illinois 84, Northwestern 48
Ind.-South Bend 69, St. Francis, Ill. 68
Kansas St. 80, Baylor 69
Kent St. 79, Cent. Michigan 56
Loyola of Chicago 67, Cleveland St. 63
Michigan 63, Penn St. 48
Minnesota 65, Iowa 57
Missouri Southern 84, Pittsburg St. 78
N. Illinois 72, Bowling Green 61
NW Missouri St. 58, Missouri Western 57
Ohio 68, E. Michigan 65
S. Illinois 76, N. Iowa 69
SW Baptist 84, Cent. Missouri 81
St. Ambrose 87, Franciscan 75
Sterling 69, Ottawa, Kan. 47
Taylor 94, St. Francis, Ind. 63
Trinity Christian 86, Trinity, Ill. 78
Truman St. 66, Missouri-Rolla 56
UAB 64, Saint Louis 62
Valparaiso 74, Ind.-Pur.-Ft. Wayne 72, OT
W. Illinois 75, Oakland, Mich. 74
Washburn 97, Emporia St. 73
Wichita St. 72, SW Missouri St. 61
William Penn 84, Waldorf 75
Xavier 81, George Washington 62

SOUTHWEST
Lamar 88, Texas-San Antonio 83
Texas A&M-C.C. 99, Huston-Tillotson 67

FAR WEST
Grand Canyon 77, W. New Mexico 64

TOURNAMENT
CUNY Athletic Conference

Semifinals
NYCCT 83, CCNY 69
Staten Island 79, Lehman 70

Commonwealth Conference
First Round

Lebanon Valley 74, Messiah 66
Freedom Conference

Semifinals
DeSales 67, Wilkes 63
Kings, Pa. 76, Scranton 70

Mascac
Semifinals

Framingham St. 48, Bridgewater, Mass. 47
Salem St. 81, Westfield St. 74

Mid-Central Conference
Quarterfinals

Huntington 88, Bethel, Ind. 79
New Jersey Athletic Conference

Semifinals
Ramapo 61, Rutgers-Newark 46
Richard Stockton 79, Rowan 78

Ohio Conference
Quarterfinals

Baldwin-Wallace 78, Otterbein 76, OT
John Carroll 75, Wilmington, Ohio 67
Mount Union 95, Capital 74
Muskingum 81, Ohio Northern 63

AP Women’s Top 25 fared
Wednesday

1. LSU (25-1) did not play. Next: at Arkan-
sas, Thursday.
2. Duke (25-2) did not play. Next: vs. Miami,
Thursday.
3. Stanford (24-2) did not play. Next: vs. Or-
egon, Thursday.
4. Ohio State (25-3) did not play. Next: at
Purdue, Thursday.
5. Tennessee (21-4) did not play. Next: vs.
Mississippi State, Thursday.
6. Baylor (22-3) beat Kansas 70-60. Next: at
Colorado, Saturday.
6. Michigan State (25-3) beat Michigan
77-34. Next: vs. TBA, Big Ten tournament, Fri-
day, March 4.
8. North Carolina (22-3) did not play. Next:
vs. Virginia, Thursday.
9. Rutgers (21-5) did not play. Next: at Pitts-
burgh, Friday.
10. Notre Dame (23-4) did not play. Next:
vs. West Virginia, Saturday.
11. Connecticut (19-6) did not play. Next:
at No. 24 Boston College, Saturday.
12. DePaul (23-3) did not play. Next: vs.
Marquette, Sunday.
13. Texas (18-7) beat Colorado 83-40. Next:
vs. Oklahoma, Saturday.
14. Texas Tech (20-5) beat Oklahoma
83-70. Next: vs. Oklahoma State, Saturday.
15. Minnesota (20-6) did not play. Next: at
Indiana, Thursday.

16. Temple (22-3) did not play. Next: at
Massachusetts, Thursday.
17. Kansas State (19-6) beat Nebraska
94-69. Next: vs. Kansas, Saturday.
18. Georgia (20-7) did not play. Next: at
Florida, Thursday.
19. North Carolina State (19-6) did not play.
Next: at Wake Forest, Thursday.
20. Vanderbilt (19-6) did not play. Next: vs.
Alabama, Thursday.
21. Iowa State (20-5) beat Missouri 76-70.
Next: vs. Texas A&M, Saturday.
22. Penn State (18-8) did not play. Next: at
No. 4 Ohio State, Sunday.
23. Maryland (18-7) did not play. Next: vs.
Virginia Tech, Thursday.
24. Boston College (17-8) did not play.
Next: vs. No. 11 Connecticut, Saturday.
25. Gonzaga (24-2) did not play. Next: vs.
Portland, Saturday.

Wednesday’s women’s scores
EAST

Albany, N.Y. 81, Stony Brook 60
American International 71, Bentley 60, OT
American U. 65, Lehigh 50
Army 71, Colgate 69
Binghamton 51, Hartford 37
Bucknell 72, Holy Cross 71
Clarion 82, Edinboro 69
Columbia Union 67, Cheyney 62
East Stroudsburg 72, Mansfield 63
Iona 89, Fairfield 76
Lafayette 68, Navy 58
Maine 59, Boston U. 56
Millersville 54, Kutztown 40
Molloy 92, Mercy, N.Y. 74
Moravian 78, Widener 71
Northeastern 67, New Hampshire 61
Philadelphia 70, Concordia, N.Y. 56
Slippery Rock 64, Indiana, Pa. 59
Southampton 86, C.W. Post 64
St. Thomas Aquinas 67, Bridgeport 64
Vermont 69, UMBC 51

SOUTH
Augusta St. 67, S.C.-Aiken 64
Barry 67, Lynn 40
Florida Southern 82, St. Leo 74
Florida Tech 55, Rollins 42
Georgia College 78, Columbus St. 70
Lenoir-Rhyne 79, Newberry 72
Miles 64, Clark Atlanta 58
N.C.-Asheville 54, Winthrop 48
N.C.-Pembroke 63, Francis Marion 48
Northwestern St. 62, Nicholls St. 50
S.C.-Upstate 62, Lander 54
Tusculum 73, Presbyterian 67

MIDWEST
Aquinas 69, Concordia, Mich. 48
Ball St. 81, Toledo 60
Baylor 70, Kansas 60
Bowling Green 73, Marshall 62
Carleton 67, St. Mary’s, Minn. 51
Case Reserve 81, Carnegie-Mellon 43
Culver-Stockton 65, Baker 61
Dakota St. 67, Minot St. 55
E. Michigan 69, Cent. Michigan 53
Eureka 70, Benedictine,Ill. 65, OT
Evangel 61, Missouri Valley 44
Hillsdale 51, Findlay 48
Indiana St. 82, Evansville 69
Iowa St. 76, Missouri 70
Kansas St. 94, Nebraska 69
Kent St. 74, Ohio 39
Miami (Ohio) 68, Buffalo 50
Michigan St. 77, Michigan 34
Missouri Western 84, NW Missouri St. 70
Missouri-Rolla 56, Truman St. 45
Rockford 54, Aurora 53
Wisconsin 70, Northwestern 63

SOUTHWEST
Texas 83, Colorado 40
Texas A&M 75, Oklahoma St. 61
Texas Tech 83, Oklahoma 70
Texas-San Antonio 82, Lamar 55

TOURNAMENT
Dakota Athletic Conference

First Round
Jamestown 74, Black Hills St. 68
S. Dakota Tech 83, Valley City St. 55

Freedom Conference
Semifinals

DeSales 47, Kings, Pa. 41
Scranton 74, FDU-Florham 49

Great North Atlantic
First Round

Norwich 47, Albertus Magnus 38
Great Northeast Athletic Conference

Quarterfinals
W. New England 63, St. Joseph Conn. 48

Great Plains Athletic Conference
First Round

Concordia, Neb. 77, Northwestern, Iowa 58
Doane 84, Sioux Falls 82
Hastings 76, Mount Marty 63
Morningside 72, Dordt 52

Mascac
Semifinals

Fitchburg St. 53, Worcester St. 51
Wiac

Semifinals
Wis.-Oshkosh 74, Wis.-Stevens Pt. 67
Wis.-Stout 70, Wis.-Eau Claire 65, OT

EXHIBITION
Fresno St. 57, Utah Valley St. 36

College baseball
Wednesday’s scores

SOUTH
Alabama-Birmingham 1, Alabama 0, susp.,
1½ innings, lightning

Auburn-Montgomery 13, Huntingdon 1
Augusta St. 5, Paine 3
Berry 11-6, Tenn.-Temple 0-0
Catawba 11-9, St. Augustine’s 0-2
Charlotte 10, Longwood 4
Duke 8, Elon 8, susp., 9 innings, darkness
Florida St. 7, Stetson 6
G. Washington 8, J. Madison 4, 11 innings
Georgia Tech 11, Georgia St. 6
Guilford 4, Greensboro 3, 10 innings
High Point 8, Wofford 4
LaGrange 11, Oglethorpe 1
Lander 14, Benedict 1
Limestone 3, Mars Hill 1
Lincoln Memorial 10, Virginia-Wise 7
N.C. Wesleyan 8, Mount Olive 5
North Georgia 5, Anderson, S.C. 3
Nova Southeastern 6, Mercy, N.Y. 1
Rollins 7, St. Leo 1
Virginia 8, Old Dominion 0
West Alabama 5, Kennesaw St. 1

SOUTHWEST
St. Edward’s 9, Texas A&M-Kingsville 5

FAR WEST
Arizona 11, Arizona St. 5

Tennis
Dubai Championships

Wednesday
At Dubai Tennis Stadium

Dubai, UAE
Purse: $1 million (Intl. Gold)
Surface: Hard-Outdoor

Singles
First Round

Roger Federer (1), Switzerland, def. Ivo
Minar, Czech Republic, 6-7 (5), 6-3, 7-6 (5).
Ivan Ljubicic (8), Croatia, def. Jean-Rene Li-

snard, France, 6-1, 6-1.
Second Round

Nikolay Davydenko (6), Russia, def. Do-
minik Hrbaty, Slovakia, 7-5, 6-3.
Tommy Robredo (5), Spain, def. Tomas Ber-

dych, Czech Republic, 6-2, 6-4.
Andre Agassi (4), United States, def. Feli-

ciano Lopez, Spain, 6-1, 6-3.
Nicolas Kiefer, Germany, def. Lee

Hyung-taik, South Korea, 2-6, 6-1, 6-3.

Qatar Open
Wednesday

At The Khalifa Tennis Centre
Doha, Qatar

Purse: $600,000 (Tier II)
Surface: Hard-Outdoor

Singles
Second Round

Alicia Molik (4), Australia, def. Nicole
Pratt, Australia, 6-3, 6-2.
Daniela Hantuchova, Slovakia, def. Elena

Bovina (6), Russia, 6-0, 3-6, 6-3.
Marion Bartoli, France, def. Jelena Kostan-

ic, Croatia, 7-5, 6-2.
Maria Sharapova (2), Russia, def. Gisela

Dulko, Argentina, 6-1, 6-1.
Francesca Schiavone, Italy, def. Ai Sugiya-

ma, Japan, 6-2, 2-6, 6-2.
Conchita Martinez, Spain, def. Anastasia

Myskina (3), Russia, 6-4, 7-5.
Maria Kirilenko, Russia, def. Patty Schny-

der (5), Switzerland, 6-0, 1-6, 6-2.
Amelie Mauresmo (1), France, def. Ana

Ivanovic, Serbia-Montenegro, 2-6, 6-2, 6-4.

Tennis Channel Open
Wednesday

At The Fairmont Scottsdale Princess
Scottsdale, Ariz.

Purse: $380,000 (Intl. Series)
Surface: Hard-Outdoor

Singles
First Round

Christophe Rochus, Belgium, def. Jeff Mor-
rison, United States, 6-4, 2-6, 6-4.

Second Round
Wayne Arthurs, Australia, def. Justin

Gimelstob, United States, 6-2, 6-7 (5), 7-6 (6).
Giovanni Lapentti, Ecuador, def. Irakli La-

badze (6), Georgia, 6-2, 6-2.
Glenn Weiner, United States, def. Lars

Burgsmuller (8), Germany, 6-4, 6-4.
Mario Ancic (3), Croatia, def. Mark Philip-

poussis, Australia, 6-1, 7-6 (3).

Mexican Open
Wednesday

At The Fairmont Acapulco Princess
Acapulco, Mexico

Purse: Men, $643,000 (Intl. Gold); Women,
$180,000 (Tier III)
Surface: Clay-Outdoor

Singles
Men

Second Round
Jirik Novak (4), Czech Republic, def. Oscar

Hernandez (17), Spain 6-3, 6-1.
Albert Montanes (18), Spain, def. Tomas

Zib (20), Czech Republic, 6-4, 7-6 (15).
Agust D in Calleri (11), Argentina, def. Juan

Monaco (16), Argentina, 7-6 (4), 6-2.
Felix Mantilla, Spain, def. David Ferrer (7),

Spain, 7-5, 6-2.
Filippo Volandri (6), Italy, def. Alberto Mar-

tin, Spain, 7-6 (3), 7-5.
Rafael Nadal (8), Spain, def. Santiago Ven-

tura, Spain, 7-6 (7), 6-2.
Guillermo Canas (3), Argentina, def. Nico-

las Devilder, France, 6-0, 7-5.
Mariano Puerta, Argentina, def. Carlos

Moya (1), Spain, 4-6, 6-3, 6-4.

Women
First Round

Emmanuelle Gagliardi (22), Switzerland,
def. Camille Pin (21), France, 6-2, 6-1.
Flavia Pennetta (1), Italy, def. Julia Schruff
(16), Germany, 7-5, 6-1.
Meghann Shaugnessy (2), USA, def. Melis-
sa Torres (25), Mexico, 6-3, 7-5.

Second Round
Lilia Osterloh, United States, def. Marta
Domachowska (7), Poland, 7-5, 6-4.
Catalina Castano, Colombia, def. Alina Jidk-
ova (4), Russia, 2-6, 6-4, 6-2.
Ludmila Cervanova, Slovakia, def. Marissa
Irvin, United States, 6-1, 6-1.
Dally Randriantefy (5), Madagascar, def.
Tatiana Perebiynis, Ukraine, 6-3, 6-2.
Severine Beltrame, France, def. Emilie Loit
(3), France, 7-6 (6), 7-5.

Auto racing
Busch Series standings

1. Tony Stewart, 190; 2. Kevin Harvick, 170;
3. Dale Earnhardt, Jr., 170; 4. Martin Truex,
Jr., 160; 5. Kasey Kahne, 155; 6. Robby Gor-
don, 150; 7. Greg Biffle, 147; 8. Michael Wal-
trip, 146; 9. Carl Edwards, 139; 10. Reed Soren-
son, 138.

Craftsman Trucks standings
1. Bobby Hamilton, 185; 2. Jimmy Spencer,
175; 3. Todd Bodine, 175; 4. Ricky Craven,
165; 5. Ted Musgrave, 155; 6. Brad Keselows-
ki, 151; 7. Ken Weaver, 150; 8. David Starr,
142; 9. Johnny Benson, 139; 10. Wayne Ed-
wards, 138.

Deals
Wednesday’s transactions

AUTO RACING
NASCAR—Fined Bob Temple, crew chief

for Robby Gordon, $50,000 and docked car
owner Jim Smith 25 championship points for
an unapproved intakemanifold. FinedMicha-
el McSwain, crew chief for Ricky Rudd,
$25,000, suspended crew member Marc
Smith until March 31 and docked Rudd 25
championship points and Glen Wood 24
owner points for an unapproved spoiler ad-
justment. Fined Pete Rondeau, crew chief
for Dale Earnhardt Jr., and Dave Charpentier,
crew chief for John Andretti, $10,000 apiece;
Trip Bruce, crew chief for Denny Hamlin, and
Stephen Yeagle, crew chief for C.W. Smith,
$2,500 apiece; Stanton Hover Jr., crew chief
for Andy Belmont, and Chris Showalter,
crew chief for Jack Sprague, $2,000, apiece;
Jimmy Elledge, crew chief for Casey Mears,
Harold Holly, crew chief for Bobby Hamilton
Jr., Jim Penland, crew chief for Mike Skinner,
Robert Leslie, crew chief for Kerry Earn-
hardt, and Beau Tiffany, crew chief for Larry
Gunselman, $1,000 apiece; and Ricky Pear-
son, crew chief for Stanton Barrett, Mike Hill-
man Jr., crew chief for Chad Chaffin, Steve
Kuykendall, crew chief for Mike Harmon,
and Randy Seals, crew chief for Casey At-
wood, $500 apiece for infractions found dur-
ing inspections.

BASEBALL
American League

BALTIMORE ORIOLES—Announced OF Matt
Diaz has elected to become a free agent.

National League
HOUSTON ASTROS—Agreed to terms with

RHP Juan Gutierrez and RHP Fernando Nieve
on one-year contracts.
MILWAUKEE BREWERS—Agreed to terms

with INF Lyle Overbay, INF Bill Hall and RHP
Ben Hendrickson on one-year contracts.
SAN DIEGO PADRES—Agreed to terms with

RHP Andy Ashby and 1B-OF-C Robert Fick on
minor league contracts.
WASHINGTON NATIONALS—Agreed to

terms with RHP Chad Cordero on a one-year
contract.

BASKETBALL
National Basketball Association

CHARLOTTE BOBCATS—Placed G Steve
Smith on the injured list. Signed G Matt Car-
roll.
DALLASMAVERICKS—Placed C Eric Dampi-

er on the injured list. Activated C DJ Mbenga
from the injured list.
DENVER NUGGETS—Named Doug Moe as-

sistant coach. Reassigned Michael Cooper,
assistant coach, within the organization.
GOLDEN STATE WARRIORS—Placed G Luis

Flores on the injured list. Activated F Troy
Murphy from the injured list.
PHILADELPHIA 76ERS—Acquired F Chris

Webber, F Matt Barnes and F Michael Brad-
ley from the Sacramento Kings for F Brian
Skinner, F Kenny Thomas and F Corliss Will-
iamson.
PORTLAND TRAIL BLAZERS—Placed G

Derek Anderson on the injured list. Activat-
ed F Shareef Abdur-Rahim from the injured
list.
SAN ANTONIO SPURS—Placed F-C Sean

Marks on the injured list. Activated G Mike
Wilks from the injured list.
UTAH JAZZ—Placed G Raul Lopez on the in-

jured list. Activated G Keith McLeod from
the injured list.
WASHINGTON WIZARDS—Placed G Juan

Dixon and C Peter John Ramos on the injured
list. Activated G Larry Hughes and F Kwame
Brown from the injured list.
Women’s National Basketball Association
SEATTLE STORM—Re-signed F Lauren Jack-

son.
FOOTBALL

National Football League
ATLANTA FALCONS—Named Alex Gibbs

consultant, Clancy Barone tight ends coach
and Jeff Jagodzinski assistant head coach
and offensive line coach.
DALLAS COWBOYS—Signed QB Drew Bled-

soe to a three-year contract.
MIAMI DOLPHINS—Released QB Jay

Fiedler, S Arturo Freeman, S Shawn Wooden
and DE Jay Williams.
NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS—Named Joel Col-

lier assistant secondary coach and Harold
Nash assistant strength and conditioning
coach. Released DB Earthwind Moreland, DL
Buck Rasmussen, G Wilbert Brown and TE
Zeron Flemister.
SEATTLE SEAHAWKS—Named Tim Ruskell

president of football operations and general
manager.

SOCCER
Major League Soccer

LOS ANGELES GALAXY—Acquired MF Guill-
ermo Ramirez on loan from CSDMunicipal of
Guatemala’s First Division.

TANK MCNAMARA

SCOREBOARD
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The Associated Press

ATLANTA — Even with B.J.
Elder back, Georgia Tech can’t
seem to generate momentum to
make a run for an NCAA tourna-
ment bid.

Elder made his second straight
start after missing nine games at
the start of the Atlantic Coast Con-
ference schedule with a ham-
string injury, but the senior who
normally provides scoring leader-
ship for the Yellow Jackets was
held to two points in a 60-56 loss
to No. 7 Duke on Wednesday
night.

Tech was 0-for-5 from
three-point range, committed 19
turnovers and shot 29 percent
from the field in the second half,
wasting a strong defensive effort.

“I think the turnovers are put-
ting some pressure on us,” Geor-
gia Tech coach Paul Hewitt said.
“The first half, in particular, we
had some breakouts, and I
thought if we could convert those,
mentally and psychologically we
could get into the flow a little bit.
And then you’re not squeezing
the shot like it’s the one.”

The struggles have left Tech
without consecutive wins since
early January.

Hewitt said Duke (20-4, 10-4 At-
lantic Coast Conference) looks
like a No. 1 seed in the NCAA tour-
nament. One year after advanc-
ing to the NCAA championship
game, Tech (15-9, 6-7) is not even
assured of a bid.

Tech now faces road games at
Miami and Wake Forest before
closing its conference schedule at
home against Clemson.

“We’re not really in a panic
mode, we just know this game Sat-
urday at Miami is going to be a
big one for us,” Elder said.

Duke coach Mike Krzyzewski
said Tech’s breakthrough is inevi-
table.

“They were this close to win-
ning tonight,” Krzyzewski said,
holding his fingers less than an
inch apart. “They’re too good and
are too well-coached and they are
good kids. It’ll happen. I’m just
happy that it didn’t happen
against us tonight.”

No. 1 Illinois 84, Northwest-
ern 48: Dee Brown scored 18 of
his 20 points on three-pointers to
lead the Illini (28-0, 14-0), who
clinched at least a share of the
Big Ten title for the second
straight season. Brown had five
threes in the first half as Illinois
took a 45-22 lead.

No. 5 Kentucky 81, Auburn
73: Kelenna Azubuike had ca-
reer highs of 30 points and 11 re-
bounds for the Wildcats (21-3,
12-1 Southeastern Conference),
who clinched at least a share of
the East Division title for the
sixth straight season.

No. 6 Wake Forest 88, Long-
wood 47: Taron Downey scored
13 points as the Demon Deacons
(23-4) cruised to the nonconfer-
ence home win.

Michael Jefferson scored 14
points for the Lancers (1-29), who
extended their school-record los-
ing streak to 18 games in their
first season in Division I.

No. 15 Syracuse 83, St.
John’s 69: Hakim Warrick had a
career-high 35 points and
grabbed 10 rebounds — his 12th
double-double of the season —
and the Orange (23-5, 10-4 Big
East) broke a two-game losing
streak to give coach Jim Boeheim
his 699th win.

West Virginia 70, No. 18 Pitts-
burgh 66: Kevin Pittsnogle
scored 20 of his 22 points in the
second half and the visiting Moun-
taineers (17-8, 7-7 Big East) ral-
lied from 14 points down to sweep
the season series.

Chevon Troutman had 15
points for the Panthers (18-6,
8-5), who didn’t have a field goal
in the final 7:26.

No. 21 Charlotte 80, Memphis
77: At Charlotte, N.C., Eddie Bas-
den scored 24 points, including
two free throws with 1.8 seconds
to play, and the 49ers (20-4, 11-2)
won their sixth straight.

BY DAN GELSTON

The Associated Press

VILLANOVA, Pa. — With big wins over
ranked teams and a winning surge that has
them streaking up the Big East standings,
the Villanova Wildcats seem poised to re-
turn to the NCAA tournament.

Still, coach Jay Wright is not resting easi-
ly.

“We really don’t talk about that,” Wright
said. “We’re very concerned about our reg-
ular season. It’s so subjective. We go for
our own goals.”

Check beating the No. 2 and 3 teams in
the country off the list.

Randy Foye scored 23 points and the
23rd-ranked Wildcats survived a
nine-minute stretch without a field goal to
beat No. 3 Boston College 76-70 on Wednes-
day night.

The enthusiastic fans stormed the court
just as they have for two other home wins
over Top 25 teams, chanted “Tourna-
ment!” and shook hands with Wright.

“We’re learning how to win,” Wright
said.

The Wildcats (18-6, 8-5 Big East) beat
their fourth Top 25 team of the year, includ-
ing a win over then-No. 2 Kansas last
month, and bolstered their chances of mak-
ing their first NCAA tournament appear-
ance since 1999.

Villanova has won nine of 11 and moved
into a three-way tie for fourth place with
Pittsburgh and Georgetown in the confer-
ence standings. Boston College remained
in first, one game ahead of Connecticut.

“We were confident we could come in
and play well, but we’re still not thinking
about the NCAAs,” said Curtis Sumpter,
who played with a sore knee and scored 18
of his 20 points in the first half. Kyle Lowry
added 11 points for the Wildcats.

Craig Smith led a second-half rally for
Boston College (22-2, 11-2) and finished
with 18 points, while Jared Dudley had 15.

The Wildcats, coming off a win over
then-No. 17 Pittsburgh on Sunday, used 70
percent three-point shooting in the first
half to take a halftime lead they stretched
to 13 points early in the second half. When

Jason Fraser made a layup at the 13:15
mark, the Wildcats led 57-47 and seemed
in control.

The Eagles — who rallied from halftime
deficits to win eight times this season —
started their run while Villanova went into
a field-goal drought.

Steve Hailey capped a 12-2 spurt with a
three-pointer that pulled the Eagles to
62-60 with 6:23 left.

Foye banked a 6-footer for a 67-64 lead,
ending the drought. The Wildcats never
lost the lead thanks to 8-for-10 free-throw
shooting during that span. They were
36-for-41 overall from the line.

“It’s very difficult to win a game when
the opposing team shoots 41 free throws,”
Boston College coach Al Skinner said. “We
just didn’t make the plays that were going
to tie it and make them feel uncomfortable.
We never got over the hump.”

No, but they gave the Wildcats a scare.
Hailey pulled BC to 67-66 with a jumper,

but fouled out on the next possession.
Foye pushed the lead to 73-68 with an

arcing baseline jumper. Then, the Wildcats
sealed it from the line.

Villanova adds BC to list of ranked upset victims

Devils keep Jackets
from breakthrough

AP

Villanova’s Randy Foye celebrates in the

final minute against Boston College. Foye

led with 23 points as Villanova won, 76-70.
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BY STEVE HERMAN

The Associated Press

INDIANAPOLIS — Jermaine was the
dominant O’Neal on Wednesday night.

With injured Shaquille O’Neal watching
from Miami’s bench, Indiana’s Jermaine
O’Neal scored all three Pacers baskets in
overtime, including a turnaround jumper
from the baseline with 11 seconds remain-
ing, in a 93-91 victory over the Heat.

“They may be a little more fluid without
him in there,” Jermaine O’Neal said.
“When he’s there, it’s a big challenge for
the big guys. Without him, they do a lot of
things they don’t usually do. But I knew I
could get a shot over whichever guys they
had.”

O’Neal finished with 29 points, 14 re-
bounds and five blocked shots as the Pac-
ers won their fourth straight and their 11th
in a row over the Heat.

Shaquille O’Neal, who injured his knee
in an overtime loss at Chicago on Tuesday
night, is scheduled for an MRI in Miami on
Thursday. He was on the sideline Wednes-
day as the Eastern Conference-leading
Heat rallied from a 14-point deficit in the
second quarter.

Miami pulled to 66-63 after three quar-
ters and caught the Pacers in the closing
minutes of regulation.

“Tonight was a game I felt was going to
be equally tough with or without Shaq,”
Pacers coach Rick Carlisle said.

“We were fortunate that Shaq was out,
but you never want to see a guy that means
this much to our league not playing,” Carl-
isle said. “I know a lot of our fans were dis-
appointed not to get a chance to see him,
but these things happen. You hope you can

pull it together and win. We did, and we’re
very pleased about that.”

Dwyane Wade had 38 points, one point
short of his career high set in November
against Utah, and scored nine in the final
eight minutes of the fourth quarter.

“We have two tough losses the last two
nights, but if one play goes the other way,
we’re winning those games,” Wade said.
“We have a lot of confidence in ourselves,
and we know when Shaq comes back, we
are a better team.”

Two free throws by Jermaine O’Neal put
Indiana ahead 87-85 with 32 seconds left,
but Damon Jones scored on a goaltending
call against O’Neal with 18 seconds to go,
sending the game to overtime.

After O’Neal’s first basket in the extra pe-
riod, Miami took the lead 91-89 on a re-
bound tip by Udonis Haslem and two free
throws by Wade. O’Neal then tied the game
at 91 and rebounded a miss by Wade to set
up the winning basket.

“It was drawn up for me to go
strong-side and then go weak-side and post
up over Haslem,” O’Neal said. “I had a cou-
ple of inches on him. From that side, it was
just me and the backboard. I took the shot
and made it.”

A desperation shot by Wade went off the
rim at the buzzer.

“It felt good,” Wade said. “I bobbled the
ball a little bit and tried to get it off in time.
... It came up a little short.”

Reggie Miller added 23 points for Indi-

ana and Stephen Jackson finished with 13
points and 10 rebounds.

Jones had 17 points for the Heat, while
Haslem added 11 points and a career-high
18 rebounds.

Miami coach Stan Van Gundy said Wade
“was phenomenal.”

“He was great, attacking, making plays,
making jump shots. He was by far the best
player on the floor.”

Wade, scoring in double figures for a ca-
reer-high 31st straight game, was the focus
of the Heat’s offense with Shaq on the side-
line. He had six early points as Miami
jumped ahead 11-4 and five more the rest
of the first quarter before the Pacers took
control.

A three-pointer and two free throws by
Miller tied the game, then O’Neal gave Indi-
ana its first lead less than a minute later.
There was one more lead change and one
more tie before a pair of free throws by
Jackson put the Pacers in front.

Jackson added a three-pointer and
O’Neal scored on a dunk as the Pacers fin-
ished the quarter with a 10-3 run and a
27-21 lead.

Indiana built the lead to 14 points mid-
way through the second period before
three baskets by Michael Doleac, who start-
ed in place of Shaq, keyed a 13-3 run that
brought the Heat within four. A basket by
O’Neal with a second remaining gave Indi-
ana a 47-41 lead at halftime.

There were five lead changes and eight
more ties before O’Neal’s winning basket.

NBA scoreboard

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

 W L Pct GB
Boston 27 28 .491 —
Philadelphia 26 27 .491 —
New Jersey 23 32 .418 4
Toronto 22 32 .407 4½
New York 21 33 .389 5½

Southeast Division
Miami 40 16 .714 —
Washington 31 22 .585 7½
Orlando 28 25 .528 10½
Charlotte 11 40 .216 26½
Atlanta 10 43 .189 28½

Central Division
Detroit 33 19 .635 —
Cleveland 31 21 .596 2
Chicago 27 24 .529 5½
Indiana 27 26 .509 6½
Milwaukee 22 30 .423 11

Western Conference
Southwest Division

 W L Pct GB
San Antonio 42 12 .778 —
Dallas 36 16 .692 5
Houston 32 23 .582 10½
Memphis 30 24 .556 12
New Orleans 11 43 .204 31

Northwest Division
Seattle 37 15 .712 —
Minnesota 27 27 .500 11
Denver 25 29 .463 13
Portland 21 31 .404 16
Utah 17 36 .321 20½

Pacific Division
Phoenix 42 13 .764 —
Sacramento 34 20 .630 7½
L.A. Lakers 28 24 .538 12½
L.A. Clippers 23 31 .426 18½
Golden State 16 38 .296 25½

Wednesday’s games
Indiana 93, Miami 91, OT
Cleveland 100, Chicago 91
Washington 93, Memphis 83
Milwaukee 100, New Jersey 81
Seattle 103, New Orleans 85
Dallas 101, Utah 83
Denver 107, Boston 86
San Antonio 99, Houston 81
Phoenix 118, L.A. Clippers 101
L.A. Lakers 86, Portland 83
Golden State 101, Atlanta 96

Thursday’s games
Philadelphia at New York
Sacramento at Dallas
Minnesota at L.A. Clippers

Friday’s games
Charlotte at New Jersey
Denver at Memphis
Cleveland at Indiana
Toronto at Milwaukee
Washington at Chicago
Boston at Utah
Atlanta at Portland
Detroit at L.A. Lakers
Minnesota at Seattle

Saturday’s games
Orlando at Miami
Chicago at Charlotte
Indiana at New York
Sacramento at Philadelphia
Memphis at San Antonio
Phoenix at Dallas

Wednesday
Pacers 93, Heat 91 (OT)

MIAMI — E.Jones 3-12 4-4 11, Haslem 3-11
5-8 11, Doleac 3-4 0-0 6, Wade 13-24 12-15 38,
D.Jones 7-15 1-2 17, Allen 1-4 0-0 2, Anderson
1-5 2-2 4, Dooling 0-3 0-0 0, Wang 0-1 0-0 0,
Butler 1-2 0-0 2. Totals 32-81 24-31 91.

INDIANA — Jackson 5-15 2-2 13, J.O'Neal
10-23 9-10 29, Foster 1-1 0-0 2, Miller 7-15 6-6
23, Tinsley 0-4 0-0 0, Johnson 1-4 0-0 2, Crosh-
ere 2-7 2-2 7, F.Jones 3-8 0-0 6, Harrison 3-3
2-4 8, J.Jones 1-2 0-0 3. Totals 33-82 21-24 93.

Miami 21 20 22 24 4—91
Indiana 27 20 19 21 6—93
Three-Point Goals—Miami 3-14 (D.Jones

2-6, E.Jones 1-6, Butler 0-1, Wade 0-1), Indi-
ana 6-25 (Miller 3-6, J.Jones 1-2, Croshere 1-4,
Jackson 1-7, Johnson 0-1, Tinsley 0-2, F.Jones
0-3). Fouled Out—Harrison. Rebounds—Mi-
ami 53 (Haslem 18), Indiana 55 (J.O'Neal 14).
Assists—Miami 14 (Wade 8), Indiana 22 (Tins-
ley 6). Total Fouls—Miami 23, Indiana 24.
Technicals—Miami Defensive Three Second,
Anderson, Haslem, J.O'Neal, Jackson.
A—18,345. (18,345).

Cavaliers 100, Bulls 91
CHICAGO — Deng 3-5 2-3 8, Harrington 2-5

3-4 7, Curry 4-12 4-8 12, Duhon 0-2 2-2 2, Hin-
rich 6-12 1-2 13, Gordon 7-16 3-4 21, Davis 1-5
0-0 2, Nocioni 3-6 0-1 6, Chandler 4-7 4-5 12, Pi-
atkowski 2-4 4-5 8. Totals 32-74 23-34 91.

CLEVELAND — James 8-17 10-15 27, Gooden
3-11 0-0 6, Ilgauskas 8-12 17-19 33, McInnis
7-15 0-1 14, Newble 3-8 1-1 7, Traylor 4-5 1-2 9,
Diop 0-0 0-0 0, Pavlovic 1-4 0-0 2, Snow 0-1 0-0
0, Harris 0-2 2-3 2. Totals 34-75 31-41 100.

Chicago 20 17 25 29— 91
Cleveland 21 22 30 27—100
Three-Point Goals—Chicago 4-12 (Gordon

4-8, Nocioni 0-1, Piatkowski 0-1, Hinrich 0-2),
Cleveland 1-7 (James 1-1, Pavlovic 0-1, McIn-
nis 0-5). Fouled Out—Chandler. Rebound-
s—Chicago 46 (Chandler 7), Cleveland 58
(Gooden 11). Assists—Chicago 11 (Hinrich
6), Cleveland 22 (James 11). Total Fouls—Chi-
cago 28, Cleveland 28. Technicals—Chicago
Defensive Three Second, Chandler.
A—20,562. (20,562).

Wizards 93, Grizzlies 83
MEMPHIS — Battier 4-15 3-4 14, Cardinal

3-9 6-6 14, Wright 3-8 0-0 6, Miller 6-15 3-5 16,
Williams 4-11 0-0 10, Humphrey 0-1 0-0 0, Wat-
son 1-8 0-0 2, Wells 2-6 4-5 8, Jones 0-2 1-2 1,
Tsakalidis 5-5 0-0 10, Burks 0-1 2-2 2. Totals
28-81 19-24 83.

WASHINGTON — Jamison 8-17 10-14 27, Jef-
fries 4-7 0-0 8, Haywood 2-4 1-2 5, Hayes 1-4
0-0 2, Arenas 8-20 13-13 30, Brown 1-4 0-1 2,
Thomas 2-4 2-2 6, Peeler 0-1 2-2 2, Blake 2-6
4-4 9, Ruffin 1-1 0-0 2. Totals 29-68 32-38 93.

Memphis 23 21 17 22—83
Washington 21 21 30 21—93
Three-Point Goals—Memphis 8-31 (Battier

3-7, Cardinal 2-5, Williams 2-6, Miller 1-5,
Wells 0-1, Burks 0-1, Jones 0-2, Watson 0-4),
Washington 3-9 (Blake 1-2, Arenas 1-3, Jami-
son 1-3, Peeler 0-1). Fouled Out—None. Re-
bounds—Memphis 50 (Battier, Wright, Miller
8), Washington 53 (Arenas, Jamison 10). As-
sists—Memphis 21 (Williams, Miller 7), Wash-
ington 18 (Arenas 6). Total Fouls—Memphis
26, Washington 24. Technicals—Burks, Are-
nas. A—15,705. (20,173).

Bucks 100, Nets 81
NEW JERSEY — Carter 11-27 3-4 26, Collins

2-5 2-2 6, Ja.Smith 3-8 0-0 6, Kidd 3-10 5-6 11,
Vaughn 2-9 0-0 4, Mercer 3-12 1-2 7, Robinson
4-9 2-2 10, Thomas 2-3 0-0 5, Campbell 0-0 0-0
0, Best 2-5 0-0 4, Planinic 1-1 0-0 2. Totals
33-89 13-16 81.

MILWAUKEE — Mason 6-13 3-8 15, Jo.Smith
5-7 0-0 10, Gadzuric 0-3 1-2 1, Redd 5-13 1-1
11, M.Williams 6-8 0-0 13, James 5-10 1-1 11,
Van Horn 2-5 3-4 7, Kukoc 3-3 1-2 8, Pachulia
6-10 2-4 14, Strickland 1-1 1-1 3, Hamilton 1-1
3-4 5, Fizer 1-1 0-0 2. Totals 41-75 16-27 100.

New Jersey 28 20 14 19— 81
Milwaukee 21 26 30 23—100
Three-Point Goals—New Jersey 2-10 (Tho-

mas 1-2, Carter 1-3, Kidd 0-2, Robinson 0-3),
Milwaukee 2-8 (Kukoc 1-1, M.Williams 1-1,
Redd 0-2, Van Horn 0-2, James 0-2). Fouled
Out—None. Rebounds—New Jersey 46 (Col-
lins 11), Milwaukee 58 (Pachulia 12). As-
sists—New Jersey 19 (Kidd 7), Milwaukee 22
(James 7). Total Fouls—New Jersey 24, Mil-
waukee 16. Technicals—New Jersey Defen-
sive Three Second, New Jersey coach Frank,
Mercer, M.Williams. A—14,216. (18,717).

SuperSonics 103, Hornets 85
SEATTLE — Evans 0-2 2-2 2, Lewis 8-11 4-4

26, James 0-2 0-0 0, Ridnour 4-9 4-5 14, Allen
9-20 2-2 25, Radmanovic 1-7 3-4 5, Daniels 3-9
4-6 11, Collison 1-1 5-5 7, Murray 5-8 1-2 13,
Swift 0-1 0-0 0. Totals 31-70 25-30 103.

NEW ORLEANS — Lynch 2-4 0-0 4, Rogers
2-5 0-0 4, Brown 3-4 1-1 7, Dickau 6-13 0-0 13,
J.Smith 7-11 4-4 19, Davis 2-9 0-0 5, Nailon
5-11 2-2 12, Nachbar 3-7 4-4 11, Andersen 2-2
1-5 5, Jacobsen 1-3 2-2 5, Vroman 0-0 0-0 0,
Lampe 0-1 0-0 0. Totals 33-70 14-18 85.

Seattle 25 28 26 24—103
New Orleans 19 16 22 28— 85
Three-Point Goals—Seattle 16-31 (Lewis

6-8, Allen 5-11, Murray 2-3, Ridnour 2-4,
Daniels 1-4, Radmanovic 0-1), New Orleans
5-15 (Jacobsen 1-1, J.Smith 1-2, Nachbar 1-3,
Dickau 1-3, Davis 1-5, Rogers 0-1). Fouled Out-
—None. Rebounds—Seattle 51 (Evans 14),
New Orleans 34 (Brown, Andersen, Nailon,
Rogers 4). Assists—Seattle 22 (Ridnour 9),
New Orleans 24 (Lynch 6). Total Fouls—Seat-
tle 16, New Orleans 26. A—12,771. (17,200).

Mavericks 101, Jazz 83
DALLAS — Howard 7-13 3-9 18, A.Hender-

son 0-0 0-0 0, Nowitzki 7-21 15-16 29, Terry 4-6
0-0 9, Finley 10-18 1-1 24, Dev.Harris 4-5 2-2
12, Booth 0-1 0-0 0, Daniels 2-7 2-2 7, Bradley
0-0 0-0 0, Mbenga 0-0 0-0 0, Armstrong 0-1 2-2
2. Totals 34-72 25-32 101.

UTAH — Kirilenko 3-12 6-6 12, Harpring 1-6
7-8 9, Collins 0-1 0-0 0, McLeod 2-9 1-1 5, Bell
5-15 6-8 16, Okur 0-5 6-6 6, Borchardt 4-6 1-1 9,
Eisley 2-10 8-8 12, Giricek 3-6 0-0 7, Snyder 2-4
1-1 5, Humphries 1-1 0-0 2. Totals 23-75 36-39
83.

Dallas 30 21 24 26—101
Utah 20 30 19 14— 83
Three-Point Goals—Dallas 8-17 (Finley 3-6,

Dev.Harris 2-3, Daniels 1-1, Howard 1-2, Terry
1-3, Nowitzki 0-2), Utah 1-14 (Giricek 1-2, Bell
0-1, Snyder 0-2, McLeod 0-2, Kirilenko 0-3, Eis-
ley 0-4). Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Dal-
las 46 (Howard 9), Utah 54 (Bell, Borchardt
8). Assists—Dallas 19 (Dev.Harris 5), Utah 14
(Eisley 3). Total Fouls—Dallas 34, Utah 23.
Technicals—Nowitzki, Howard, Utah coach
Sloan, Bell. Flagrant fouls—Finley, Collins.
A—18,521. (19,911).

Nuggets 107, Celtics 86
BOSTON — Pierce 5-13 5-8 16, LaFrentz 2-7

0-0 5, Blount 2-5 0-0 4, Payton 4-11 1-2 9, Allen
4-10 4-6 12, Jefferson 3-5 3-4 9, Perkins 0-2 2-2
2, West 6-10 4-6 17, Davis 4-13 4-5 12, Gugliot-
ta 0-2 0-0 0, Banks 0-1 0-0 0, Welsch 0-1 0-0 0.
Totals 30-80 23-33 86.

DENVER — Martin 8-17 2-4 18, Anthony 3-14
12-14 19, Camby 3-7 0-0 6, D.Johnson 5-9 2-2
14, Miller 7-14 8-9 22, Elson 4-6 0-4 8, Boykins
2-7 3-3 8, Russell 1-4 0-0 3, White 3-7 0-0 8, Ts-
kitishvili 0-3 1-2 1, Pope 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 36-88
28-38 107.

Boston 21 23 23 19— 86
Denver 29 28 37 13—107
Three-Point Goals—Boston 3-16 (Pierce

1-3, LaFrentz 1-4, West 1-4, Allen 0-1, Davis
0-2, Payton 0-2), Denver 7-16 (White 2-3,
D.Johnson 2-5, Anthony 1-2, Russell 1-2,
Boykins 1-4). Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—-
Boston 59 (Allen 9), Denver 63 (Martin 13). As-
sists—Boston 18 (Davis 6), Denver 30 (Antho-
ny, Miller 6). Total Fouls—Boston 27, Denver
26. Technicals—Boston coach Rivers 2, Per-
kins, Payton, Anthony. Ejected—Boston
coach Rivers. A—17,987 (18,227).

Spurs 99, Rockets 81
HOUSTON — Howard 7-13 2-2 16, McGrady

7-21 6-6 22, Yao 9-13 2-5 20, Wesley 5-10 1-2
13, Strickland 2-3 0-0 4, Mutombo 0-3 5-6 5,
Barrett 0-2 0-0 0, J.Barry 0-4 1-1 1, Weather-
spoon 0-2 0-0 0, R.Bowen 0-0 0-0 0. Totals
30-71 17-22 81.

SAN ANTONIO — B.Bowen 2-6 0-0 5, Duncan
10-21 9-9 30, Nesterovic 4-4 0-2 8, Parker
10-16 2-6 22, Ginobili 5-6 7-10 18, B.Barry 1-2
0-1 3, Rose 2-4 2-2 6, Brown 1-7 3-5 5, Massen-
burg 0-3 2-2 2, Wilks 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 35-69
25-37 99.

Houston 26 19 21 15—81
San Antonio 21 21 29 28—99
Three-Point Goals—Houston 4-9 (Wesley

2-4, McGrady 2-4, Barrett 0-1), San Antonio
4-11 (Duncan 1-1, B.Barry 1-1, Ginobili 1-2,
B.Bowen 1-3, Parker 0-1, Brown 0-3). Fouled
Out—Wesley. Rebounds—Houston 44 (Mu-
tombo 8), San Antonio 48 (Duncan 11). As-
sists—Houston 16 (McGrady 6), San Antonio
18 (Parker 6). Total Fouls—Houston 23, San
Antonio 21. Technicals—J.Barry, Duncan.
A—18,797. (18,500).

Lakers 86, Trail Blazers 83
L.A. LAKERS — Walton 1-7 2-2 4, Odom 3-8

0-0 7, Mihm 2-6 0-0 4, Bryant 8-17 13-13 31, At-
kins 3-8 0-1 6, Jones 3-10 3-4 9, Grant 3-7 0-0 6,
Brown 5-7 0-0 11, Cook 1-4 0-0 2, Medvedenko
3-4 0-0 6. Totals 32-78 18-20 86.

PORTLAND — Patterson 3-7 2-4 8, Randolph
5-15 2-2 12, Przybilla 5-6 5-8 15, Stoudamire
9-24 4-4 25, Van Exel 3-12 0-0 7, Miles 0-6 0-0
0, Abdur-Rahim 5-10 6-9 16, Ratliff 0-0 0-0 0,
Telfair 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 30-80 19-27 83.

L.A. Lakers 27 16 20 23—86
Portland 18 21 22 22—83
Three-Point Goals—L.A. Lakers 4-19 (Bry-

ant 2-6, Odom 1-2, Brown 1-3, Atkins 0-1,
Cook 0-2, Walton 0-2, Jones 0-3), Portland
4-19 (Stoudamire 3-11, Van Exel 1-6,
Abdur-Rahim 0-2). Fouled Out—None. Re-
bounds—L.A. Lakers 47 (Odom 12), Portland
59 (Przybilla 10). Assists—L.A. Lakers 20 (Bry-
ant, Odom 6), Portland 18 (Van Exel 7). Total
Fouls—L.A. Lakers 26, Portland 18. Techni-
cals—Cook, Portland coach Cheeks.
A—18,665 (19,980).

Suns 118, Clippers 101
L.A. CLIPPERS — Simmons 9-18 4-5 23,

Brand 7-14 3-5 17, Ross 5-12 5-6 15, Brunson
1-4 0-0 2, Maggette 9-22 2-3 20, Kaman 4-10
2-4 10, Chalmers 1-4 0-0 2, Moore 4-6 0-0 8, Re-
braca 1-3 0-0 2, Wilcox 1-3 0-2 2, Baker 0-0 0-0
0. Totals 42-96 16-25 101.

PHOENIX — Richardson 6-13 3-5 18, Marion
5-9 2-2 13, Stoudemire 5-9 7-10 17, Barbosa
9-15 2-2 22, Johnson 10-19 2-2 22, Jackson 5-8
0-0 13, Voskuhl 0-0 1-2 1, McCarty 1-2 0-0 3,
Hunter 4-5 1-4 9, Outlaw 0-0 0-0 0, Shirley 0-0
0-0 0. Totals 45-80 18-27 118.

L.A. Clippers 26 23 24 28—101
Phoenix 29 31 28 30—118
Three-Point Goals—L.A. Clippers 1-7 (Sim-

mons 1-3, Brunson 0-1, Chalmers 0-1, Mag-
gette 0-2), Phoenix 10-22 (Jackson 3-4, Rich-
ardson 3-7, Barbosa 2-5, Marion 1-2, McCarty
1-2, Johnson 0-2). Fouled Out—None. Re-
bounds—L.A. Clippers 52 (Brand 12), Phoenix
55 (Hunter 10). Assists—L.A. Clippers 18
(Maggette 5), Phoenix 22 (Johnson 6). Total
Fouls—L.A. Clippers 21, Phoenix 22. Techni-
cals—Phoenix Defensive Three Second 2.
A—18,221. (18,422).

Warriors 101, Hawks 96
ATLANTA — Harrington 7-16 0-0 14, J.Smith

2-8 1-2 5, Walker 11-25 0-2 27, Childress 8-17
1-2 17, Lue 5-9 1-1 12, Ekezie 0-2 2-2 2, Ivey 1-2
0-0 2, Delk 2-4 2-2 6, Drobnjak 2-6 1-2 5, Diaw
3-8 0-0 6. Totals 41-97 8-13 96.

GOLDEN STATE — Dunleavy 8-18 0-0 18, Ri-
chardson 9-19 8-8 31, Foyle 4-8 0-0 8, Fisher
8-15 3-4 20, Claxton 4-12 4-6 12, Murphy 1-8
4-6 6, Davis 1-3 2-4 4, Cheaney 1-3 0-0 2, Na-
jera 0-2 0-0 0. Totals 36-88 21-28 101.

Atlanta 27 18 25 26— 96
Golden State 26 32 23 20—101
Three-Point Goals—Atlanta 6-15 (Walker

5-7, Lue 1-2, Diaw 0-1, Childress 0-1, Delk 0-1,
Drobnjak 0-3), Golden State 8-21 (Richardson
5-9, Dunleavy 2-3, Fisher 1-5, Claxton 0-1,
Murphy 0-3). Fouled Out—None. Rebound-
s—Atlanta 66 (Childress 15), Golden State 54
(Murphy 20). Assists—Atlanta 24 (Lue 8),
Golden State 21 (Claxton 10). Total Fouls—At-
lanta 21, Golden State 12. Technicals—Atlan-
ta coach Woodson, Delk. A—15,391. (19,596).

Leaders
Through Feb. 22

Scoring
 G FG FT PTS AVG

Iverson, Phil. 47 465 416 1399 29.8
Bryant, LAL 37 310 333 1021 27.6
Nowitzki, Dall. 50 442 396 1343 26.9
Stoudemire, Phoe. 54 515 384 1414 26.2
McGrady, Hou. 51 455 285 1296 25.4
James, Clev. 49 469 260 1244 25.4
O'Neal, Ind. 36 333 246 913 25.4
Arenas, Wash. 50 398 318 1241 24.8
Allen, Sea. 49 401 253 1177 24.0

Rebounds
 G OFF DEF TOT VG

Garnett, Minn. 54 163 586 749 13.9
B. Wallace, Det. 44 164 358 522 11.9
Duncan, S.A. 51 164 430 594 11.6
Marion, Phoe. 54 153 434 587 10.9
O'Neal, Mia. 54 188 376 564 10.4

Assists
 G AST AVG

Nash, Phoe. 51 584 11.5
Knight, Char. 39 331 8.5
Marbury, N.Y. 54 440 8.1

O’Neal sparks Pacers past Shaq-less Heat

AP

Indiana Pacers forward Jermaine O’Neal,

left, hits the game-winning shot over Miami

Heat’s Udonis Haslem on Wednesday night.
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The Associated Press

SAN ANTONIO — Tracy
McGrady could only watch this
time while Tony Parker led the
San Antonio Spurs to victory.

Parker made three inside bas-
kets, including a rare dunk off his
own steal, during a decisive 14-3
run in the fourth quarter of a
99-81 win over the Houston Rock-
ets on Wednesday night.

Parker went 6-for-7 in the sec-
ond half and finished with 22
points, but Spurs coach Gregg
Popovich only wanted to talk
about his defense.

“On defense, he sealed the
game for us,” Popovich said. “No-
body notices it, they just notice
what people do offensively, but
on defense, he was very, very
good.”

Parker had a season-high five
steals.

In the first Spurs-Rockets
matchup in early December,
McGrady stunned San Antonio by
scoring 13 points in the final 35
seconds to lead Houston to a
one-point win.

In the second Rockets triumph,
McGrady hit a three-pointer with
35 seconds remaining to end the
Spurs’ comeback hopes.

But on Wednesday, the last of
his team-high 22 points came on a
layup with five minutes left to
bring the Rockets within three at
79-76. He took only one more
shot, missing a three-pointer with
San Antonio leading by 15.

“I think I’m being too passive,”
said McGrady, who shot only
7-for-21. “I’m trying to stay in the
offense and getting the other guys
involved — that’s how we’ve been
winning. Sometimes it’ll hurt us
because I do need to be more ef-
fective.”

The victory was the Spurs’ first
in three tries against Houston this
season, and their 16th straight
win at home. San Antonio is 24-1
at the SBC Center.

Tim Duncan scored 30 points,
including his third three-pointer
of the season, and had 11 re-
bounds for the Spurs. Manu Gino-
bili added 18 points.

Yao Ming had 20 points and
Juwan Howard 16 for the Rock-
ets, who dropped their second in
a row after winning eight straight
before the All-Star break.

Cavaliers 100, Bulls 91: At
Cleveland, Zydrunas Ilgauskas

and LeBron James scored 41 of
Cleveland’s 57 points in the sec-
ond half.

Ilgauskas scored 33 points —
26 after halftime — and added
eight rebounds and seven blocks,
matching a career high. James
finished with 27 points, 11 assists,
six rebounds and five steals as
the Cavaliers improved to 21-5 at
home.

Wizards 93, Grizzlies 83: At
Washington, Gilbert Arenas
scored 30 points and Antawn
Jamison added 27 to lead the Wiz-
ards.

Arenas had 10 rebounds and
six assists as the Wizards ended a
three-game losing streak and won
their fifth in a row at home.

Bucks 100, Nets 81: Des-
mond Mason scored 15 points,
and ZaZa Pachulia tied his career
high with 14 points and grabbed
12 rebounds to lead host Milwau-
kee.

Michael Redd, who missed the
last three games before the
All-Star break because of a
sprained index finger, scored 11
points as Milwaukee won for fifth
time in seven games.

Vince Carter had 26 points and
Jason Kidd added 11 points and
seven assists for the Nets, who
haven’t beaten the Bucks at the
Bradley Center in the regular sea-
son since a 108-80 victory on
March 10, 2000.

SuperSonics 103, Hornets
85: Rashard Lewis made six
three-pointers and scored 26
points as visiting Seattle beat
New Orleans for the fourth
straight time.

Lewis made eight of 11 shots
from the field and six of eight
three-pointers — one more than
the Hornets, capping the perfor-
mance with a perfect night at the
free throw line where he was
4-for-4.

Ray Allen scored 25 points for
Seattle, including 5-for-11 from
three-point range. Luke Ridnour
had 14 points, Antonio Daniels 11,
and Ronald Murray added 13.
Reggie Evans grabbed 14 re-
bounds.

Nuggets 107, Celtics 86: At

Denver, the Nuggets made it
seem like old times, running to a
victory over Boston to give Doug
Moe a win in his first game back
on the bench as George Karl’s
new assistant.

Andre Miller scored 22 points,
Carmelo Anthony had 19 and
Kenyon Martin had 18 points and
13 rebounds for the Nuggets.

Seeking some help on the
bench, Karl persuaded Moe, his
old North Carolina buddy and the
winningest coach in Nuggets his-
tory, to sit by him for the final 29
games of the season. Moe agreed
and the Nuggets played a lot like
they did when he was coaching
them to 432 victories from
1980-90.

Suns118,Clippers101: Lean-
dro Barbosa, playing in place of
the injured Steve Nash, scored a
season-high 22 points, helping the
Suns hand the Los Angeles Clip-
pers their eighth consecutive loss
— all on the road.

The victory over the depleted
Clippers gave the Suns a 42-13
record and assured them of a win-
ning season with 27 games re-
maining.

The loss ended a disastrous
nine-game road trip — the long-
est in the NBA this season — for
the Clippers, whose only victory
during the journey came in their
opening game against Memphis.

Mavericks 101, Jazz 83: Dirk
Nowitzki scored 16 of his 29
points in the second half and visit-
ing Dallas rallied after blowing a
15-point lead.

Josh Howard added 18 points
and nine rebounds and Michael
Finley scored 24 for the Maver-
icks, who won their fifth straight.

Lakers 86, Trail Blazers 83:
At Portland, Ore., Kobe Bryant
had 31 points and Los Angeles
held off a second-half Portland
rally.

Shareef Abdur-Rahim missed a
three-point attempt at the final
buzzer, giving the Lakers their
third straight win.

Warriors 101, Hawks 96:
Jason Richardson scored 31
points, Derek Fisher added 20
and the Golden State sent Atlanta
to its 17th straight road loss.

Troy Murphy had a sea-
son-high 20 rebounds for the War-
riors after missing their final 10
games before the All-Star break
with a broken left thumb.

The Associated Press

PHILADELPHIA — The Phila-
delphia 76ers completed their sec-
ond trade in two days, sending for-
ward Glenn Robinson to the New
Orleans Hornets for Jamal Mash-
burn and Rodney Rogers on
Thursday.

Both Robinson and Mashburn
have yet to play for their teams
this year. Mashburn has a knee in-
jury and might never play again.

Robinson,
earning more
than $12 mil-
lion in the
final year of
his contract, is
on the injured

list with left ankle tendinitis,
though he’s been unhappy since
losing his starting forward spot in
training camp.

“We knew what we wanted to
do if we were going to move him,”
Sixers president Billy King said.
“If this deal with Rodney didn’t
come about, we were not going to
do a deal just to be moving
Glenn.”

Rogers can become a free
agent at the end of the year. His
three-point shooting fits nicely
with coach Jim O’Brien’s offen-
sive philosophy, but Rogers is
only averaging 9.3 points and
shooting just 27.5 percent from
three-point range.

Rogers played for O’Brien in
Boston.

Mashburn is making $9.3 mil-
lion this year and $10.1 million
next year, but seems likely to re-
tire because of his knee injury.

He hasn’t played since last
March and won’t play for the Six-
ers, King said.

The Sixers dramatically re-
shaped their roster late Wednes-
day night, acquiring five-time
All-Star Chris Webber from Sacra-
mento as part of a six-player deal.

Cavs get Welsch from Celtics

CLEVELAND — The Cleve-
land Cavaliers addressed their
need for a dependable outside
shooter Thursday by acquiring
guard Jiri Welsch from the Bos-
ton Celtics for a 2007 first-round
draft pick.

Welsch, who started 32 games
for Boston this season, should
help the Cavaliers improve their
woeful three-point shooting. After
going 1-for-7 on three-pointers in
Wednesday night’s win over Chi-
cago, the Cavaliers are ranked
27th out of 30 teams in the NBA
from beyond the three-point line.

Welsch has made 32 of 99
three-point attempts this season.
He’s averaging 7.5 points and 2.5
rebound in 20.5 minutes per
game.

TRADE, FROM BACK PAGE

“If there’s anything we need,
it’s definitely a big man,” he said
Monday. “A big man would help
us a lot, especially a big man that
can rebound and block shots.”

Webber, the No. 1 overall pick
in 1993 following a stellar career
at Michigan, has played excep-
tionally well for the Kings in re-
cent weeks, averaging 21.3
points, 9.7 rebounds and 5.5 as-
sists per game — though he isn’t
the athlete he was before knee
surgery.

Williamson, a first-round draft
pick by the Kings in 1995, played
five years in Sacramento before

being traded to Toronto for Doug
Christie following the 1999-00 sea-
son. The NBA’s top sixth man in
2001-02 with the Pistons, William-
son is averaging 10.8 points and
3.7 rebounds this season.

Thomas, an undersized power
forward with a reliable jumper,
fell out of favor with coach Jim
O’Brien this season, while Skin-
ner was a free-agent bust.

Barnes, a Sacramento native,
has been a seldom-used reserve
for the Kings this season, though
he took Stojakovic’s spot in the
starting lineup recently. Bradley
was acquired earlier in the sea-
son in Sacramento’s deal for Mob-
ley, but hasn’t played much.

Petrie had never made a signifi-
cant in-season trade before this
season, but made two in recent
weeks: The Kings acquired Cutti-
no Mobley from Orlando for
Christie last month, beginning his
most radical reshaping of Sacra-
mento’s roster since 1999.

Stojakovic, Bibby and injured
guard Bobby Jackson are the only
remaining Kings who were with
the team in the 2003 playoffs.

“I think we can still have a very
good basketball team the remain-
der of the season,” Petrie said.
“It’s going to be a challenge with
the amount of change we’ve made
now, because I’m trying to blend
in even more new faces with 29
games to go. I have a lot of confi-
dence in our remaining nucleus.”

Trade: Iverson finally gets help inside

Spurs finally solve RocketsRobinson,
Mashburn
dealt away

AP

The Philadelphia 76ers traded

forward Glenn Robinson to the

New Orleans Hornets Thursday.
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Race 2: Auto Club 500
California Speedway
8 p.m. Sunday CET

AFN-Atlantic

NEXTEL CUPNEXTEL CUP

After 1 of 36 races

1. Jeff Gordon ................................. 185

2. Kurt Busch .................................. 170

2. Dale Earnhardt Jr. ........................ 170

4. Scott Riggs ................................ 160

4. Jimmie Johnson ............................ 160

6. Tony Stewart ............................... 156

7. Mark Martin ............................... 150

8. Sterling Marlin ............................. 142

9. Kevin Lepage ............................... 138

10. Rusty Wallace ............................ 134

11. Elliott Sadler ............................. 130

12. Joe Nemechek ........................... 129

13. Carl Edwards ............................. 127

14. Dave Blaney ............................. 121

15. Dale Jarrett ............................... 118

FORMULA ONEFORMULA ONE

Gordon takes
the momentum
from his Daytona
500 victory to Cal-
ifornia Speed-
way, where he
has won three of
the nine Cup
races run there.
The four-time se-
ries champion
would have a
great head start
on winning a fifth
title if he could
claim a victory
on Sunday.

CHAMP CARSCHAMP CARS

DRIVER STANDINGS

Driver to watch:
Jeff Gordon

CRAFTSMAN TRUCKSCRAFTSMAN TRUCKS

INDY RACINGINDY RACING

BY JENNA FRYER

The Associated Press

CHARLOTTE, N.C.

T
ony Stewart is someday going to break through and win the
big races that always seem to get away from him.

He’s had chances at his beloved India-
napolis Motor Speedway, and has had victo-

ry in sight at the Daytona 500, only to come up short
at the very end.

If Stewart ever scores those wins, he might just
climb out of his car and call it a career.

“If I could get everything done I want to get done,
I would probably be gone from here by now — I
would have won everything I wanted to win,” Stew-
art said.

When the day comes that Stewart quits full-time
racing, he’ll walk away with a résumé that will rank
him among the most talented drivers ever.

He has nine championships in various forms of
racing, starting with a Karting title he won in 1980 at
8 years old. He was the first driver in history to win
USAC’s Triple Crown in 1995 and he won the IRL se-
ries title in 1997. He then became the first IRL driv-
er to successfully transition into NASCAR, where he
claimed the 2002 series championship.

Those championships have given Stewart a great-
er respect for the crown jewels on every schedule.
He understands what an Indianapolis 500 title
means to a driver’s résumé, and the same for a Day-
tona 500 victory.

A driver can win 100 championships, but will for-
ever be recognized for the big wins.

“I remember what it was like to win the IRL cham-
pionship,” Stewart said. “The next year, it was a
weight lifted off my shoulders. I could concentrate
on individual races. I didn’t even look hardly at the
points sheet.”

Perhaps that explains why Stewart hasn’t really been a factor in the
NASCAR’s championship race since his 2002 title. He’s already got
that trophy, its the others he needs to complete his career.

He came close again last weekend, leading a race-high 107 laps in

the season-opening Daytona 500.
But with the finish line in sight, he again had the biggest win of his

career snatched away when good buddy Dale Earnhardt Jr. pushed
him out of the draft during a late-race pass for the lead and Stewart
was shuffled back into traffic.

He ended up a distant seventh, bitterly disappointed again after join-
ing the late Dale Earnhardt in the record book for
futility.

Earnhardt was the last driver to dominate the
race and not win, leading 107 laps in 1993 and fail-
ing to earn a trip to Victory Lane.

Stewart led the most laps at Daytona last year,
too. But in the end, Earnhardt Jr. had the better car
and Stewart ended up pushing him to the win.

Stewart is 0-for-7 in the Daytona 500 and the first
driver since Bobby Allison to lead the most laps in
consecutive 500s since he did it in 1981 and 1982.

But Allison won in 1982.
Stewart is still trying.
“We could write a book about it. How many years

did Dale Earnhardt go through it?” crew chief Greg
Zipadelli moaned. “Hopefully we don’t have to wait
that long (20 years) to win one of these things.”

As long as the title eludes him, Stewart might
stick around NASCAR.

He’s made no secret of his desire to get out while
he’s still young — he’s 33 now — and is already plan-
ning for his future. He owns teams in the World of
Outlaws and USAC racing series and recently
bought famed Eldora Speedway in Rossburg, Ohio
— the dirt track where he started his career.

So now he spends his free time learning the ins
and outs of running a race track.

For now, all he cares about is chasing those elu-
sive victories — his next battle comes in August at
Indy’s Brickyard 400 because he says he’s taking a
break from the heartbreaking Indianapolis 500
right now — and building his portfolio.

“I might be one of those guys who wakes up one morning and say
‘I’ve had enough’ or decide to sign another five-year contract,” he said.
“You know me. It may depend on which way the wind’s blowing right
now.”

BUSCH SERIESBUSCH SERIES

Next race: Season-opening Australian
Grand Prix, March 6, Melbourne.

This week: American Racing Wheels 200 at
Fontana, Calif. (Tape-delayed, 9 a.m. Satur-
day, AFN-Sports).

Last race: Bobby Hamilton was awarded
the victory in the wreck-filled Florida Dodge
Dealers 250 at Daytona International Speed-
way after Jimmy Spencer initially took the
checkered flag and drove into the winner’s
circle. Hamilton took the lead after a restart
with one lap to go, but Spencer was back in
front when an eight-truck wreck started.
However, before the caution flag came out,
Hamilton moved back in front and became
the first truck driver to win a race from the
last starting position.

Next race: World Financial Group 200,
March 18, Hampton, Ga.

Last race: Jeff Gordon overtook
Dale Earnhardt Jr. three laps from
the scheduled end, then held off Kurt
Busch and Earnhardt in extra laps to
become only the fifth driver to win
three Daytona 500s. There were four
lead changes in the last nine laps
and two crashes involving a total of
17 cars in the last 20 laps.

Last year: Gordon won his third
Auto Club 500, finishing 12.871 sec-
onds ahead of teammate Jimmie
Johnson. He won the inaugural
race in 1997 and again in 1999.

This week: Stater Bros. 300 at Fontana,
Calif. (Tape-delayed, 9 a.m. CET Sunday,
AFN-Sports).
Last race: Tony Stewart drove through the
grass, passed his buddy Dale Earnhardt Jr.
and wound up winning the Hershey’s Take 5
300 at Daytona.
Next race:Mexico 200, March 6, Mexico City.

AP

Tony Stewart signs autographs for fans in the garage area of the Daytona International Speedway on Feb. 18. Stewart, who has won IRL

and Nextel Cup series titles, might be content to walk away from racing if he could win the Indy and Daytona 500s.

Stewart already making plans for life after racing

Next race: Season-opening Toyota Indy 300,
March 6, Homestead, Fla.

Next race: Season-opening Toyota GP of
Long Beach (Calif.), April 10.

Standings for other series on Page 24.

Eye on the finish line

If I could get

everything done I

want to get done,

I would probably

be gone from here

by now.

Tony Stewart
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BY JANIE MCCAULEY

The Associated Press

SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. — A day
after his bizarre news confer-
ence, Barry Bonds took a break
from knee treatment to hand out
a few hitting tips to Moises Alou
and Marquis Grissom.

These three will make up one
old outfield this season.

Bonds, the left fielder chasing
the home run record, is 40.

Alou, San Francisco’s new right
fielder, is 38. And Grissom is the
37-year-old center fielder.

They aren’t concerned about
their age, even if having fresh
legs might mean taking a few
more days off this season. All
three could be seen leaning on the
back of the batting cage at the
same time Wednesday, when the
Giants held their first full-squad
workout.

“I think it’s an advantage,” said
manager Felipe Alou, Moises’ fa-
ther. “The older outfielders are
going to be asked a lot of ques-
tions. They all know they’re going
to need their days off.”

That’s where Michael Tucker
comes in. He’ll be the top backup,
expected to give the old guys a re-
prieve whenever needed.

“We’re all old on our team, so
it’s going to be interesting,”
Bonds said. “I’m going to talk to
Michael Tucker a lot. We’re going
to go three days and then Tucker
is going to play 162 — left, center,
right, left, center, right — while
the rest of us take some time off.”

While trainer Stan Conte pre-
fers to call them veterans, the
players’ teammates are already
having fun with the age jokes.

Reliever Scott Eyre carried a
chair onto the field for a team
meeting Wednesday, offering
Bonds a seat since he’s nursing
two surgically repaired knees.

Eyre isn’t the only one.
David Forst, the Oakland Ath-

letics’ assistant general manager,
took a friendly jab at the team
across San Francisco Bay during
a recent baseball luncheon. Forst
congratulated the Giants on their
48th year in San Francisco, then
noted it was also the average age
of the team’s outfield.

But they’re productive all right.
Bonds, Grissom and Alou ac-

counted for 106 home runs and
297 RBIs last season.

Alou, who hit a career-high 39
homers with 106 RBIs last season
for the Chicago Cubs, will bat be-
hind Bonds. Everybody hopes
Alou’s presence will cause oppos-
ing managers to think twice about
walking Bonds.

Bonds had 45 homers and 101
RBIs last year, and begins his
20th major league season 11 hom-
ers shy of Babe Ruth (714) and 52
short of Hank Aaron (755) on the
career list.

“You know, I know that I’m
older now,” said Bonds, who
turns 41 in July. “I put my body
through a lot in 147 games last
year. I played more games than
anyone on my team. I’m still try-
ing to recover from that. But the
most part is just my knees. I have
to be able to play at the level that
I want to play at.”

Grissom hit 22 homers and
drove in 90 runs last season, and
he spent his winter watching a lot
more film in an effort to improve
his production.

The Giants picked up Gris-
som’s $2.75 million option in No-
vember.

“We all are proven,” Grissom
said of the old guys. “There’s a lot
of experience, so I don’t think it
should be a problem. Holding up
wise, I think we’ll all do pretty
good. At the end, we’re looking to
go to postseason play. I’m not ex-
pecting anything less out of my-
self or the other two guys either.”

And Tucker refuses to worry
about his diminished role. He
knows the other three will need
their days off.

“You can’t really be upset with
what’s gone on,” Tucker said.

“Look at what the outfield situa-
tion looks like — you’ve got
maybe a future Hall of Fame left
fielder, you’ve got an All-Star cen-
ter fielder and you bring in anoth-
er All-Star outfielder to play
right.

“They’re up there in age, man.
But at the same time, all three
guys are still really capable of put-
ting up the same numbers they
have in the past.”

Tucker, 34, started in 114 of his
140 games last season — with 97
starts in right and 17 in center. A
10-year veteran, he batted .256
with 13 homers and a career-high
62 RBIs.

AP

San Francisco Giants’ Barry

Bonds, left, gives tips from be-

hind the batting cage to new

teammate Moises Alou, right, at

Scottsdale Stadium in Scottsdale,

Ariz., on Wednesday.

BY JANIE MCCAULEY

The Associated Press

PHOENIX — Jason Kendall
could sense a winning vibe from
the moment he walked into Oak-
land’s spring training complex.

It’s quite a change from what
he’s been used to after spending
nine losing seasons in Pittsburgh.

“I kind of feel like a rookie in a
roundabout way,” the Athletics’
new catcher said Wednesday.
“We’ve just got a bunch of good
guys. Everybody’s cool. Not to say
that wasn’t the case over there,
but you walk into the clubhouse
and the atmosphere is like, ‘Hey,
you know what, get your work
done and come April 4, let’s go
win.’ ”

Kendall will be counted upon to
nurture the A’s young pitching
staff and also help this club get
back on track after it missed the
playoffs for the first time in five
years.

The A’s acquired Kendall in a
November trade that sent
left-handed pitchers Mark Red-
man and Arthur Rhodes to the Pi-
rates.

The Pirates had tried to swap

him for several years and appar-
ently were in serious talks with
the San Diego Padres in 2003 but
nothing got done.

General manager Billy Beane
admired Kendall from afar for
years, and Kendall waived his
no-trade clause to play for a con-
tender closer to his Manhattan
Beach, Calif., home. The decision
took a “half-second,” he said.

“It’s awesome,” rookie
right-hander Joe Blanton said of
having Kendall around. “Any
time you can throw to somebody
like that, it’s just great. He’s been
catching for that long and he’s
been in the game and knows the
game.”

Kendall is spending his early
days in spring training meeting
pitchers and learning their per-
sonalities and tendencies.

A three-time All-Star and .306
career hitter, he likely will bat sec-
ond behind Mark Kotsay. Kendall
mostly hit leadoff last season and
batted .319.

“Kendall is a blue-collar guy
and a guy I’ve admired just watch-
ing him play,” A’s first baseman
Scott Hatteberg said. “I’m excit-
ed to see him on a daily basis.”

While there’s plenty of work to
do with pitchers, Kendall be-
lieves a big part of spring training
is just getting back in a routine —
for him, being back down in the
catcher’s stance for hours at a
time.

It always takes his body a few
days to adjust.

Kendall appreciates the busi-
ness approach of the A’s, who are
known for having one of base-
ball’s most easygoing clubhouses
in recent years.

“Everybody knows what they
have to do to get ready for a sea-
son,” Kendall said. “Go about
your business and get your work
in. We’re treated like grown men,
which is the way it should be.”

Kendall enjoys the daily duties
of studying hitters and prepping
pitchers. He expects a fairly
smooth adjustment to the Ameri-
can League. This will be his 10th
big league season, so he’s seen
most everybody at some point.

“In baseball today, everybody
changes teams,” he said. “I
couldn’t tell you what 30 times 30
is, but I can tell what I threw
Todd Helton three years ago on a
2-1 count.”

Bonds, Grissom, Alou make up
old but talented Giants outfield

Kendall already enjoying Athletics’ winning vibe

AP

Oakland Athletics catcher Jason Kendall, who’s hoping for a change

after nine losing seasons with the Pittsburgh Pirates, hit .319 last

season and has a .306 career batting average.
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PHILADELPHIA — Temple basketball
coach John Chaney suspended himself
Wednesday for one game and apologized
for putting a player in against Saint Jo-
seph’s a day earlier for the sole purpose of
rough play and quick fouls.

Chaney offered the
self-imposed suspension
after meeting with Tem-
ple President David Ada-
many and athletic direc-
tor Bill Bradshaw. He
will be replaced on the

bench by assistant Dan Leibovitz for Satur-
day’s game against Massachusetts.

“I would like to apologize to Saint Jo-
seph’s University, its fans, student-athletes
and head coach Phil Martelli for my repre-
hensible behavior during Tuesday night’s
game,” Chaney said in a statement. “I
spoke with Coach Martelli today to voice
my apology to him and his team.”

Chaney said he was not surprised by re-
action to Tuesday’s home game.

“I’m either good or bad in some people’s
eyes,” Chaney said in a brief telephone in-
terview with The Associated Press on
Wednesday. “There’s no gray area. I apolo-
gized to the people that matter most.”

Adamany also reacted to some Temple
students spitting in the direction of Saint

Joe’s players and cheerleaders. He said the
first few rows of the student section at the
Liacouras Center would be empty for Satur-
day’s game as a reminder they should up-
hold the standards of good sportsmanship.

Upset by what he thought were illegal
screens by Saint Joseph’s that were not
being called, Chaney turned to sel-
dom-used 6-foot-8, 250-pound Nehemiah
Ingram to “send a message.”

Ingram started throwing his arms
around and tossing elbows, once connect-
ing hard to the chin of Hawks center
Dwayne Jones, and had a hard foul on
John Bryant that left him sprawled on the

court for several minutes.
Ingram fouled out in 4 minutes, his aver-

age playing time for a game this season.
Chaney said after the game he was going

to send in a “goon.”
“Ingram was not the only person I put in

there,” Chaney said Wednesday. “I put
three or four players in there and were tell-
ing them to make hard fouls.”

Chaney, called for a technical in the sec-
ond half after berating officials, said he
never wanted his players to hurt anyone.

Injury ends Marquette star’s season

MILWAUKEE — Travis Diener’s col-
lege career is over thanks to a broken
hand, leaving him 83 points short of sur-
passing George Thompson as Marquette’s
career leading scorer.

Diener, a Cousy Award finalist as the na-
tion’s top point guard, broke his left hand
Tuesday and underwent surgery that night.

Diener leads Conference USA with aver-
ages of 19.7 points and seven assists, and is
the only player in the country to lead a
major conference in both categories.

The Golden Eagles are 18-8, 6-7 in Con-
ference USA.

NASCAR penalizes R. Gordon

DAYTONA BEACH, Fla. — Robby Gor-
don Motorsports was fined $50,000
Wednesday and docked 25 championship

points, the most severe penalty for viola-
tions at Daytona International Speedway.

NASCAR fined crew chief Bob Temple
and deducted points from car owner Jim
Smith for an unapproved intake manifold
on his Chevrolet on Feb. 11 during the ini-
tial Nextel Cup inspection for the sea-
son-opening Daytona 500.

Gordon, driver and part owner of the new
team, failed to make the starting lineup for
the Daytona 500 and has no points. Smith
earned 31 based on qualifying results.

The Wood Brothers Racing team was as-
sessed four penalties because of an unap-
proved spoiler adjustment found on the
Ford driven by Ricky Rudd. He was penal-
ized 25 points, Glen Wood lost owner
points, crew chief Michael McSwain was
fined $25,000 and crew member Marc
Smith was suspended from NASCAR com-
petition until March 31.

Rain halts play in Qatar Open

DOHA, Qatar — Daniela Hantuchova of
Slovakia was leading Conchita Martinez of
Spain 5-4 Thursday in the first set of the
Qatar Open quarterfinals when rain halted
play.

Top-seeded Amelie Mauresmo, sec-
ond-seeded Maria Sharapova and No. 4
seed Alicia Molik were scheduled to play
quarterfinal matches Thursday in the
$600,000 tournament.

The Associated Press

Sammy Sosa introduced him-
self to his new Baltimore team-
mates the best way he knew: with
a power display.

Sosa slammed about two dozen
baseballs far
over the cen-
ter-field wall
during his first
workout with
the Orioles in

Fort Lauderdale, Fla., on Wednes-
day. Before he was done, nearly
half the squad interrupted their
drills to watch the show.

“Sammy, we’re going to run out
of balls!” joked outfielder Larry
Bigbie, who watched in awe as
one shot after another soared
onto an airfield behind the prac-
tice field.

The Chicago Cubs were re-
lieved to get rid of Sosa after his
troubled 2004 season, and the Ori-
oles are delighted to have him.

During his stay in Chicago, Sosa
battled with Mark McGwire in a
memorable home run duel in
1998, went to the All-Star Game
seven times and was the 1998 NL
MVP. But he contends that the
corked bat and his early depar-
ture from the ballpark ruined an
otherwise wonderful relationship.

“For the 13 years I was in Chica-
go, I only made two mistakes.
That’s pretty good,” he said. “If I
had known that leaving early last
year would have caused such a
controversy, I would have never
done it. My manager told me I had
a day off. But what can I say?”

In Fort Myers, Fla., the Boston
Red Sox learned they will get
their World Series rings at their

home opener on April 11 before a
sold-out Fenway Park crowd —
and the New York Yankees.

“I’m sure I’m not going to help
them hand them out,” Yankees
shortstop Derek Jeter said to
laughter at New York’s camp in
Tampa.

“But they deserve it. I’m sure
they’ve been looking forward to
this for a long time. So let them do
it.”

Boston became the first major
league team to overcome a 3-0
deficit in the playoffs, doing it
against their biggest rival in the
AL championship series last Octo-
ber. The Red Sox then swept St.
Louis in the World Series.

“This is the kind of quality prob-
lem I hope we’re going to be able

to have with some frequency,”
Red Sox President Larry Lucchi-
no said, “sit around at spring
training and decide just when, oh
when, do we give out the World
Series championship rings.”

To accommodate fans who
didn’t get tickets to Opening Day,
the rings will be displayed at a
welcome-home dinner attended
by players that same night and at
a display on the Fenway Park
field along with the World Series
trophy and the ball Doug Mientk-
iewicz caught for the last out of
the Series.

“Even though the fans are not
getting it, they have to feel like
they’re receiving one because
they all deserve it,” David Ortiz
said. “They supported us a lot
through the years.”

In Lakeland, Fla., Ugueth Urbi-
na said he planned to report to
spring training, even if his kid-
napped mother still was being

held.
He didn’t want to show her cap-

tors that he was weak. Now that
Maura Villarreal is safe following
a rescue operation Friday, Urbina
said an indescribable weight has
been lifted from his shoulders.

“I feel like I’m 18 years old,”
the Detroit Tigers reliever said,
speaking publicly about the or-
deal for the first time.

Villarreal, 54, was rescued by
Venezuelan police during an
eight-hour raid that left two of
her abductors dead, two captured
and seven others as fugitives. Po-
lice described the kidnappers as
Venezuelan and Colombian drug
smugglers.

She was held for 5 months, 18
days in a camp that police called
a drug-traffickers’ hideout in Ven-
ezuela’s southern mountains.

Urbina and his two brothers,
Ulmer and Ulises, were at a loss.

“There wasn’t much we could

do. We’d never been in this situa-
tion, and we didn’t know where
she was,” Urbina said. “Where
can you go to try to find her? She
could be anywhere. It’s hard.

“It’s not like the movies. It’s
real life.”

In Winter Haven, Fla., Cleve-
land’s Juan Gonzalez became the
latest player to deny Jose Cansec-
o’s accusation of using steroids.

“It’s not true. … I never saw
needles. I never saw pills. I never
saw anything. … The only guys
who have put needles in my body
are doctors,” Gonzalez said.

In Kissimmee, Fla., Atlanta
shortstop Rafael Furcal hustled
off the field, ignoring several tele-
vision crews that wanted to speak
with him. At his locker a few min-
utes later, he responded tersely to
an interview request: “Are you
going to ask me about baseball?”

He spent 13 days in jail during
the offseason and four weeks in
an alcohol treatment center fol-
lowing his second conviction for
drunken driving. The 26-year-old
Furcal gave up alcohol after his
latest arrest, but also said he
doesn’t believe he has a drinking
problem.

“Just bad luck,” he said.
In Scottsdale, Ariz., manager

Felipe Alou said he thinks he’ll
probably be back with the San
Francisco Giants for a fourth sea-
son in 2006.

His contract ends after this sea-
son and Alou turns 70 in May, but
he has shown he still has enough
energy to lead the Giants for 162
games. He also wants to manage
his son, Moises, for another sea-
son.

In Bradenton, Fla., Pittsburgh
said catching prospect J.R.
House underwent surgery to re-
pair a torn labrum and torn rota-
tor cuff in Birmingham, Ala., and
he’ll miss the entire season.

Spring
training
roundup

AP

In his first workout with the Orioles, Sammy Sosa hit two dozen balls

far over the center-field wall in Fort Lauderdale, Fla., on Wednesday.

Sosa’s powerful display wows Orioles
Slugger reports to camp; Red Sox
put final touches on ring ceremony

AP

In Lakeland, Fla., Tigers reliever

Ugueth Urbina spoke with report-

ers for the first time about the

rescue of his kidnapped mother.

John

Chaney

punished

himself

for put-

ting in

players

solely to

commit

hard fouls

during a

loss to

Saint

Joseph’s.
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Temple’s Chaney suspends himself for one game
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IRVING, Texas — Bill Parcells
turned to another of his former
quarterbacks in hopes of getting

the Dallas Cow-
boys back into
the playoffs.

Drew Bled-
soe, 33, was re-
united with the

coach who made him the first
overall pick in the NFL Draft 12
years ago, signing a three-year
contract Wednesday that will fur-
ther push back the ascension of
Drew Henson as the Cowboys’
starting quarterback. The deal is
worth about $14 million, but
much of that is packed into the
final year. He received about a $2
million signing bonus and will
make about as much this season.

“I’m convinced that we were
writing things off to have not had
a veteran quarterback,” Cowboys
owner Jerry Jones said. “I’m not
into, for our fans, almost by de-
sign having a season that’s not
competitive.”

Fielder released by Dolphins

MIAMI — The Miami Dolphins
released quarterback Jay Fiedler
on Wednesday, ending his
five-year run as the much-ma-
ligned successor to Dan Marino.

Last year, Fiedler started just
seven games while spending
much of the season on the injured
list with a herniated disc. Fiedler
was due a $2 million roster bonus
in March.

Eagles tender Westbrook

PHILADELPHIA — The Ea-
gles tendered restricted free
agent Brian Westbrook on
Wednesday, giving Philadelphia
the right to match any offer he re-
ceives or a first-round pick from
any team that signs him.

The one-year tender will cost
the team $1.43 million.

On Thursday, the team re-
leased linebacker Nate Wayne.

BY JON KRAWCZYNSKI

The Associated Press

MINNEAPOLIS — Randy Moss’ electri-
fying talent was no longer enough for the
Minnesota Vikings to put up with his dis-
tracting antics.

Dante DiTrapano, Moss’ agent, told The
Associated Press on Wednesday that the Vi-
kings and the Oakland Raiders had “come
to an agreement on Randy playing for Oak-
land next year.”

Neither the Vikings nor the Raiders
would confirm the deal, which was first re-
ported by The St. Paul Pioneer Press.

“We have had discussions with the Oak-
land Raiders, but there’s nothing to an-
nounce,” Rob Brzezinski, Minnesota’s vice
president of football operations, told The
Associated Press.

Raiders spokesman Mike Taylor said, “I
cannot comment on the deal specifically,
however, this organization has always
been tremendously aggressive and Randy

Moss rates with the great players of
all-time. Great players want to play for the
Raiders.”

DiTrapano said he didn’t know the terms
of the deal, but the Pioneer Press reported
the Vikings would get linebacker Napoleon
Harris, along with the seventh overall pick
and a late-round pick in the upcoming draft.

The deal cannot become official until
March 2, the start of the NFL’s fiscal year.

Moss is due to make $7.25 million next
year. Harris is due to make $5.41 million.

Oakland’s renegade owner Al Davis has
long embraced combustible players and
the vertical passing game, so adding Moss
seems to be a perfect fit.

The timing of the move comes as a bit of
a surprise with the Vikings in the midst of
an ownership change. Red McCombs has
agreed to sell the team to Arizona business-
man Reggie Fowler, a deal that still needs
to be approved by the NFL.

Trade rumors have surrounded the flam-

boyant Moss during the offseason.

He struggled with a hamstring injury,
but had 13 touchdown catches last season.
He was fined $10,000 for pretending to pull
down his pants and moon the Green Bay
crowd during Minnesota’s playoff win. He
also drew criticism for leaving the field
with 2 seconds left in a regular-season loss
against Washington.

Team leaders Matt Birk and Daunte
Culpepper confronted Moss after he
walked off at Washington, and the organiza-
tion’s patience with the receiver seemed to
dwindle in the past year or so.

“He’s my good friend, but you almost get
to thinking that maybe enough is enough,”
Culpepper said earlier this month at the
Pro Bowl. “And maybe the Vikings organi-
zation has had enough.”

Last year’s transgressions were the lat-
est in a long line of headline-grabbing nega-
tive behavior for Moss that included bump-
ing a traffic control officer with his car in

2002, verbally abusing corporate sponsors
on a team bus in 2001 and squirting an offi-
cial with a water bottle in 1999.

But when he was focused and healthy on
the field, there was no denying his consid-
erable ability.

His 9,142 receiving yards are the most by
any player over his first seven seasons. The
Vikings’ offensive identity was built around
Moss’ uncanny ability to leap over smaller
defensive backs to catch deep passes.

Vikings will reportedly get LB Harris, No. 7 pick and late-round selection

Done deal:
QB Bledsoe
joins Dallas

Enigmatic Moss headed to Oakland

AP

Despite averaging 82 catches, 1,306

yards and 12.9 TD receptions while miss-

ing only three games in seven NFL sea-

sons, most fans remember Randy Moss for

mooning fans in Green Bay this January.
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Chris Webber finally left Sacra-
mento — and for a whole lot less
than a King’s ransom.

Now, the Kings will find out
whether they’re really a better
team without their cornerstone,
and the Philadelphia 76ers will
learn whether another superstar
can thrive alongside Allen Iver-
son.

The Kings dealt Webber to the
Sixers late Wednesday night in a
six-player deal that dramatically
reshaped both clubs on the eve of
the trade deadline.

Philadelphia got Webber, one
of the NBA’s elite power forwards
and a five-time All-Star, along
with reserve forwards Matt Bar-
nes and Michael Bradley. The Six-
ers gave up relatively little in re-
turn, sending veteran forwards
Corliss Williamson, Kenny Tho-
mas and Brian Skinner to the
Kings.

Webber’s departure from Sac-
ramento has been discussed near-
ly since the moment Geoff Petrie
acquired him from Washington
before the 1999 season. The
Kings’ president of basketball op-
erations rebuilt the small-market
Kings around Webber, transform-
ing the franchise from a perenni-
al loser to a club with six straight
winning seasons and two division
titles.

“He has been an instrumental
part of ushering in an era of bas-
ketball here in Sacramento that
most of the world at that time did
not believe could happen,” Petrie
said late Wednesday night.

“I don’t think myself or anyone
in this organization could thank
him enough.”

Petrie was typically vague
about his reasons for the deal, cit-
ing only “flexibility and versatili-
ty,” but Webber is due to make
$62 million over the next three
seasons — and Petrie clearly is
among the NBA observers who
believe Sacramento’s up-tempo
passing offense will be even bet-
ter without Webber in the middle.

Peja Stojakovic, Brad Miller
and Mike Bibby all thrived last
season while Webber recovered
from knee surgery — but all three
stars regressed when Webber re-
turned. Though both Webber and
Stojakovic denied rumors of a rift
between Sacramento’s stars, Sto-
jakovic demanded a trade from
the Kings last summer.

And though Webber had the
best years of his career in Sacra-
mento, the forward with the mega-
watt smile and larger-than-life
personality always longed for a
bigger stage — even after the
Kings re-signed him to a
seven-year deal worth approxi-
mately $127 million in 2001.

In Philadelphia, Webber will
get the national attention he al-
ways craved — and Iverson will
get some of the help he has al-
ways wanted.

“The message that we’re send-
ing is that we went out and got a
player who’s averaging 21 and 10
to go along with our young play-
ers,” Sixers president Billy King
said. “I think the way we play, it
allows some of our younger guys
to develop even more because
you’ve got a big guy now that can
really make passes and shoot the
jump shot.”

The 76ers host the Kings on Sat-
urday, and Philadelphia will play
in Sacramento on March 28.

The Sixers are 26-27 and just a

half-game behind Boston for first
place in the Atlantic Division,
while the Kings have the NBA’s
seventh-best record at 34-20 head-
ing out on a six-game road trip,
their longest of the season.

Iverson, the NBA’s leading scor-
er, claimed he didn’t ask to be
traded if the Sixers didn’t make
any bold moves to contend in a
weakened Eastern Conference
this year — but the All-Star Game
MVP believed the Sixers needed
help to make a playoff push.

SEE TRADE ON PAGE 27

Sacramento
ships Webber
to 76ers, gets
little in return
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The Sacramento Kings traded forward Chris Webber (4) to the Philadelphia 76ers in a six-player deal on

Wednesday. Philadelphia was seeking help for its star Allen Iverson before the NBA trade deadline.
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